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Blair is on a mission. Driven by 
Thatcherite zeal. And the sick 
and disabled are next on the list 


The real threat of an 
even deeper Labour split 
increased yesterday 
when Tony Blair insisted 
he would not be 
deflected from further 
welfare changes. With 
fctafilliam Hague now 
opposing cuts for the 
disabled, Anthony Bevins , 
Political Editor, 
examines the Prime 
Minister’s Thatcherite 
zeal for rolling reform. 


The risks of a Government 
with a 179-vote Commons ma- 
jority being defeated remain 
slim, bat the Tories warned yes- 
terday that they would join 
forces with the growing band of 
Labour rebels standing out 
against cuts in benefits for the 
sick and disabled. 

^ As The Independent re- 
ported on Saturday, Mr Blair 
is undaunted by last week’s re- 
volt over lone parents’ benefit, 
and is determined to press on 
with file project to create a new, 
leaner welfare state in which 
people-are more actively en- 
couraged to get work. 

In an interview with 


GMTV’s Sunday Programme, 
the Prime Minister was asked 
by AJastair Stewart whether 
Welfare to Work was the big 
idea, and — in an updat ed ver- 
sion of Margaret Thatcher's 
iron ruling - whether “the gen- 
tleman is not for turning?" 

Mr Blair said: “It is the big 
idea and we mustn’t be de- 
flected from carrying out the re- 
forms that are necessary to 
provide opportunity for people 
and get the investment into our 
schools and our hospitals." 

He added: "We have got a 
very simple choice. We either 
carry on as a country paying out 
more, and more, and more 
money on social security, with 
a large group of people, some 
people often in their 40$ who 
are never going to work again, 
have not got the slightest 
chance then of doing anything 
other than trying to eke out an 
existence on benefit. 

“You either cany on with that 
situation, with all the cost, all the 
deprivation, and the loss of op- 
portunity, or you say ‘No, we are 
going to take the measures and 
spend the money necessary to 
try and give those people the 
chance, if they are aWe to, toget 
off benefit and into work, to gain 
the independence that many of 
them actually want'.” 



Blair: *We mustn’t be deflected from necessary reforms’ 


Mr Blair also echoed one of 
the arguments made by 
Baroness Thatcher in defence 
of her programme of rolling pri- 
vatisation - that having initially 
resisted change, people learned 
to appreciate the benefits. 

"It is important to realise," 
he said, “that in all the changes 
that we have ever made over the 


past few years, there have been 
people that have opposed it, and 
some of those people later have 
come round to see why it was 
the right thing to do, and I be- 
lieve that that is the case again." 

Jack Straw, the Home Sec- 
retary, last night died the 
charges of betrayal that bad 
greeted the ejqpubioD of Mili- 


tant Trotskyists from the party 
in the 1980s, and the revision 
of Cause 4 of the party con- 
stitution. “Reforms which were 
criticised as reckless or revo- 
lutionary soon became the re- 
ceived wisdom... 

“The Welfare to Work pro- 
gramme will create real op- 
portunities for those on 
benefits and without work. It is 
not just about changes in cash 
transfers but in the whole psy- 
chological climate of depen- 
dence and low self-esteem. 

“Because we are doing 
things for the first time and in- 
evitably making some difficult 
derisions, some are bound to 
find the process uncomfort- 
able. But when this great pro- 
gramme takes effect, the most 
common question will be: Why 
did we not act even sooner?" 

But with ministers telling 
The Independent that a cut in in- 
dustrial injuries benefit can be 
expected. Lord Ashley, 
Labour's leading campaigner 
for the disabled, warned against 
any cuts in disability benefits. 

He told the Sky News pro- 
gramme, Sunday with Adam 
Boulton: “1 have received mes- 
sages from Members of Par- 
liament who say to me that they 
voted with the Government 
on the lone parents issue with 




emorial to a friend: Bradford-born artist David Hockney with the picture of the Salt’s Mill in Saltaire, West Yorkshire, that he painted last summer while staying in Yorkshire 
*be near his friend Jonathan Silver, owner of the mill, who was dying of cancer. The painting, dedicated to Mr Silver, goes on show at the mill today Photograph: Nigel Hillier 
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Police complaints rarely 
lead to action 

Only one in every 400 complaints against police offi- 
: cm leads to disciplinary action being taken, according 
1 ) to'-figures we publish exclusively today. The Home 
I Office figures are even worse for the Metropolitan 
'Ptte, where almost 10,000 complaints last year led to 
; .only 20 officers being disciplined. Page 3 

New film censor 

; Andreas Whfctam Smith, founding editor of The 
.Independent, is expected to be appointed the new head 
'of the British Board of Rim Censors this Thursday, 

" following months of agonising in Government over 
;* the future of the organisation. Page 7 

y 

Robinson under fire 

Our political editor believes that Geoffrey Robinson, 
the beleaguered Paym a s t er General, may yet have to 
resign his post, in spite of a spate of self-explanatory 
interviews in yesterday's Sunday papers. John rescott. 
Deputy Prime Minister, implied that Mr Robinson might 
tare -been hypocritical in keeping his money in ore 

trust fends. Mr Robinson dismissed criticisms of his 
conduct as "smears and mudT . Page 6 


Young, middle class, educated? Want 
to get on? Join the Friends generation 


Class still exerts a 
powerful influence in 
Britain in deciding who 
gets on. Judith Judd, 
Education Editor, looks 
at a new study on the 
secrets of success. 

John Major's classless society 
never happened. Proof of the 
future of the former prime min- 
ister's pledge to root out class 
is coniained in a study from the 
Economic and Social Research 
Council. 

The question: “What docs 
vour father do?" is just as 
important now as it was in the 
Fifties. 

Researchers from City Uni- 
versity investigated the lives of 
9,000 26-year-olds born in the 
same week of 1970. the young 
of the Thatcher years. Their 
srudv followed another, six years 
ago* which looked at people 
bom in the same week in 1958. 

The effect of class, and par- 
ncuiarh- Of their fathers' occu- 


pation. mattered just as much 
for the younger group as it did 
for the older. 

Professor John Bynner. one 
of the study’s authors, said: “S<v 
rial dass is a very important fac- 
tor in educational achievement. 
That is then enormously im- 
portant in determining your 
own social class." 

The study divides people 
into three groups, those who are 
getting on. those who are gel- 
ling by and those who are get- 
ting nowhere. 

And it says that the gap be- 
tween the top and bottom is 
growing. One of the most stag- 
gering findings, says Professor 
Bynner, is the change in the fate 
of people who leave school at 
the age of lb. 

.Among the J958 group 
nearly 62 per cent of men left 
at IGand every' one got a job 
regardless of their skills and 
training. In the H70 group, only 
half left at 16. but ninny ot these 
drifted in and out of work 
because of their lack of quali- 
fications. 


Professor Bynner said: "The 
top end is doing very well. 
Young people can command 
salaries they never dreamed of. 
They arc postponing marriage 
and they have a buoyant single 
lifestyle. 

“At the other end are peo- 
ple who are connected to a 
world which no longer exists." 

Other changes distinguish 
the 1970 group from the 1958 
one. Although even the men 
arc more likely to concede thai 
the sexes are equal, in general 
people have moved towards 
the right. 

More support the death 
penalty and are worried about 
law and order, and more sup- 
port censorship. 

The Thatcher years appear 
to have made their mark. The 
work ethic is stronger and only 
41 per cent of the 1970 group 
are in favour of the redistribu- 
tion of wealth compared with 
5U per cent of the 1958 group. 

The research also highlights 
the changing position of 
women. Those without children 


were very much the equal of 
iheir male peers while those 
with children tended to have 
more traditional roles. 

The three levels are; 

The getting on type - uni- 
versity educated, born into a 
middle-class family, part of the 
friends generation which has 
postponed marriage and part- 
nership. 

The getting by type - fewer 
qualifications, modest wages 
and limited prospects, vulner- 
able when times are bard and 
in a committed relationship, 
often with children. 

The getting nowhere type - 
often dependent on benefit 
and only intermittently in work, 
has no qualifications or train- 
ing skills, lives with parents or 
is a parent in a broken rela- 
tionship; is anxious, depressed 
and often ill. 

• Twenty-somethings in die 
1900s , edited by John Bynner, 
Elsa Ferri and Peter Shepherd, 
is published by Ashgate Pub- 
lishing Limited; (01252) 331551. 

Know your place, page 3 


INSIDE TODAY 


an uneasy conscience; they’ve 
said that they support me very 
strongly on no cuts; and if cuts 
are brought in, then they 
will now vote against the 
Government. 

“So that’s a clear warning to 
the Government: they may 
have won on lone parents but 
they will not win, in my view, on 
cutting disability benefits.” 

Mr Blair said: “No one is 
talking about taking away ben- 
efits from those who need it.” 
Lord Ashley said the key 
phrase, "for those who need it”, 
left the way open to the taxa- 
tion of benefits, and means test- 
ing. "So what 1 am seeking now 
is the specific, unambiguous 
statement of no cuts in disability 
benefits for individuals," he 
said. On present form, that will 
not be forthcoming. 

William Hague yesterday 
added to the chances of a Gov- 
ernment defeat when he said the 
lories would also vote against 
cuts in disability benefits. 

‘If they were to, for in- 
stance, attack Disability living 
Allowance, which is one of the 
proposals we understand is un- 
der consideration, the Conser- 
vative Party would certainly 
oppose thai," the Tory leader 
told the BBC World this Week- 
end programme. 
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lonely Britt Ekland 
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V COLUMN ONE 

Eh-oh! Can I have a 
terrorist for Christmas? 


PEOPLE 


They have been accused of corrupting our under-fives by promoting 
hallucinogenic drugs and talking gobbledegook. Now those cuddlcsomc 
creatures, the Teietubbies. stand charged with consorting with Irish 
republican terrorists. 

The latest and most surreal twist in the off-scrcen drama behind the 
children’s television series came last weekend, when it emerged that La 
La. one of the characters, has joined the ERA. 

His face has been grafted on to the image of an Armalite-wieldiog fight - 
er, which appears on T-shirts being sold on the streets of nationalist West 
Belfast. They bear the slogan “Tiocfaidh Ar La La” which, without the 
second La. is Irish for “Our day will come’. 

It may be. though, that La La himself together with Tinky Winky, Dip- 
sy and Po, has already had his day. 

The tantrums that will echo through thousands of households on Christ- 
mas morning, as small children learn that their parents have failed to track 
down one of the sought-after soft toys, could mark the last gasp ra this 
hype-driven saga. 

No matter that St Ivei is about to launch a licenced version of the Teie- 
tubbies’ favourite food, pink custard, nor that plans are already afoot to 
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Loving embrace : A I ami Tipper Gore bringing some romance to American politics 


* . * 


‘Love Story’ ends in tears for Al Gore 
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market a range of Easter eggs. Marketing experts believe that the craze 
for these large-bottomed humanoids, who have television sets in their stom- 
achs and aerials in their beads, has peaked. In a few months, the learned 
commentators who hailed them as a cultural phenomenon will be asking 
“Tele-who?" 

Eh-oh, it was only a question of time. What self-respecting child, af- 
ter all, would be seen dead with a Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle toy. the 
hottest property just a few.years back? Or, for that matter, a Cabbage Patch 
Doll? Even Buzz Lightvear. which led to fisticuffs in toyshops last Christ- 
nps. is already out of fashion. 

In this most capricious of markets, novelty is all, and fame can be cru- 
elly brief. There are honourable exceptions: the Spirograph, for instance, 
the pattern-making toy that has remained consistently popular since it was 
launched in 1965. 

The next big thing is expected to be a version of the Tamagotchi cy- 
ber-pet featuring a digital monster that engages in combat against a crea- 
ture in a rival machine. It has to be fed lots of protein in order to develop 
a good fighting physique. If this takes off, you might wish the harmless 
Telelubbies were back. 


It was the perfect ruse for adding a touch of romance 
to a charisma-challenged Vice-President with high- 
er ambitions, and for seven days it hud all of Wash- 
ington in a tizzy. Was it to take seri‘>u*h Al Gore's 
claim, as reported by Time magazine Iasi Monday, 
(bat he and his wife. Tipper, were the inspiration lor 
Hollywood's most famous Icarjerker. Low Sroiy ’ 

There were, after all. grounds for suspicion. Why- 
had we not been fed this irresistible nugget before? 
Could it possibly have anything to do with the fact 
that Gore has suffered a string of political setbacks 
of late and Is starling to worry about his prospects 
for filling Bill Clinton's shoes in JflWJ? 

It was during a recent plane ride that Gore wan- 
dered into the press section and started reminiscing 
to Time reporter. Karen Tumulty. The Vice-President 
recollected making friends with Erich Segal, the au- 
thor of Love Story, while he had been at Harvard in 
1968. So did Tommy Lee Jones, who was G< ires room- 
mate at Harvard and who. amazingly, wont on to por- 
tray the roommate of the hero of the film. 

But what caused all the excitement last week, was 
the notion that the film's central characters - Oliv- 
er Barrett IV, the waspy stud with a sensitive heart, 
played by Ryan O'Neal, and Jenny Cavilleri, the 
daughter of a baker who eventually dies, played by 
Aii MacGraw - had been directly inspired hy Al and 


Tipper. Yesterday, al last, word came from Segal him- 
self. tracked down by a reporter with the New York 
Times. Prior Mr Gore. While his version of what hap- 
pened was not all fairytale . it was not altogether ac- 
curate either. When Segal saw the Time story, he was, 
he said, "befuddled" by it. 

Segal said that one clement of the Barrett char- 
acter was indeed drawn from Mr Gore - his blue- 
blooded family background and the pressure he was 
under to follow in his father’s footsteps. (Gore's fa- 
ther was also a senator). But the most attractive side 
of Barrett - the mix of macho and sentimental -came 
not from him but from Tommy Lee Jones. 

Mrs Gore, meanwhile, is out of the chain alto- 
gether. “I did not draw a thing from Tipper." Segal 
told the Times. “1 knew her only as Al’s date." 

What damage the weeklong episode will do to Mr 
Gore is unclear. His press office is suggesting that 
Ms Tumulty may have read too much into the orig- 
inal plane-ride conversation. “The Vice-President nev- 
er mis-spoke." a spokeswoman insisted at the 
weekend. "He may have been misheard." 

If that was the case, why, one wonders, did the 
Vice-President let the story run unchallenged for a 
week? Perhaps because this press was just too good 
to knock down, even if it was only a quarter true. 

— David Usbome. New York 


Clark sues over 
spoof diaries 


— Kathy Marks 
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Alan Clark, the Conservative 
MP whose published diaries con- 
vulsed the English political scene, 
begins a High Court action today- 
over the London Ei-ening Stan- 
dard's weekly spoof of his lively 
doings. 

At an estimated four-day hear- 
ing in the Chancery Division, be- 
fore Mr Justice Lightraan. the 
former defence minister (pictured 
right) is set to accuse the paper of 
“passing off". 

He claims that readers have 
been duped into believing that ar- 
ticles written under his name were 
penned by him, or at least with his 
permission, when the opposite 



Lottery winners 
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hogged the best-seller lists with his 
outrageous diaries which detailed 
his seductions and made generous 
side-swipes at friends and foes. 

The newspaper column to 
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liaraem as MP for Kensington 
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no-one in ‘ their right minds" 
would think it was by Mr Oark. 


Some people just never have 
enough, it seems. Even lottery 
millionaires cannot afford all the 
luxuries they desire. 

Asked by the lottery operator. 
Camelot. about their jackpots, the 
millionaire winners claimed they 
did not have enough cash for 
everything they wanted. 

Elaine Thompson, of Bas- 
ingstoke, Hampshire, won £2.7rn, 
but wants Donald Trump’s apart- 
ment in New York which is on the 
market for£14ra. Gary Ashmore, 
of Reading. Berkshire, who won 
i l .66m in June, said: “I would love 
to buy an entire airline and would 
call it Ashmore Airlines." While 
Boh and Anne Westland, of Alloa 
in Scotland, said their £3.Sm was 
not enough for a private island in 
(he sun. 

But being a multi-millionaire 
does make life easier for some. R>r- 
mcr assistant shop manager Karl 
Crompton, from Blackpool- who 
scooped £ 10.9m a year ago last 
May. admitted gratefully: “1 have 
everything I've always wanted." 

— Louise Jury 
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HEALTH ^ 

Women at risk from screening delays 

months longer than the recommended three 

^r Sfr^ening. a survey hy HCftM* ™< !Now 

^Professor Ciartrn Woodmen, director of public health at CMA :.H» 
Dilal Manchester, says delays in screening increase the chance of a can- 
Lroiis tumour going^ndetected until it is in the e d ™cnd a a g^ H e is 
SSS for the interval between screenings to he reduced from three to 

™ P^Ssor Woodman said “The aim of screening is to pick up new can- 
cers The longer vou leave it between tests the greater the chance of- not 
Siting a cJLr until it is in its advanced stages. OnnUta have shown 
thTt the risk of an interval cancer begins to rise dramatically after too yea* 
So if we shorten the interval we reduce the risfcof an interval ameer hap- 
pening. If slippage is beyond three years, U should be a cause for concern 

r Under current guidelines, women between the ages of 50-and 64 are 
routinely invited for free breast screening od the NHS every three years. 
Women over 64 are also entitled to free screening, but have to ask. for a 
mammogram through their GP. About one million women go for 
screening every year at 100 units around the UK. 
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Cars loved more than environment 


Government pleas to lure more people out of their cars and on to public 
transport appear to be falling on deaf ears, according to a survey out to- 
day. Only three in 10 people believe that more efficient trains, tubes and 
buses will mean fewer cars on the road, said the survey from vehide in- 
quiry service Equifax HPI. 

Three in four motorists say they are against proposals to reduce the 
number of cars driven, the survey also showed. Also, more than 60 per 
cent of those questioned feel that the cost of using public transport 
prevents more people using it 

“Despite the Government's environmental concerns, it seems that we 
as a nation are more committed to our cars than the environment" said 
Equifax HPI managing director Tony Worthy. 

He went on: “When you consider that new car sales will be extremely 
high this year, it seems that the British public are more indinedt^qj ever 
to get behind the wheel, instead of getting on the bus." 



SOCI ETY 

Blacks ‘denied fair deal at work* 


looks do#r 
ithe underc 


Black people are not getting a fair deal at work even though they are just : 
as well qualified as whites, according to a new report today. There are more : 
young black people in full time education than white, while equal num- - 
bers of black and white people go on to higher education, the TUGstudy _ 
found. ’ - 

But black people continue to be under represented in higher-paying : 
jobs, suggesting that racial discrimination is continuing. . ' 

The TUC today launches a series of new posters showing the positive 
contribution black workers make to the economy which have been sent 
to offices and fadories throughout the country. 
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TOURJST RATES 




Australia (dollars) 

2.41 

Italy (lira) 

2,798 

Austria (schillings) 

19.97 

japan (yen) 

212.87 

Belgium (francs) 

58.71 

Malta (lira) 

0.62 

Canada ($) 

230 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.20 ' 

Cyprus (pounds) 

033 

Norway (kroner) 

11.69 ' 

Denmark (kroner) 

10.89 

Portugal (escudos) 

289.98 

France (francs) 

9.50 

Spain (pesetas) 

239.57 j 

Germany (marks) 

2.85 

Sweden (kroner) 

1236 j 

Greece (dracbmei) 

450.42 

Switzerland (francs) 

2.31 | 

Hong Kong ($) 

12.44 

Turkey (lira) 

320.6401 , 

Ireland (punts) 

1.09 

USA ($) 

1.61 ; 
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Patsy and Edina qualify for classes two and one respectively, Loadsamoney makes it in to dass four, and Rab C Nesbit b in the underclass 

She looks down on him, he looks up to her, 
and the underclass will always know its place 


Who has what job 
remains the key to 
social class, say 
government 
statisticians. David Waiter 
explains that who gives 
the orders at work will 
become the basis for 
dividing us up for 
official purposes. 


A working puny of sociologists 
and statisticians today pub- 
lishes a classification scheme 
which, for the first lime, offi- 
cially recognises the existence 
of an "underclass". 

The new scheme will re- 
shape the way the Government 
collects data from the public, 
and the amounts of money 
paid out in grants to schools, 
hospitals and councils. Gov- 
ernment delinii inns also affect 
the way market research com- 
panies operate, along with the 
decisions of insurance com- 
panies and building societies 
about policies and loans. 

The report, from the Eco- 
nomic and Social Research 
Council to the Office for Na- 
tional Statistics, says firmly that 
class still matters in modem 


Britain, and that work re- 
mains the most important 
source of differentiation. 

It dismisses the idea that 
people are nowadays less so- 
cially- distinguishable, for ex- 
ample in terms of what they 
eat. what they wear and where 
they shop. It says people 's 
place in the pecking order is 
vitally affected by whether 
they give orders or take them. 

Bui in place of the old 
Registrar-General's social 
classes, which has been large- 


ly unchanged since the 1920s, 
the new ladder has more 
rungs. Instead of the old social 
classes TV and V, partly-skilled 
and unskilled occupations, the 
statisticians are creating sep- 
arate classes for those em- 
ployed in “routine jobs" 
(which include truck drivers 
and traffic wardens) and those 
in "elementary occupations" 
(waiters and cleaners, for 
example). 

A new separate class is 
proposed for the long-term un- 


employed and those who have 
never worked. It is recent 
growth in this latter group 
which made the old classifi- 
cation redundant. 

“Many were excluded, in- 
cluding large numbers of those 
who are retired, long-term 
sick, disabled and not in em- 
ployment, unemployed or nev- 
er employed," says the report. 
Although Labour inherits this 
work from the previous ad- 
ministration. it fits well with the 
new government's social pol- 


THE NEW CLASS DIVISIONS 


The new classes Qass 1: Professionals and senior managers, doctors, lawyers, teachers, fund 
managers, executive directors, professors, editors, managers (with more than 25 staff under 
them), top civil servants 

Class 2: Associate professionals and junior managers. Nurses, social workers, estate agents, 
lab technicians, supervisors, managers with fewer than 25 staff under them, journalists, enter- 
tainers. actors. 

Class 3: Intermediate occupations. Sales managers, secretaries, nursery nurses, computer op- 
erators. stage hands. 

Class 4: Self employed non professionals. Driving instructors, builders. 

Class 5; Other supervisors, craft jobs. Charge hands, plumbers, telephone fitters. 

Class 6: Routine jobs. Lorry drivers, assembly line workers. 

Class 7: Elementary jobs. Labourers, waiters, cleaners. 

Class 8; Unemployed. 

The old dass divisions. I Professionals II Managerial and technical III Skilled jobs a) non manual 
b) manual IV Partly-skilled occupations V Unskilled occupations 


On-line shopping for all, urges think-tank 


Games, 
CD-Roms and 
techno treats 

NETWORK+ 


Only one in 400 

police complaints 
lead to punishment 


icy priorities, especially welfare 
to work. The new class defin- 
itions should allow easier tar- 
geting of communities where 
the “socially excluded" live, 
and easier measurement of its 
own success in getting unem- 
ployed and disabled people off 
the dole and into employ- 
ment. It also chimes with 
Labour’s emphasis on the cen- 
tral position of work in 
people's lives. 

“Social class," says Profes- 
sor David Rose of the Uni- 
versity of Essex, who 
co-ordinated the study, “needs 
to be defined in terms of pro- 
duction, of where and how 
people are employed. It may 
sound old-fashioned but work 
is what matters. It also matters 
whether you are an employer 
or an employee." 

He cited a recent study of 
civil servants, which showed 
that stress-related illness, dis- 
ability and early retirement on 
grounds of health affected 
lower grade workers far more 
than top mandarins. The so- 
ciologists say occupation is 
closely linked with health, and 
class correlations still exist 
between parents' job and chil- 
dren’s educational attainment 
and success in life. 


The debate over police 
disciplinary procedures 
looks set to heighten, 
with the revelation that 
less than one per cent of 
complaints against police 
ever translate into 
punishment. Our 
reporter investigates 
whether Britain’s police 
are unimpeachable - or 
simply above the law. 

Only one police officer re- 
ceived disciplinary action for 
every 382 police officers against 
whom complaints were made 
last year, Home Office figures 
have revealed. 

Between 1996 and 1997, al- 
most 10,000 complaints involv- 
ing the Metropolitan Police, 
and more than 36,000 involving 
officers across En glan d and 
Whies, were made and com- 
pleted. Of those figures, 20 
Metropolitan police officers and 
102 across En g land and Wales 
received disciplinary action. 

The figures were revealed in 
a written answer from Home 
Office Minis ter Alim Michael 
to Kevin McNamara, Labour 
MP for Hull North. Mr Mc- 
Namara, who said he was 
“shocked" by the figures, is to 
write to the Home Secretary, 
Jack Straw, to draw his atten- 
tion to the ratio of completed 
complaints to disciplinary action 
against officers. 

“1 would like to think that it 
shows what a fine, upstanding 
body of men and women they 
are, but I think it says something 
more about the way complaints 
against police are investigated," 
Mr McNamara said. 

The figures look set to fuel 
increasing criticism, even from 
within the forces themselves, 
that police disciplinary proce- 
dures are inadequate. 

In a speech last month. Met- 


EXCLUSIVE 
BY JOJO 
MOYES 


ropolitan Police Commissioner 
Sir Paul Condon reiterated this 
point to MPs and repeated his 
allegation that up to 250officexs 
at Scotland Yard were corrupt. 

The Commissioner also 
noted the large number of of- 
ficers under investigation who 
go sick. Many internal inquiries 
are halted without proof of 
wrongdoing when the accused 
officers take retirement on 
health grounds. In 1995-6, more 
than 70 percent of officers fac- 
ing investigation retired on 
medical grounds. 

A Police Complaints Au- 
thority spokesman said the dis- 
parity between the complaints 
made and officers disciplined 
could be explained by a num- 
ber of factors. “There is often 
a disparity between those com- 
plaints made and those we are 
able to investigate fully. The 
Home Office would record all 
the complaints, including min or 
complaints which would not be 
investigated formally," he said. 

He added: "Often com plaints 

fafl down because they are with- 
drawn. An awful lot of people 


drop out often the complaint is 
made when someone is very an- 
gry. TheyTl then think better of 
it and change their mind." 

In many other cases, be 
said, the complainant would not 
cooperate with an investigation, 
or refuse to respond to letters. 

But there are other reasons 
why a complaint may not result 
in punishment for the officer 
concerned. Disciplinary pro- 
ceedings against police offi- 
cers have to attain a level of 
proof far higher than is the case 
in other occupations. To save 
embarrassment, many are sim- 
ply offered early retirement. 

Similarly, police forces have 
the power to prevent any in- 
vestigation into their activities 
simply by refusing to record the 
complaint Where a complaint 
is referred to the PGA it is ex- 
amined by another police force. 

Labour MP Chris Mullin, 
chairman of the Commons 
Home Affairs Committee, 
which is investigating police 
disciplinary and complaints 
procedures, said: “It’s widely 
recognised that the existing 
complaints and discipline pro- 
cedures are not satisfactory 
and that there are many ob- 
stacles in the way of dealing ef- 
fectively with the small minority 
of officers who are either cor- 
rupt or who misbehave. 

“Our report is likely to sug- 
gest some robust ways of over- 
coming these difficulties." 


POLICE COMPLAINTS AND DISCIPLINE 1996-97 


Metropolitan 

Police 

England 
and Wales 

Total complaints completed 

9,919 

36,731 

Officers charged with disciplinary 
offence as a result of a complaint 

36 

141 

Officers receiving disciplinary action 
as a result of a complaint 

20 

102 
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Midland Private Banking 

Interest rates for Midland 
Private Banking customers 

With effect from 5 January 1998 


. With half of all shopping 
forecast to be done 
electronically in less 
than 20 years, we are on 
the brink of a ’trading 
revolution’. A new 
report suggests that by 
government and 
technology working 
together, cheap, high- 
quality goods can be 
available for all at the 
push of a button. Glenda 
Cooper. Social Affairs 
Correspondent, reports. 


Su*jn waul'- someone to look 
after her children for l he af- 
ternoon. vi she switches on her 
interactive T\ and goes to the 
childcare page where she can 
select a police-veiled 
childminder. 


Before she goes out. how- 
ever. she needs to mow the 
lawn, so she turns lo another 

page which informs her of mow- 
ers to hire nearby, the cheapest 
rates and availability of delivery. 

Meanwhile, up the road in 
Stockport, three enach drivers 
have got together in lease a 52- 
sealer bus which they operate 
around the Manchester area. 
Potential passengers can book 
tickets through their computer 
where the drivers advertise the 
times of journeys. 

Sounds like an impossible 
dream? According tu ihe think 
tank Demos this could all be- 
come reality in the next couple 
of decades as teleshopping be- 
comes the norm. 

Next autumn. British Inter- 
active Broadcasting, part 
owned by Rupert Murdoch's 
News International, launches in 
Britain offering fully-fledged 
home shopping at the touch of 


a button. However, Demos ar- 
gues that the Government must 
help set up what il calls “guar- 
anteed electronic markets" 
[GEMs] or “people's market- 
ing" which will ensure that the 
disadvantaged are nol exclud- 
ed from this trading revolution. 
At present, teleshopping stands 
lo benefit big companies with 
well known brands, large data- 
bases and the funds to afford 
the steep start-up costs. 

GEMs. however, would be 
set up as a collaboration be- 
tween the Government and 
the private sector, establishing 
u central computer running 
thousands of “marketplaces" - 
like teleshopping systems in 
which unyone can buy or sell. 

The GEM would include a 
standard contract to make deals 
such as hiring a childminder or 
buying a ticket legally binding, 
and would make sure that 
people had been veiled. 


For example, when Susan 
wants a childminder she would 
switch on her interactive TV 
and go to the childcare rile. Se- 
lecting daycare, she specifies the 
time for which her two children 
need to be looked after. The 
system calculates the lowest 
price for that in her area. 

AU childminders registered 
have to have police clearance 
and have been vetted. Susan 
can look at bow many times the 
carer has been hired, if there 
are any complaints made 
against her and at her qualifi- 
er tiaas. if Susan wants to hire 
the carer, she clicks on the con- 
tract page where a legally- 
binding contract is laid out. 

The author of the report 
Wingham Rowan, says that the 
Government by setting up the 
GEMs, would prevent people 
becoming excluded from the 
benefits of electronic trading by 
opening up a huge market- 


place for small business and sole 
traders. 

“We stand on the brink of an 
electronic revolution as mo- 
mentous as the information 
revolution," said Mr Rowan. 
“This could have huge social 
and economic costs unless steps 
are taken to include everyone 
- from the affluent and tech- 
nologically literate to the mar- 
ginalised and disadvantaged. 

“Setting up GEMs offers 
new ways to harness electron- 
ic trading so that it provides 
benefits for everyone not just 
an 61ite. If the true economic 
and social potential of elec- 
tronic commerce is to be lib- 
erated, government must play 
a leading role." 

• Guamnieed demonic markets: 
the backbone of a twenty first cen- 
tury economy? by Wingham 
Rowan is avaUabie fmm Demos, 
9 Bridewell Place, London EC4V 
6AP, £14.95 plus 60p p&p 


Private Banking Current Account 

Up to £2.000 
£2,000+ 

£10,000+ 

£50,000+ 

Gross* 

0.40 

1.49 

321 

3.45 

Net* 

032 

1.19 

2.56 

2.76 

Private Banking Savings Account 
(monthly Interest option) 

Gross* 

NetH 

Up to £10.000 

4.65 

3.72 

£10,000+ 

4.89 

3.91 

£25,000+ 

537 

439 

£50,000+ 

5.85 

4.66 

Private Banking Savings Account 
(annual interest option] 



Up 10 £10,000 

4.75 

3-80 

£10.000+ 

5.00 

AM 

£25,000+ 

5.50 

4.40 

£50,000+ 

6.00 

430 


Investment Management 

Cash held on the Capital Account within our Investment Management 
Service will earn interest at the following rates: 



Gross % 

Net?* 

Up to £2,000 

0.40 

032 

£2X00+ 

1.50 

130 

£5X00+ 

4.G7 

3.73 

£10X00+ 

4S1 

332 

. £25.000+ 

5.40 

432 

£50,000+ 

537 

4.69 


Cross: the rate before the deduction oi tax applied to interest on savings. Nee this is the annual rate of 
interest alter the deduction of lax applied to interest on savings. 

Midland Private Banking is a trading name of Midland Bank Trust Company Limited, a subsidiary of Midland 
Bank pic. This interest rate notice is Issued by Midland Bank pic, TO Bax 757, Hemet Hempstead. 

Hertfordshire. HP24SS. 

Member HSBC Group 
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TV watchdog bans world-debt crisis commercial 




One child live r y Siond 
is born into’inassi&S debt 
in the world’s- pooresgfeountries 





No matter howtmuch 
tifey pay ba"k 
the^debt keeps rising 


Stilb from the commercial by Christian Aid, which highlights Thhd World debt ‘madness* and which the ITC found to be in breach of its code of standards and practice; the advertisement was to have been broadcast from the New Year 


A television commercial 
highlighting the human impact of 
the Third World debt burden has 
been banned by advertising 
watchdogs. The charity Christian 
Aid, which wants public debate in 
advance of the G8 industrialised 
nations' discussion of the debt 
crisis next year, is surprised. 

Louise Jury reports. 


A commercial due to be shown from the 
New Year is in breach of the Independent 
Television Commission’s (ITC) code of 
standards and practice, it has been ruled. 

The Broadcast Advertising Clearance 
Centre has refused Christian Aid permis- 
sion to broadcast a 60-second and a 40- 
second advertisement which calls for the 
Third World debt "‘madness” to be cancelled. 

Andrew Simms, from Christian Aid, 
said yesterday: “It seems an absurd situ- 
ation when you can advertise nuclear pow- 


er stations [and] the Spice Girts ...hut you 
can't raise an issue (hat thousands of lives 
depend on.” 

The advertisement is a sloiy of two debt 
collectors who are seen taking a needle 
from a nurse as she is about to inoculate 
a black baby. They leave with a haul in- 
cluding milk and the baby's blanket. 

Mr Simms said that across sub-Saharan 
Africa, there were countries which were 
spending mure servicing their debts to the 
Western powers than their health and ed- 


ucation budgets combined. Children were 
being depriv ed of their future by the debts 
which were often old and being paid to 
regimes which could afford to do without 
the repayments, he claimed. “This advert 
shi iw.s the human side [of the debt crisis]." 

Article number 10 of the ITC code says: 
“No advertisement may be inserted by or 
on behalf of any txxiy whose objects are 
wholly or mainly of a political nature, and 
no advertisement may be directed towards 
any political end. No advertisement may 


... show partiality as respects matters of 
political or industrial controversy or re- 
lating to current public policy." 

But Christian Aid believed the com- 
mercial would not fall foul of regulations 
because it points the finger at no partic- 
ular government or organisation. The 
World B ank, the International Monetary 
Fund and most governments agree there 
is a major problem. 

The G8 group of industrialised nations 
is due to meet In Birmingham in May. The 


charity said they wanted to stimulate de- 
bate before then. ... 

“If anybody is in a position to do some- 
thing about it, they are," Mr Simms said. 

But a spokesman for the Broadcast Ad- 
vertising Clearance Council, which ex- 
amines advertisements on behalf , of .the 
ITC said the advertisement was in breach 
of the code. 

He would not explain why, but said it 
could be the treatment of the subject rather 
than the subject matter itself. 


SI CITROEN 


A Xaritia 


with all that 


equipment 


for 




740 ? 





it in. 






Standard features on the Xantia Temptation 2 include: -Air conditioning .Remote central locking .Power steering .Alarm 
• Electric front windows • Drivers airbag * 6 speaker RDS radio cassette • Body coloured bumpers/ mirrors * Front fog light- 
. 16 valve petrol or turbo diesel, saloon or estate; The Temptation 2 is one of a range 


CITROEN XANTIA 

of limited edition Xantia's available now. For more information call 0300 262 262. nothing moves you like a citro^ 
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Glasgow taps still cut off 


More than 50,000 people in the 
north of Glasgow without wa- 
ter since last Wednesday after 
a diesel spill contaminated sup- 
plies, still do not know when 
normal service will be resumed. 
Some reports suggested that a 
phased reconnection of tap wa- 
ter to homes in the north of 
Glasgow would begin today, but 
it now looks as though this will 
happen later in the week. 


West of Scotland Water said 
that “significant progress" had 
been, made in its attempts to. re- 
move diesel from water served 
by the Burncrooks treatment 
works at Drymen, near Loch 
Lomood.The Scottish Office an- 
nounced said on Saturday that 
an independent investigation 
would be held to examine the 
cause of the emergency and the 
water firm’s management of iL 


Interpol joins hunt for rapist 


The hunt for Britain’s most 
wanted serial rapist has turned 
international. West Yorkshire 
Police have called in Interpol to 
help locate suspects in Australia, 
Holland, Gibraltar and France. 

The suspects are among al- 
most 7,000 men still to be elim- 
inated in the hunt for a rapist 
who has struck five times since 


1982. Last June, police 
launched Operation Lynx and 
revealed the same man was re- 
sponsible for abducting and 
sexually assaulting women in 
Leicestershire, Yorkshire and 
Nottinghamshire. The man is 
white, at least 35, 5ft 8ins and 
uses the phrase “lass" or 
“lassie’' to his victims. 


Two win £4m each in lotte 


• . . -- ...ur .. . -p. : v, ; - 

Two ticket holders shared ningnumbers were4,3€, 32, 147 
Saturday night’s £8.1tn :Na--y 3, iLand. the bouas m^nber 
tional Lottery jackpot The win- was 46. 


DAILY POEM 


.hMt 


Fire-Jottings 


By Tomas Transtrdmer, translated by Robin Fulton 


Throughout the dismal months my life sparkled alive only 
I made • - 

love with you. 



A s the firefly ignites and fades out, ignites, and fades out, - in', 
glimpses 

we can trace its flight 
in the dark among the olive trees. 


Throughout the dismal months the soul lay shrunken, lifeless, 
but the body went straight to you. 

The night sky bellowed 

Stealthily we milked the cosmos and survived. 


Today’s poem comes from Bloodaxe’s edition of New Collected 
Poems (£9.95), by Tomas Transtr&ner, Sweden’s most important 
living poet, who has published 11 collections since 1954, His 
work has been translated into more Lhan 40 languages. 


ADULT MELIUS EXPECTORANT 
WITH DECOMGESTAMT 

„ ^J5H9 R1ANCE notice 

TO CONSUMERS AND RETAILERS 
(BATCH NUMBER - 1197P187) 

Selon Healthcare Group pic in the UK is taking the 
precautionary measure of recalling packs Of ADULT ‘ 
MELIUS EXPECTORANT WITH DECONGESTANT 
following the discovery that the incorrect grade of 
alcohol was used in its manufacture. Only a small 
number of bottles have been sold and this can only 
be done under a Pharmacist’s supervision. 

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO 

• If you have purchased ADULT MELIUS 
EXPECTORANT WITH DECONGESTANT, check for -. 
rode 11077187. This will be located both on the -’ 

bohom of the canon and on the label of the bottle in - 
the bottom right hand comer. 

• if you have taken ADULT MELTUS EXPECTORANT 

DECONGESTANT Batch Number 

. ** n ° Wfed “"■* Pl**e consul, your Doctor. ■ 

If the pack is coded I197P187 please return it to 

yom -phamac* or send iMo the address appearing 
on the bo! tie marked for the attention of ^ 

The Quality Manager’. 

• rr take 00 fiWher acUon 11 code is 
Mr,-™ 97P187orifthe product is NOT ADULT 

• ECT0RANT WI ™ DK0N GKnANT 
ALL OTHER MELTUS VARIANTS ARE NOT 

affected. 

Sfllon Healthcare Group pic apologise for any 

r r n “ Please !« '<«l Pharmacia 

01.1 : 


w' 

■■ J.tl’ 0 *”". 








autumn*,) 




— 

ta* > iiafe 

• -- SbiM 
■ 




A 

— ■ .v -n. vei* 



**->•* m 



••• '-.**** 
r-M.fo-i: 

,M m ii 



-= w**? 


., s >‘v " 

i^r: ■ 


i\ -rC- . 
•:***'- • 




>- 






3WA 














5/HEALTH NEWS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
MONDAY 15 DECEMBER 1997 

5 


Hospitals offer lucky dip in post-surgery pain control 


Choosing the right hospital for 
your operation can dramatically 
reduce the pain you suffer as a 
result. Jeremy Lourance , Health 
Editor, examines a major report 
into anaesthetic services in the 
National Health Service. 

Most patients believe pain is unavoidable 
after surgery. But an investigation by the 
Audit Commission, the official National 
Health Service watchdog, to be published 


this week, shows that there are wide dif- 
ferences between hospitals. It found that 
where you have the surgery is as important 
as the kind of operation in determining the 
amount of pain you suffer. 

A study of hernia patients, conducted 
as part of the commission’s investigation, 
found “significant variations" among hos- 
pitals in the proportion of patients who suf- 
fered “moderate" or “severe" pain. About 
80,000 hernias are carried out each year and 
it is one of the commonest operations per- 
formed on the NHS. 

Patients in hospitals with acute pain 


teams -staff specialty trained in techniques 
to deal with it - had the least pain but only 
57 per cent of hospitals have such teams. 
More than one in three hospitals do not 
bother to assess patients' pain regularly on 
all surgical wards. 

The report, 'Anaesthesia Under Ex- 
amination", also found that there has 
been no reduction in overall levels of pain 
experienced by NHS patients over the past 
25 years, despite advances in treatment and 
drugs. 

Dr Chris Glynn, consultant anaesthetist 
at the Oxford Radcliffe Hospitals NHS 


Thist and author of a 1995 survey of pain 
services in hospitals, said: “Pain is the worst 
taught and worst managed subject in med- 
ical school. In hospitals, medical staff 
measure blood pressure and temperature 
and a whole range of other things, but they 
don’t measure pain." 

Pain can be measured simply by asking 
patients to mark a point on a scale rang- 
ing from no pain to severe pain. Nurses then 
provide painkillers' and can vary their 
strength according to whether subsequent 
measurements show the pain growing or 
reducing. “This has been shown to be the 


single most important way of reducing pain 
- by getting staff to measure it," Dr Glynn 
said. 

The Audit Commission study, which also 
covers pain control in childbirth and for 
people with chronic conditions, shows 
that the likelihood of finding a hospital with 
an acute pain t pam varies widely around 
the country. In the North Thames region, 
covering north London and the home 
counties, almost 75 per cent of hospitals 
have the teams; but in the South Thames 
region, covering south London, Kent and 
Surrey, fewer than half do. 


Anaesthetists warned, however, lhar pain 
is subjective and the same operation by the 
same surgeon with the same anaesthetist 
can leave one patient doubled up while an- 
other is pain-free. 

One consultant said: “The simplest 
way to deal with pain is to render the pa- 
tient largely unconscious but you don’t want 
them to breathe less because then they get 
pneumonia. There is a limit to how much ' 
pain you can get rid of, or would want to." 

The Royal College of Anaesthetists de- 
clined to comment on the Audit Commis- 
sion report in advance of its publication. 


How perfect teeth 
cost £1 ,000 to fix 


A. journalist posing as a 
patient who visited 
25 dentists round the 
country found some 
who said he had nothing 
wrong with his teeth, 
while others suggested 
more than £1,00 0-worth 
of treatment. Jeremy 
Lou ranee asks if such 
variations are inevitable. 

It is a well-tried trick and the 
results are always startling. 
Send a journalist “undercover” 
to dentists across the country 
to see what treatment they 
recommend and bow much it 
will cosL 

In the latest survey of this 
kind, published today in Read- 
er's Digpst, the ‘■patient” found 
one dentist who said be need- 
ed nothing more than a scale 
and polish, while another sug- 
gested three fillings, extraction 
of a wisdom tooth and the re- 
placement of four crowns 
costing more than £1,000. 

Both these were private 
dentists in Swansea, West 
Glamorgan. Another private 
dentist, in London, recom- 


mended one filling and one 
crown at a cost of £430. 

Sticking with the NHS did 
not guarantee cheaper treat- 
ment. One NHS dentist in 
Birmingham suggested five fill- 
ings and replacing a crown at 
a cost of £413. 

Before starting on his trav- 
els, the journalist, Tony Dawe, 
bad a check-up from bis own 
dentist and two professors of 
dental health. All three said he 
needed no treatment other 
than a scale and polish. 

Dentists have an incentive 
to treat because the more they 
do the more they are paid. Mr 
Dawe concludes: “Dentistry is 
a stunningly inexact science. 
Even though I had expected 
that dentists would have dif- 
ferent, yet valid, opinions, I was 
not prepared for the astound- 
ing variations in diagnoses.” 

The British Dental Associ- 
ation said a survey of any pro- 
fession would reveal 
differences of opinion. 

A spokeswoman said: 
“Sending a patient on a tour of 
dentists is an artificial test be- 
cause what is appropriate treat- 
ment for a regular atlender 
might not be for someone 
coming for the first time." 



Open house: Dentists’ diagnoses vary across the country, as do their charges Photograph: Nicholas Turpin 


NHS pays dear for 
cost-cutting body 


The NHS Supplies Authority, 
set up to cut costs, has been se- 
verely criticised by a Commons 
committee after it was revealed 
that running costs outstripped 
any savings made. 

In the first four years of its 
operations as a central buying 
agency for hospitals in England, 
NHS Supplies saved the health 
service jE264m. Bui the Com- 
mons Committee of Public Ac- 
counts has been told that the 
authority has total annual run- 
ning costs of £7 0m - or £280w 
over four years. 

David Davis, the former 
Ibry minister who chairs the 
committee that monitors 
Whitehall efficiency and effec- 
tiveness, said: “NHS Supplies 
operates in a sector where funds 
are scarce and every pound 
must be spent to maximum ef- 
fect. It was set up to save the 
NHS money, and to date it is 
clearly failing. 

“Progress in establishing a 
s ingl e organisation has been too 
slow. It is unacceptable that 
there is no consistency in prices 
paid and ‘mark-ups' charged by 
NHS Supplies." 

In evidence, MPs were told 
that in the early years of the au- 
thority, trusts in the South and 


West of England were being 
charged £26 for delivering a box 
of surgical gauze, while only 
£4 was charged for the same ser- 
vice in North Thames Anglia 
region. 

MPs were assured last year 
that suefa charging differentials 
no longer existed. They were 
also told that more than half of 
all trust chief executives were 
unhappy with the authority’s 
prices and its value for money. 

But the authority's chief ex- 
ecutive told the committee: 
“We took over a pretty unholy 
mess. What we have done is to 
transfer that into something 
which is already very, very 
significantly better." 

In spite of their law rating for 
the authority, trust chief 
executives were still using 
NHS Supplies because it was 
better than the alternative, he 
added. 

One MP commented that 
the organisation was a “funny 
animal": while another said it 
was a “monster". 

• NHS Supplies in England, 
first Report of Public Accounts 
Committee. Commons paper, 
349: Session 1997-98; Stationery 
Officer £8. 

— Anthony Bevins 
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Robinson suggested share deal to family’s offshore trust 


Geoffrey Robinson, the 
beleaguered Treasury 
Minister, was yesterday 
accused of being 
economical with the 
truth over the conduct 
of an offshore trust. 
With John Prescott 
hinting at hypocrisy, 
Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, says the Prime 
Minister might yet have 
to let him go. 


In a lawyer's letter, threatening 
action for defamation against 
the Observer last Monday, it was 
stated on behalf of Mr Robin- 
son. Paymaster General, that his 
family’s offshore Orion Trust - 
of which be is a discretionary' 
beneficiary - “act entirely in- 
dependently of him and are not 
controlled, or their decisions in- 
fluenced. by him in any way”. 

Yesterday, it was revealed 


that Mr Robinson had been in- 
volved m discussions with Orion 
before the trustees bad gone on 
to buy £10m worth of shares in 
TxansTec, the engineering com- 
pany he founded, and £8m 
worth of shares in Coventry City 
Football Club. 

Peter Lilley, the shadow 
Chancellor, said last night: "His 
claim that he did not influence 
the Orion Trust ‘in any way' has 
been shown to be false." 

He added: “Over the past 
few days, it has become dear 

that the Paymaster General has 

been economical with the truth 
in public statements about bis 
personal financial arrange- 
ments" 

But in a statement last night, 
Mr Robinson said his position 
had been vindicated, and he 
added: “I am a millionaire and 
1 am delighted also to be a busi- 
nessman who is a minister in a 
Labour government, and I now 
want to get on with my job in 
the Treasury of helping to build 
a more successful economy.'’ 



Lap of luxury: Geoffrey Robinson, Labour’s millionaire Paymaster General, dismissed attacks as ‘smears and mud 


Photograph: David Rose 


Mr Lilley said: “We still 
don't know all the facts. But it 
is dear that Geoffrey Robinson 
no longer retains a shred of 
credibility. If he will not now re- 
sign, the Prime Minister must 


dismiss him." The possibility of 
that being forced was increased 
yesterday when the Deputy 
Prime Minister appeared in 
back charges of hypocrisy 
against his ministerial colleague. 


Mr Prescott told the BBC 
television programme Breakfast 
with Fn >\t: "1 notice a number of 
the papers sort of saying he 
hasn't done anything wrong. 
You may argue that the politi- 


cian said one thing, perhaps 
done another that seems to be 
the greatest charge against him. " 

But Mr Robinson told the 
Sunday Express : “What is 
hypocrisy? Hypocrisy is saying 



Who’s mini 



voir business? 


£>i. 






You wouldn’t trust an unqualified dentist to 
extract a sore tooth - so why trust an inferior 
server to handle your business computing 
needs? 
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To compete in today’s world you need to be efficient. That efficiency 
comes from within your organisation. The accuracy and retrival speed 
of your data, your communications and of course your staff. The frame 
work that brings these elements together and allows them to perform 
efficiently is quite simply your computer system - your servers). 

If your server tails even for a second, you could loose valuable 
information, communications links and even hours of productivity, 
eventually leading to a loss in competitive advantage. 

So when it comes to choosing a server, speed efficiency and 
reliability must be key. So when it comes to choosing a server, why 
choose anything other than the world’s leading PC manufacturer, 
whose name spells out speed, efficiency and reliability. 

Compaq offers a complete range of servers to suit your 
demanding business needs. From the small business through to 
the global organisation, Compaq’s servers offer that reliability 
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you need. 

O That quality performance comes to you without a high price 
tag. In fact Action Computer Supplies offers Compaq 
servers from just £699.00 (+VAT), together with Next Day 
delivery nationwide and easy ordering. 
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So the question still stands - Why choose any other 
server as the backbone for your organisation? 

Freephone Action today for more information and 
demand the best for your business. 
FREEphone 0800 333 333. 
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0800 333333 



Action Computer Supplies 

the best place to buy computers over the phone 

freephone (ader fines open: Ifafttif 8am to 6pm, Sab Sam to 1 pm) 0800 333 333 onaie, www^cbon.com tree fax 0800 1020 30 

Next Day Nationwide defiveiy available, caH for details and charges. All prices exclude VAT. All trademarks are reqrslsred to their resDective omen 
Computer Supplies. Afperton House. Bridgewater Road. Wembley, Middlesex. HA0 1 EH. A division of DSl, Data Systerre^rr^^l, R^n^ngfandTfto ' 1380660. E&OE 


Action 




] t> v&>\ 


one thing and doing another. I 
haven't condemned offshore 
trusts, but I’ve made it clear that 
whatever government policy is, 
I will follow it." 

Mr Robinson, who put bis 
personal wealth at £30m, dis- 
missed the attacks as “smears and 
mud". He said he had paid 
about £1.4m in income tax over 
the last five years; he paid all his 
taxes in the UK; and the idea that 
he was "dodging tax is a bit rich". 

He told the Observer. “I 
have many faults, but hypocrisy 
is not one of them.” Last week’s 
demand for an apology, under 
threat of libel action, appeared 


to have been forgotten. The 
Tbries. however, wffl now beget- 
ting their teeth into two fresh 
pieces of meat -Mr Robinson’s 
behind -the-scenes involvement 
id two Orion transactions, and 
the definition of “influence”. 

On the TransTfcc transac- 
tion, Mr Robinson told the Er- 
pnss: “A rights issue was being 
done and it was yeiy important 
for the company. I told them I 
didn’t have ten million quid - 
readies - there and then for 
them. They asked me would I 
approach ... they knew I had a 
famil y trust, would I mention it 
to the trust to see if they, were 
interested." ' ; s 

He told the Observer. “So I 
suggested to the crust, ‘Are you 
interest in looking at thisrTt 
would be helpful to the family’. 
It would be perverse of them not 
to look at it. They are charged 
to do things beneficially for the 
family, even if it is at their en- 
tire discretion." 

For the purchase of the 
Coventry City FC shares, it was 
reported in yesterday's Sunday 
Times that Mr Robinson had 
telephoned Derrick Robins, the 
former chib chairman, saying be 
wanted to buy Mr Robins's 
10,619 shares. Mr Robins 
agreed, and at the end of Jan- 
uary the shares were bought by 
a Guernsey company which acts 
for Orion. Mr Robinson insists, 
however, that be has done noth- 
ing wrong and nothing illegal. 


Labour and BBC 
in new bust-up 


Labour stepped up its war of 
nerves against the BBC yester- 
day after the presenter of a ra- 
dio programme told listeners 
that the party had “withdrawn 
co-operation" because Harriet 
Hannan, Secretary of State for 
Social Security, bad not been 
available for interview. 

Instead, the Government 
fielded John Denham, a junior 
minister, to answer questions 
about the review of disability 
and sickness benefits. 

Last week, in a leaked ex- 
change of correspondence be- 
tween David Hill, Labour's 
director of communications, 
and Jon Barton, editor of the 
Today programme. Mr Hill dis- 
closed that the party had held 
a “council of war" over the 
treatment meted out to Ms 
Hannan by John Humphrys. 

Mr Hill warned that if in- 
terviewers continued to inter- 
rupt ministers, blocking out 
the message, they faced the risk 
of the party refusing to supply 


ministers to the programme. 

Yesterday, the row grew 
when James Cox, presenter of 
The World this Weekend, said 
Labour had “apparently with- 
drawn co-operation from_ us 
because Ms Hannan declined 
to come in to talk, to me". 

But Mr Hill protested: “They 
know that that assertion is ridicu- 
lous. The question of which so- 
cial security minister goes on 
their programme is a matter for 
the department, not the Labour 
Party, and The World This Week- 
end know it .. . The Labour Par- 
ty will be forced by this action to 
exercise rigid demarcation so 
that we can only assist the BBC 
with bids which are strictly par- 
ty political. That is the inevitable 
outcome if the BBC persist in 
acting in this way." 

A spokesman for The World 
This Weekend said Mr Cox's re- 
mark had been intended as 
“light-hearted" and was “not 
meant to be taken seriously”. 

— Anthony Bevins 
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Cosmic signs 
say ‘we may 


not be 

Stars close to our own 
also have planets 
orbiting them, British 
and American scientists 
have discovered. It may 
mean our place in the 
universe is less special — 
but it. also Increases the 
chances of finding life 
out there. Gtorrfes Arthur, 
Science Editor, on the 
latest findings from a 
new telescope. 

The medieval astronomer 
Copernicus took us away from 
the centre of the universe, in- 
sisting the Earth orbits the Sun, 
not vice-versa. And successive 
cosmological discoveries have 
made us seem less important 
Now, British scientists at 
the Royal Observatory in Ed- 
inburgh have made new obser- 
vations that make our solar 
system seem even less unusual: 
they have found other stars 
which have groups of planets or- 
biting them. But that also 
means that we are less likely to 
be alone, since such planets are 
ideal sellings for life to start 
Investigating four youog 
stars - Beta Pictoris, Fomal- 
hault Epsilon Eridani and Vega 
- which all lie less than a hun- 
dred light years from Earth, they 
found that there were haloes 
around the central star, and cir- 
cular areas apparently swept 
clear of dust One of the best ex- 
amples is Fomulhaut which lies 
22 light years from our sun. In 
cosmic terms, it's next door. 

This pattern of haloes fits the 
predicted way that a sun and so- 
lar system would form from a 
diffuse interstellar cloud of gas 
and dust 


alone* 


Matter begins to fall to- 
wards the centre as the cloud 
collapses through its own grav- 
ity; this will also tend to make 
the cloud spin. Over time, the 
matter and gas at the centre 
compresses into a star which 
achieves enough density to be- 
gin fusion. Meanwhile some of 
the dust around it has enough 
rotational momentum to keep 
orbiting, and form proto-plan- 
ets, whose gravity attracts wan- 
dering dust as they enlarge - 
eventually leaving planets, and 
empty space between them. 

One of the strongest pre- 
dictions of this idea is that all 
the planets should orbit our sun 
in the same direction. And they 
do. The difference between 
these four stare and our own sun 
is age. While our sun is about 
half way through its lObillion- 
year life, these are only about 
200 million years old. 

“Our solar system probably 
looked like this 4 billion years 
ago: A baJo of dust with plan- 
ets orbiting inside it,” said Pro- 
fessor Glenn White of Queen 
Mary and Westfield College in 
London. All that is then need- 
ed is for life to start -a process 
which scientists argue could ei- 
ther be caused by “seed chem- 
icals” from passing comets, or 
by chemical reactions which 
catalyse themselves to create 
more complex molecules. 

The new results were ob- 
tained using a £lra camera 
called Scuba - sub- millim etre 
common user bolometrv array 
- which is able to detect in- 
credibly small heat emissions 
from distant objects. It is so sen- 
sitive that it has to be cooled al- 
most to absolute zero, -273C 
and mounted on a telescope 
14,000 feet up in the unpollut- 
ed mountain air of Hawaii. 



Riots obstruct path to peace in Ulster 


The Northern Ireland 
peace process took two 
steps back with rioting in 
Londonderry at the 
weekend, and one 
tentative pace forward 
with speculation that 
Unionists might agree to 
meet Sinn Fein. David 
McKittiick, Ireland 
Correspondent, reports. 

While the possibility of an en- 
counter between David Trimble, 
the Ulster Unionist leader, and 


Sinn Fein president Gerry 
Adams re mains conjecture, the 
weekend rioting in London- 
derry came as a reminder that 
relations among nationalists, 
Unionists and the RUC are in 
many areas poor. 

As so often, the outbreak of 
rioting followed a controversial 
loyalist march in Londonderry 
city on Saturday. Weeks of sen- 
sitive negotiations involving 
loyalists, nationalists, the police 
and others failed to maintain or- 
der as more than 1.000 petrol 
bombs were thrown, mainly at 
the police, by nationalist rioters. 

Police replied with 169 plas- 


tic bullets; 13 arrests were made 
while five police officers were 
injured, none of them serious- 
ly. The worst injury was sus- 
tained by an 1 1-year-old boy hit 
on the head with a stone, whose 
condition was described as 01 
but stable. 

Much damage was done by 
fires started by 1 petrol-bombs. 
Police said yesterday that the vi- 
olence was planned and di- 
rected by “a small extreme 
group planning provocation, 
confrontation and violence”. 
The authorities will be hoping 
the incident localised. 

MeanwhOe, in an interview 


on Irish television. Mr Trimble 
appeared to temper his nor- 
mally forthright condemnation 
of Sinn Fein. Asked about a 
meeting with Geny Adams he 
replied: “So many things are 
possible. We have seen actual- 
ly in the past people who have 
forsaken terrorism and gen- 
uinely changed into democrats. 
... It is perfectly possible that 
Gerry Adams can follow that 
path. And in that sense. I do not 
rale this out. It is possible." 

Since it has been more than 
half a century since Unionist 
and republican leaders met, 
such an encounter would be a 


momentous one. But the week- 
end also brought much more 
negative comments from 
Unionist sources, so that such 
a ground-breaking meeting may 
remain unlikely in the short 
term. 

Mr Adams has repeatedly 
suggested such a meeting, re- 
newing his calls after his meet- 
ing with Tony Blair in Downing 
Street this week. In Belfast to- 
day the multi-party talks re- 
sume, with both London and 
Dublin anxious to achieve some 
movement before their Christ- 
mas recess. 


Censor 
role for 
ex-editor 


The founding editor of The In- 
dependent, Andreas Whiitam 
Smith, is to become president 
of the British Board of Film 
Classification and will spear- 
head a shake-up of the organ- 
isation, which has been 
criticised for relaxing standards 
on violence and sex in videos. 

Mr Wbiuam Smith's ap- 
pointment is expected to be an- 
nounced on Thursday by Jack 
Straw, the Home Secretary, 
who has blocked the promotion 
of Lord BrrketL. 68, one of two 
BBFC vice-presidents, to suc- 
ceed Lord Harewood, the re- 
tiring president. 

The board has been lam- 
basted for a series of decisions, 
including the awarding of an 18 
certificate to the feature film 
Crash, which linked sexual grat- 
ification to car accidents. 

Mr Straw is said to have lost 
patience with the BBFC after 
finding out last summer that 
guidelines on the classification 
of sex videos had been unilat- 
erally relaxed. This meant that 
videos that customs officers 
would normally seize were 
freely available in rental shops. 

The first task facing Mr 
Whittam Smith will be to find 
a successor to James Ferman, 
the controversial American- 
born director who is retiring af- 
ter 22 years. 

The revamped board is set 
to undergo a change in culture, 
moving away from the secrecy 
that has traditionally sur- 
rounded its decisions to become 
more accountable to ministers 
and the general public. 

Mr Straw's refusal to endorse 
the promotion of Lord Birkeli 
came as a surprise. Home sec- 
retaries have the right to veto 
appointments to the board, a 
private body funded by the film 
industry, but internal candidates 
are usually rubbers! am pe& 

— Kathy Marks 


Renault Scenic. 
Car of the Year 97. 


Renault V 10. 

Formula One Engine of the Year 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97. 
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At Renault, there are people who are defining the future of cars: that’s 
the case with the Formula One team, whose relentless quest for perfection 
took us to victory in the FI A Formula One World Constructors’ 
Championship for the sixth year running. It’s the same with the Williams 
^ Kenault Dealer Racing Team who were crowned 1997 British Touring Car 

championship triple champions, winning an unprecedented , 4 out of 24 race. 



On the other hand, there are Renault cars which are defining the 
future for people; cars like the Renault Scenic which, thanks to its 
mould-breaking design, has been voted Car of the Year 1997. Together, 
these achievements illustrate the one ambition which inspires Renault 
engineers: to take your driving experience into the future. Renault, F1A 
Formula One World Constructors' Champions for the sixth year running. RENAULT 
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Stay-at-home 
lambs eat 


away profits 


Fanners’ reputation for 
moaning doesn't help 
them a time of genuine 
difficulty. But is the crisis 
as bad as they claim? 
Stephen Goodwin , Heritage 
Correspondent, listened 
to farmers’ complaints 
as sheep prices follow 
beef into the depths. 


Les Armstrong knew the lamb 
crisis was here well before the 
Brussels bombshell about meat 
on the bone. “We haven't tak- 
en any sheep to market for two 
weeks because we can't afford 
to." said the Cumbrian farmer. 

The Armstrongs run a 400- 
acre mixed farm in the Eden Val- 
ley, overlooked by the North 
fcnnines. It provides a Living for 
three families. Les and his broth- 
er, who farm with two of their 
sons, and a hired-hand Bui if the 
slump in the farm’s income in 
beef, lamb and milk continues, 
the employee may have to go. 

Farm economics make bet- 
ting on the future market look 
simple. Normally the Arm- 
strongs sell about 40 sheep at 
nearby Lazonby market every 
week. Last year at this time 
Iambs made £58 a head but the 
brothers reckon they would be 
lucky to get £3$ this week. 

Why? The flat-capped pro- 
testers at ports complain about 
a strong pound but that is only 
one factor in the crash in lamb 
prices. Compared with last year 
there are at least lm more 
Iambs in the Gelds. With a good 
grazing season, fanners have not 
rushed to market. Many who 
bough( Stock in the summer for 
fattening actually paid more in 
August than it would fetch now. 
There is also plenty of other 
meat in the shops; pig produc- 
tion is up and at Christmas shop- 
pers thfilfr'poultry. 

But Les Armstrong he can- 
not hold back from selling for 


long. The age at which sheep 
can be sold as Iamb- 12 months 
- is fast approaching. Last 
week's call from EU scientists 
for a ban on the sale of certain 
types of lamb on the bone only 
adds to the predicament 

In recent days there have 
been caustic reminders from ex- 
perts, comfortably distant from 
the farm yard, of the fat years 
that followed the collapse of the 
pound. Total farm income in the 
United Kingdom soared to 
£52bn in 1995 but is expected 
to down at£3.5bo for this year, 
dose to the 1992 level 

With 15 .2 milli on lambs un- 
der 12 months old, Britain has 
the biggest sheep flock in the 
EU and almost 50 per cent go 
for export. Mr Armstrong ex- 
pects his income from sheep to 
be down bv£15,000-£20,000 this 
year. He complains of a “dou- 
ble wh ammy " from the strength 
of the pound. Exports have 
been lost whfle the EU subsidy 
for his 850 ewes has dropped be- 
cause it is fixed in ecus. 

The NFU has appealed to the 
Government to get another 
£9S0m from Brussels under a 
scheme to compensate farmers 
hit by currency fluctuations. But 
in a blunt rejection, the Minis- 
ter for Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food. Jack Cu nningham , said 
nearly all the money - about 
£S38m - would have to come 
from the British taxpayer. The 
only ray of hope is for hill farm- 
ers with Maff officials hinting at 
a £100ra increase in subsidy. 

Tun Bennett, who forms 160 
acres in Carmarthen. Dyfed, 
said the rural economy was on 
the brink. He is losing money on 
the beef bulls he takes to mar- 
ket and the milk he sells from 60 
cows. A year ago he was getting 
25p a litre, now the price is less 
than 20p. "We are facing a severe 
recession in rural Britain. Not just 
farmers but the jobs of thousands 
of people who work in abattoirs, 
shops and market towns are 
threatened,” Mr Bennett said. 
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Battling to survive: Trevor Beavan on his farm in the hills above Abervagenny, where he keeps 1 ,000 head of sheep and 80 cattle 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


Bleak outlook for hill farmer facing a crisis too far 


“People say ‘what a lovely dew 
you've got’. But farmers can't 
live off a view.” Few would dis- 
pute the magnificent prospect 
from the slopes of Skirryd 
Mountain, overlooking the Usk 
Valley, where Trevor Beavan’s 
hardy sheep graze and where 
legend has it the Devil stamped 
in rage to give the mountain a 
peculiar indented edge. 

As sheep farmers across the 
land tighten their belts. Mr 
Beavan's warning is prophetic. 
A year ago. his lambs sold for 
around £55 a head. In Aber- 
gavenny market this week, 
prices rarely reached £38. 


More than 1.000 ewes and 
some 80 cattle share the 350 
acres, a stone’s throw from 
Offa's Dyke, the earthwork 
built in the 8th century by the 
King of Mercia to guard against 
the Welsh. 

Not lung ago. Mr Beavan. 
62, ran 150 cattle but he sold 
nearly half to raise some cash. 

Sporting an Ernest Hem- 
ingway beard and possessed of 
a steely determination, he has 
been farming all his life. His 
sons, Huw. 33. and Jim. 30, 
work with him while his wife. 
Anne, presides over Great 
Trerhcw farm, a solid stone 


building dating from the 16th 
century. 

The family typifies the cor- 
nerstone of Britain's rural life, 
struggling in what some fear 
may be a crisis too far. 

Sides of bacon in muslin 
bags hang in the beamed 
kitchen. A Welsh dresser, a 
piano and arrays of shining 
brass stand sentinel near a 
table over which the arithmetic 
of a business hit by the BSE 
crisis and low livestock prices 
is discussed. 

Co-operation is the order of 
the day. Earlier this week. Huw 
and Jim were out helping at a 


turkey farm. “They do a bit of 
contract shearing, and they’ll 
turn their bands to anything.” 
Mrs Beavan says. 

In uncertain times, income 
is derived from whatever source 
presents itself. Sweetbreads 
from castrated cattle are sold 
to the famous Walnut Tree Inn 
five miles down the road. 

Mr Beavan reckons that live 
lamb earns about 85p per kilo 
at market. At Abergavenny's 
Tesco supermarket, a short 
stroll from the pens, lamb 
chops were on sale this week 
at £10.29 per kilo. Add in cheap 

antipodean imports and it is not 


hard to understand fanners’ 


worries. 

Mr Beavan uses 30 acres of 
good Monmouthshire soil to 
grow barley and oats to feed to 
his stock - a useful and eco- 
logically friendly input at a 
time when costs had to be 
tightly controlled. 

“You’ve got to remember 
that there’s four legs to a sheep 
but on the butcher’s slab there 
are really only two - the best 
cuts come from the hind quar- 
ters,” Mr Beavan said as a 
tractor carrying fodder for the 
ewes ground up the mountain- 
side. 


Looking east, it is possible 
to make ont the line of Offa’s 
Dyke. The Beavan land touches 
White Castle, an ancient Nor- 
man fortress employed for the 
defence against all comers. 
The summer tourists are long 
gone but on a misty December 
day its defensive position is 
clear to see. 

Today, the defence of a way 
of life and an important in- 
dustry resides in another 
“White" - Whitehall A little 
help from Strasbourg wouldn't 
come amiss on the slopes -'of 3 
Skirryd, either. 

— Tony Heath 
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MJN PC-2" Range 


From The Award Winning UK PC Manufacturer 


Take a closer look at our new PC-2 range of “Best Buy* high 
performance systems with InteP Pentium" II and IBM 6x86MX 
M-2 processors, PCTV, voice recogiition and VideoPhone. 
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VideoPhone 



MJN 233-2 


MJN 233M-2 MJN 266-2 


MJN 300-2 




• Intel Pentium* II 233MIu 
processor with MMX."* technology 

• 32Mb SDRAM 

■ 4.3Gb Seagate ultra ATA hard 
dme 

• PC- TV system with Teletext and 
video capture 

• 56k RockweB flash upgjadeaUe 
voce modem 

• 4Mb ATI Rage 11+ DVD 3D 
ffaphws 

• 24 Speed MAX LG CD- TOM dme 

■ 15" SVGA 0J8dp screen 
(17" optional) 

- 512k Pipeline burst cache 

• VideoPhone receive for incoming 
VideoPhone calls 

• Voice recognition with IBM 
Ssnply SpeaMngGota 

• MJN ATX system with Intel 
440LX PC97 chipset 

- All standard featues below 


• IBM 6x86 MX PR233 processor 
with MMX technology 

•64Mb EDO RAM 

• 6.4Gb Seagate ultra ATA hard 
drive 

■ PC-7V system with Teletext and 
video capture 

• 56K RockweB flash upg-adeabfe 
venae modem 

• 4Mb SIS Advanced Graphics 
with Microsoft direct 3D 

• 24 Speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

■ ESS 3D w3vetab*e sound 

• 15" SVGA 0.28dp screen 
CI7‘ optional 

• 5128 pipeline burst cache 

» Fun VideoPhone tndudmg colour 
video camera 

• Voice recognmon with IBM 
Simply Speakmg Gold 

• MJN ATX system with PC97chlpset 

-AO standard 

features below 


• Intel Pentium II 266Mtu 
processor with MMX technotoar 

• 64Mb SDRAM 

• 6.4Gb Seagtfe Jtra ATA hard 
drive 

• PC-TV system with Teletext and 
video capture 

• 56K Rockwell flash upgradeable 
vtxce modem 

• 8Mb AGP Ah Rage Pro 3D 
graphics 

■ 24 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

• Creative Labs 3D wavetable sound 

• 15" SVGA 0.28dp screen 
(17* optional) 

• 512K pipeline burst cache 

• VideoPhone receive for incoming 
VideoPhone calls 

• Voice recoffrition with IBM Simply 
Speaking Gold 

• MJN ATX system with Intel 44QU 
PC'97 chipset 

• AH standard features betow 


4397 ", 


• Intel Pentium H 300Mhz 
processor with MMX technotow 

•64Mb SDRAM 

• 6.4Gb Seagate ultra ATA hard 
drhe 

• PC-TV system with Teletext and 
video capture 

• 56K Rockwell flash upgradeable 
voice modem 

• 8Mb AGP ATT Rage Pro 3D 
graphics 

• 24 speed MAX LG CD-ROM drive 

• Creative Labs 3D wavetable sound 

• 15" SVGA 0.28dp screen 
H7’ optional) 

• 512K pipeline burst cache 

• VideoPhone receive for incoming 
VideoPhone cals 

• Voice recognition with IBM Simply 
Speaking Gold 

• MJN ATX system with Intel 440LX 
PC‘97 chipset 

■ All standard features below 


:. h ,;s Christina 
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cr ’ristmas,com 



£ 149i 


4494 . 

4761 ” 


Model: 799 


4649 , 

4937 “ 


Model.775 


Standar d r>H w n Windows 95. lotus SmartSute 97. Quicken, Presswort®. 
Des^tWWks, Homewse. Lotus Mail, IBM Ah C j V irus and SmarrPics pretoaded 
5owxJ Force 525 mams powered speaker system, 3.5" l.44Mb floppy drive- 
PS/2 mouse: 105 keyboaiti: software MPEG; Year 2000 compant BOS; PS/2 
mouse port, fast serial port, parallel port and games port. One year warranty 
extendible to three or five yea*. 

Notm> Mcropkom not hd m faJ itacMad trttt plus — Vi only -m botonl 


ModeliBOO 


interest free option 

RllY MOUf div ■ 


BUY NOW PAY LATER Oidy «, PUiSmodota 


PLUS MODELS are onfy £49 +VAT = £57.58 Inc. VAT extra 
and include Joystick, headset microphone and 10 CO multtnedia tides. 


‘ wtS55« 


MJN Thr Award 

WrttmngPC 

Nantriaanrer 






From midnight Friday to midnight Sunday; local calls are only Ip per minute with BT (the 5p min imam charge applies). 
And it’s even less with BTs Friends & Family: For more information call Freefone 0800 003 800 . 



ffm 


p If s good to talk 


MJN 




The right choice ' 


SSl 01282 777 555 

December Telephone Safes Lines Open Mon . p ^ 

— — lemnoftj i, a ^ ht - T-OOpm. Sat 9.00am - 5.00pm 

r fc, ^B^l»AB>12W.fc O aB7 7 0i4A 

if, Ittn *.CBI " ' 1 ' 


DIRECT DIALLED CALLS ONIT. EXCLUDES. HT PUBUC PAYPHONE AND HT CHARGECARD CALLS FRIENDS 1 FAMIW O IXT AVAILABLE WITH IME LIGHT USER SCHEME 


cj tree . cum X^S-vat-E.-) jj, Many jnchjiu ^ i»r ,tm» rr. - . , 
tf oe. row Mato; 7m«iieL in' »:>■ lmi ... 
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Italy 

brav 


weeps as Agnelli dynasty's 
rave new hope dies at 33 


France accused of being 
war criminals* friend 


He was the great hope for the 
Future of the Agnelli dynasty; 
[young, smart, good looking and, 
at 33 , already well on his way to 
[the top of the Fiat industrial 
empire. But this weekend 
Giovanni Alberto Agnelli died of a 
rare form of intestinal cancer, 
plunging Italy into the sort of 
mourning usually reserved for 
princes and film stars. 

Andrew G umbel reports. 


He was every Italian mama's dream child: 
industrious, discreet, well turned-out and 
always even tempered. Being an Agnelli, 
and thus a member of the closest thing Italy 
has to a royal family, Giovanni Alberto - 
Giovannino to his friends and the Italian 
media - was also an emblem for a whole 
generation of young people and ibeir 
hopes for the next century. 

Certainly he was born to unlimi ted priv- 
ilege and owed much of his youthful 
prominence to his weakh and family con- 
nections. But in a country where power is 
jealously guarded by old men, Giovannino 
stqod out as just about the only worthwhile 
public figure under the age of 40. 

He had taken over his mother's com- 
pany, the scooter manufacturer Piaggio, and 
steered it out of the doldrums to renewed 
prosperity. Two years ago his unde, the out- 
going Fiat chairman Gianni Agnelli, and 
his father, Umberto Agnelli, officially 
anointed him as the man who would lead 
Fiat into the third miilenniuru. 

Giovannino seemed to be a person who 
could do no wrong. Just about the most 
scandalous thing he ever did was pose for 
a press photographer with his feet on his 
desk. Although the media was forever sniff- 
ing around for romantic gossip, he gave 
them no satisfaction and ended up marry- 
ing an old flame from his college days in 
the United States. Avery Howe. 

Giovannino began to feel ill on his re- 
turn from a much postponed honeymoon 
|to India in February this year. Two months 
later be gave an interview to the paper, 
owned by his family, the Turin daily La 
Siampa, and made two announcements. 
The first was that his wife was pregnant. 
The second was that a rare form of tumour 
had been found in his peritoneum, and he 
would be spending several months under- 
going treatment in New York. 

“It won't be a brief process, but 1 have 
every reason to believe I will overcome it," 
he said at the time. 

True to his discreet nature, he never ut- 
tered another word about his illness, and 
once he relumed to Italy in August one 
could have been forgiven for assuming he 
was eured. But Giovannino did not return 
to his office at Piaggio. staying instead with- 
in the family cocoon in Turin as he under- 
went further treatment. 

His last public appearance was on 
Wednesday, to sec his beloved football team 
Juvenilis overcome Manchester United 
1-0 in the European Champions League. 

His condition worsened the next day, and 



The French-controlled sector of 
Bosnia has become a haven for 
war criminals, says the chief 
prosecutor at the international 
tribunal at The Hague. Paris is 
also refuting to allow senior 
military officers to appear 
before the tribunal. John Lichfield 
asks: What is going on? 


Even at its most petty and bloody-mind- 
ed, French foreign policy is generally 
defended in the French press. Not on this 
occasion. 

in a stinging editorial at the weekend, 
Le Monde accused the French government 
of obstructing the war crimes investiga- 
tions in both Bosnia and Rwanda. France 
had become an international “outlaw", 
Le Monde said. It was “working against 
peace" by compounding the “impunity” 
of Bosnian war criminals. 

Louise Arbour, the chief prosecutor 
for both the Bos nian and Rwandan tri- 
bunals, will meet the French foreign min- 
ister, Hubert V6drine, in Paris today. She 
wifi be asking two principal questions. 

Why, of all the countries involved in 
Bosnian peace-keeping, is France alone 
refusing to allow its military officers to 
testify before the tribunal? And why is 
France refusing to take any action against 
the many indicted war criminals - in- 
cluding Radovan Karadzic and Ratko 
Mladic - living in the part of Bosnia 
under FVeoch military control? 

In an interview with Le Monde , Ms Ar- 
bour accused France of seeking to “lim- 
it access to tbetruth". She hinted that she 
might ask the UN to take action to oblige 


France to send senior officers to testify. 

Meanwhile, she said, the many indicted 
war criminals living in the French sector . 
of Bosnia “have, at the present moment', 
a feeling of complete security”. 

“The great majority of these indicted, 
including the roost important, are in the 
French sector. There are enormous op- 
portunities for action in the French sec- 
tor. And yel we are faced with total inertia. 
The only conclusion one can draw is that 
it is deliberate policy." 

The obstructive French attitude to the 
war crimes tribunals - which France 
voted in the UN to set up - has been ap- 
parent for months but never officially ad- 
mitted until last week. The defence 
minister, Alain Richard, then made a 
swingeing attack on the “theatrical jus- 
tice” of the tribunals. He said he would 
never allow French officers to testify in 
The Hague. They would give evidence 
only in writing. 

This policy is, by all accounts, being 
dictated by the officers themselves. They 
are said to be wary of the “Anglo-Saxon" 
form of adversarial litigation and cross- 
examination practised in The Hague. 
Whether or not they have something to 
hide - and French officers and others, 
were implicated in UN failings before the 
Srebrenica massacre in 1994 - they fear 
that they will become de facto defendants. 

The French refusal to take action 
against war criminals in its sector of 
Bosnia is more puzzling. Le Monde 
pointed out that the French military had 
always been pro-Serb and that this might 
be a partial explanation. Beyond that, the 
newspaper said, no one - neither in the 
foreign ministry, nor in the President's or 
the Prime Minister's entourage - had been 
willing to defend or explain the policy. 


Neo-Gaullists change name 


Golden boy: Giovanni Agnelli, astride a Vespa last year, was the emblem of a generation 


Photograph: AP 


The neo-Gaullist party founded by 
Jacques Chirac in 1976. the Rassemble- 
ment pour la R£pubUque, Is to change its 
name. It will in future be known simply 
as Le Rassemblement (the rally or the 
bringing-together). 

The decision is part of an effort by the 
new president of the party, Philippe 
S^guin, to re -invigorate the party and also 
to return it to its Gauilist roots. “Le 
Rassemblement” was always the popular 
title for the original Gauilist party, Le 
Rassemblement du Peuple Frangais, 
(RPF). which collapsed after the death 


of General de Gaulle. The change of 
name is a further sign that President 
Chirac is losing control of the RPR. which 
was created as a vehicle for his presidential 
ambitions. His standing in the party, and 
the wider alliance of centre and right par- 
ties, was severely damaged by his decision 
to call an early general election last May 
which was, against expectations, won. tty 
the Left. Mr Seguin’s selection as party 
president, soon afterwards, was seen as 
the first step towards a presidential 
challenge of his own. 

— John Lichfield. Paris 


his body finally gave up at lunchtime on Sat- 
urday. He was buried in the Agnelli tomb 
at dawn yesterday in a ceremony attend- 
ed only try his closest family, including his 
three-month-old daughter Virginia. 

Giovannino’s illness had been casting 
shadow over the succession at Fiat The pre- 
sent chairman, Cesarc Romili. is due' to re- 
tire next year although he may be asked to 
stay on until Fiat's centenary in 1999. 

A few names for a successor have been 
bandied about, nolablv that of the former 


General Electric manager Paolo Fresco. 

The prospect of an Agnelli taking the 
helm again soon look dim indeed. The only 
person approaching Giovannino's talents and 
promise is John Elkann, Gianni's grandson 
by his daughter Maigfaerita. But Elkann is 
still at college, too young to be a safe bet 
It could be that Giovannino's tragic death 
spells the end of the Agnellis as an indus- 
trial dynnsty, and that Fiat is destined to be- 
come just another European car company. 

Obituary, page 16 
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THE INDEPENDENT 
Stuck for ideas this Christmas...? 

WIN a Hewlett Packard Pavilion 3130 Multimedia home 
PC, Microsoft software bundle and £150 to spend on 

www.e-christmas.com 




Have you been wandenng around 
your local high street tWnlang about 
what p re sents to buy for Christmas; 

Why not take it easy and order on 
the new internet website. 
wwwc-chnstrnU.com. which brings 
the finest shops across «*« UK and 
Europe into your (wing room 
your PC- 

The e-chmtnus webstte has been 
designed by Microsoft. VISA and 
Hewlett Packard to' overcome many 
of die percewed complexities fd 
buying over the Internet Including 
language, payment, shipping and 
delivery issues. Purchases are 
dck*ercd the new day by UPS - 
whose online tracking facility allows 
you to check the delivery status of 
your purchase. 

We hive two Pavilion 3130 
Mutomedu PC's to win. Each comes 
with a ZDQKH: Intel MMX Pcnoum 
processor, IfiMB's SO RAM. 2CB's 
m/d disk. speed CD-ROM pfcyer. 
super fast modem for quick internet 
access. Windows 95 keyboard and 
1 5“ monitor with stereo speakers. 

The software bundle include* 
Microsoft Works. Quicken financial 
package. Calculator. Easy photo, 
reference and entertainment 



i such as UK InfopedO, FIFA 
and Sim City, to g e ther with 3 
months free Internet access with 
Internet service provider PIP EX 
The winners will each get £150 to 
spend on www.e-dtrntnvu com. 

To enter chit competition simply dhi 
die number below, answer the 
Cobowing question on Ime and leave 
your name and full address: 

Q: Who « the Internet service 
provider offering 3 months free 
Internet 


Call 0930 525223 

The e-chnstmas website is open 
until imd January and can be 
readied on www.e<hm amixom. 

The ftjvJfcm Home PC range a 
aralabie [rom. Byte. Curryi, Doans. 
John lewis, PC Vlraifi Staples & Tempo. 

For further mformaan. 

Heivfca Packard produce.' 
09W474M7 

Microsoft products; 

034S 002000 


dm Ks> tv mm x Wm Wow*. v aha, wra clou a Ornwr r w 
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EU snub provokes 
Turkey to hit back 


Turkey yesterday lashed out at 
the European Union, which 
snubbed it at the Luxembourg 
summit over the weekend. The 
Turkish Prime Minister, Mesul 
Yilmaz. dismissed an invita- 
tion to attend an EU conference 
on enlargement next year, 
which had been offered as a sub- 
stitute for membership talks. 

“Turkey's attendance aL the 
EU conference has been made 
dependent on the fulfilment of 
conditions." Mr Yilmaz said yes- 
terday. “This invitation does not 
have any importance for us.” 

“We will not accept any con- 
ditions." he told reporters after 
a two-hour emergency cabinet 
meeting to discuss the outcome 
of the Luxembourg meeting. 

A stale minister subse- 
quently said that this meant 
Turkey would not attend the Eu- 
ropean Conference in Britain 
next March. The conference will 
launch the group towards its 
biggest-ever expansion. 

EU leaders proclaimed “the 
dawn of a new era" after a his- 
toric two-day summit ended 
on Saturday, taking the first step 
towards opening the bloc’s 
doors to the countries of former 
Communist-ruled Eastern Eu- 
rope. They invited Poland, 
Hungary, the Czech Republic, 
Slovenia and Estonia as well as 
Cyprus into membership nego- 
tiations starling on 31 March 
and promised that negotiations 
with five others - Latvia. 
Lithuania, Slovakia. Bulgaria 
and Romania - could begin as 
soon as they were deemed 
ready. All 1 1 will be invited to 
a ceremonial launch of the en- 
largement process on 3tJ March. 


Turkey, an applicant to join 
the EU since 1963, managed to 
secure recognition for the first 
time of its “eligibility for ac- 
cession to the European 
Union”. But an invitation to 
Ankara to take part in a stand- 
ing European conference where 
joint approaches to such ques- 
tions as drug trafficking could 
be agreed did little to allay Turk- 
ish suspicions of a firm snub. 

Ankara's anger both at being 
left out of the enlargement 
process and at being accused of 
human rights abuses by the Lux- 
embourg Prime Minister who 
hosted the summit has soured re- 
lations to the point where Turkey 
could now complicate the launch 
of negotiations with Cyprus. 

In another sign of trouble on 
the horizon, squabbles over the 
cost of expanding the EU erupt- 
ed just hours after the invita- 
tions were extended. Summit 
leaders had to abandon draft 
conclusions on a sweeping pack- 
age of reform to the bloc's 
hugely expensive regional and 
farm supports after a dash be- 
tween Spain, representing the 
poorer regions, and Germany, 
leading the “paymasters". 

Backing proposals to carry 
out enlargement without spend- 
ing more money but with the 
help of radical farm policy re- 
form, Tony Blair - who as- 
sumes the EU presidency m two 
weeks time - warned “we can- 
not seriously maintain (he CAP 
[Common Agriculture Pblicy] in 
its present form and enlarge the 
European Union”. 

— Katherine Butler and 
Agencies 

Andrew Marshall, page 13 


1997 Top Direct Lender Over Two Years’ -What Mortgage Magazine. 




arrangement fees, 
valuation fees, 
mortgage indemnity fees, 
early redemption penalties, 

wonder other mortgage 
lenders are worried. 





ARIts based oil 










They should be, because not one ot’ these mortgage lenders con compete wich Direct Line. 
As the table shows our variable race mortgage could save you around 
£50* per month. 

No legal (ces if you transfer your mortgage without moving housed. 

Wc refund your valuation costs!?. 

No arrangement, mortgage indemnity or early redemption tees. 

You can borrow up to 90% of the value of your home. 

Wc guarantee to sjvc you on your existing buildings insurance. 

No reason to call anyone else then when you can call Direct Line. 

0181 649 9099 0161 831 9099 



C DIRECT LIME) 

0141 221 9099 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. Please quote ref. INDI68 
www.dlrectTine.cauk Direct Line Financial Services Limited, 250 Sc. Vincent Street, Glasgow, G2 5SH 


TpumostT* aged 18 »<£ Subfyct/tQ satosJ Se»rity.»quirecL jpraeatfons --(}'} 

Dinar Line wffl pty the exon* op tO Jt MeMtbdm y" 

be refunded -when tj* mwtgigt. hrjvet -up, 

(Mini transferred, rCMrs6b« r faMur»K*^b fewjjr ri-r.v ' 
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China forces British aid worker to quit Tibet 


A British aid worker based in 
Tibet is being forced to leave 
because the Chinese authorities 
refuse to renew her work visa. 
Chinese officials give no reason 
for the de facto expulsion of one 
of the few foreign aid experts in 
this sensitive region. Teresa Poole 
says Peking’s fear of Westerners 
on the roof of the world raises big 
questions over a highly 
controversial European Union 
aid project. 


For five months, exasperated Save the 
Children Fund UK (5CF) officials have been 
trying to work out what has gone wrong. 
Their only expatriate on the ground in Ti- 
bet, a 30-year-old education advisor, has been 
working there for three years improving vil- 
lage education. In July she went on holiday, 
but when SCF tried to renew her permit to 
return to Lhasa, China said no. 

Since then, she has spent most of the 
time waiting in Nepal hoping that China 
would relent. But to oo avail. She was al- 
lowed in for a week last month to sort out 
her affairs in Lhasa, but all attempts by se- 
nior SCF officials to obtain the new work 
permit - or at least an explanation - have 
failed. The SCFs deadline to the Tibet au- 
thorities of the first week of December 
passed without any response. 


The case has unnerved foreign-aid 
workers in Lhasa, because an individual 
rather than an organisation has been tar- 
geted. There is a feeling that China is wary 
of Westerners who work in Tibet for sev- 
eral years, building up local contacts and 
speaking Tibetan. 

China has also been leaning on Lhc 
biggest NGO operating long-term in Tibet, 
Medecins sans Frontieres Belgium, which 
bad visa hitches at the same time for two 
foreign workers. MSFs Big Bone Disease 
project ran into difficulties with the local 
partner, and the Chinese told the agency 
that its two foreign physiotherapists had 
been in China too long. The problems were 
only resolved when senior MSF Belgium 
officials flew to Lhasa. 

SCF has been in Tibet for 6 years and 


runs education and environmental pro- 
grammes. An SCF spokeswoman in Lon- 
don would not comment on the permit 
refusal, and requested ibal the aid work- 
er’s name not be published. The village 
schools pn ‘gramme will continue, she said. 
“We are really sad that our education ad- 
visor will not he continuing to work with 
the programme, but she has worked with 
a team to set up a project which our Tibetan 
stuff will be implementing.’' she added. 

Tie big question is what this means for 
the European Union's much-delayed 7.6m 
ecu l£6m } Punam aid project, which is sup- 
posed to involve foreign NGOs with Tibet 
experience. Should Sir Leon Brittan. a vice 
president of the European Commission, 
even contemplate signing the agreement 
with China if NGOs do not have the right 


to keep the siaff they need in Tibet? He is 
hoping to sign before Christmas, 

The Panam Integrated Rural Develop- 
ment Project, which indudes irrigation, agri- 
culture. education and health schemes for 
an area 200km south-west of Lhasa, has a 
turbulent history. It was suspended in 
January 1995, amid accusations in the Eu- 
ropean Parliament that it would encourage 
Han Chinese migration into Tibet and dam- 
age the environment. 

A reappraisal was made by the EU. The 
final version of the project agreement is un- 
derstood to specify that NGOs with locaiex- 
perienee will be “favourably considered” to 
implement the education and health com- 
ponents of Panam. Confirmation that NGOs 
familiar with Tibet would be centrally in- 
volved was crucial in persuading sceptical 


not be invol^dm 
Crosses the only other tong-temNGO.*i 

Tihet Sadly the EU official m Peking wuh 
^SfyforPanamwas-toob^g 

discuss the project, and written quettans 
put to the EUs Peking mission on Fndify 
received no response. ‘ 


Mandela goes 
into last lap 
as president 


President Nelson Mandela re- 
assured South Africans yester- 
day that there would be a 
peaceful transfer of power as he 
winds down his presidency, say- 
ing he could support a rival par- 
ty member as deputy president 

Mr Mandela. 79. is stepping 
down as head of the ruling 
African National Congress at a 
convention starting tomorrow in 
the northern town of Mafikeng. 
His successor will be Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki, who is 
expected to follow him as pres- 
ident in the 1999 elections. 

In a live television interview, 
Mr Mandela said he would be 
“happy" to see Zulu nationalist 
Inkatha Freedom Party leader 
Mangosuthu Bu the lea. the min- 
ister of home affairs, as Mr 
Mbeki’s deputy president. He 
said a merger between Inkatha 
and ANC would help national 
unity and would be “a very pro- 
gressive development. " 

Cheryl Carolus, acting ANC 
secretary-general, yesterday 
confirmed a newspaper report 
that Inkatha would send its 
first-ever delegation to an ANC 
conference. 

Mr Mandela repeated past 
statements that he has begun 
the process of transferring pow- 
er to Mr MbekL “He is the man 
who is already rutming the 
country.” he said “lamade jure 
president and Thabo Mbeki is 
already the de facto president.” 

— Afi Johannesburg 



Iran leader 
moves to 
befriend US 


The Iranian President, Mo- 
hammad Khatami, went further 
than any other leader of revo- 
lutionary Iran in opening the 
way to dialogue with the Unit- 
ed States. After a week in which 
he made his international debut 
as leader of the Muslim world's 
largest body, Mr Khatami said 
he hoped for a thoughtful dia- 
logue with the American peo- 
ple “in the dose future 4 *. 

The 55-year-old Shi’ite cler- 
ic broached the taboo topic of 
talks with the Americans, Iran's 
adversary for two decades, by 
telling reporters at a news con- 
ference in Tehran; “T declare my 
respects to the great people of 
the United States and I hope 
that in the dose future I would 
have a dialogue and talk with 
the people of America and I 
hope this will not take long.” 

Mr Khatami, who defeated 
conservative rivals for power in 
a landslide election in May, re- 
iterated his dcsirfc for dialogue 
between, dvflisations. But he de- 
flected the question when be 
was asked how he expected di- 


alogue with the US 
about. And he did not go solar 


Aiming high: A member of the Iranian shooting team practising in Tehran for the Islamic Countries Women's Sports Games which started at the weekend. The sticker on 
her rifle butt shows Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, founder of the Iranian Revolution, and Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei, current spiritual leader Photograph: Enric Martin/AP 


about. And he did not go so far 
as to say there would be contacts 
any tune soon betweenlhe two 
governments. .. . . 

“The government of-the . 
United States is thegoverfjfflit 
of the United States elected by 
the people. We respect the 
choice of the. people.” he said. 

— Reuters, Tehran 


Portugal goes to the polls 


Portuguese voters went to the polls in local elections which are wide- 
ly seen as a popularity test for the minority Socialist government 
Portugal’s government looks set to emerge unscathed from the lo- 
cal authority elections and likely to maintain the momentum to serve 
its full four-year term. Despite the recent resignation of a leading 
minister in a tax sgindal, opinion polls point to the Socialists retaining 
the leading cities of Lisbon and Oporto and taking more votes across 
the country than their main Social Democrat opponents. 

— Reuters, Lisbon 


Wolves settle into new home 
too well for their own good 


Weak Yeltsin casts his vote 


Power play in Guyana 


Guyana, the only English-speaking country In South America, goes 
to the polls to elect a new president today. The polls favour Janet 
lagan, the 77-year-old widow of former president Cheddi Jagan. a 
one-time Marxist who helped liberate Guyana from Britain in 1966. 
Mrs Jagan's main opponent is former president Desmond Hoyte 
of the PNC, who lost the 1992 election. 


Mauritania president stays on 


Mauritania’s incumbent president- Sid’ Ahmed Ould Taya, was de- 
clared the overwhelming victor after elections that were boycotted 
by opposition groups. Mr Taya, who took power in a I9S4 military 
coup and legalised political opposition parties in 1991. captured 90 
per cent of the vote on Friday, figures released by the Interior Min- 
isirv said. The government claimed a turnout of about 74 per cent 
of [he 1.2 million eligible voters, despite opposition claims that the 
boycott was widely observed. 


A programme to reintroduce 
grey wolves into two areas of the 
northern Rocky Mountains, in- 
cluding Yellowstone National 
Park. could be reversed - because 
it has been too successful. A 
United States federal court judge 
ruled that the three-year old pro- 
gramme was unlawful and or- 
dered that the wolves - now 
estimated to number more than 
150 - should be removed 

The decision was welcomed by 
ranchers in the states of Idaho. 
Montana and Wyoming, who had 
strongly objected to die re intro- 
duction of the wolves; the case had 
been brought on their behalf by 
the American Farm Bureau Fed- 
eration. It was condemned, how- 
ever, by government biologists and 
environmentalists who had cam- 
paigned to re-establish all the 
mammals that had lived in Yel- 
lowstone when it was declared the 
first US national park in 1872. 

The judge's ruling, which is 


subject to appeal, is the latest 
round in a continuing trial of 
strength between ranchers and 
conservationists in the northern 
Rockies. Half a century ago. the 
LIS government sided with the 
ranchers and ordered the exter- 
mination of the wolves, which 
were accused of attacking the 
ranchers’ livestock. Three years 
ago. the Clinton administration 
heeded conservationists and the 
wolves were reintroduced from 
Canada. They have thrived and 
become a tourist attraction. 

Environmental groups were di- 
vided on the merits of the pro- 
gramme. however. The majority 
supported the wolves' return, but 
some, including the Audubon 
Society, objected that - in a com- 
promise offered to the ranchers 
- they were not granted the spe- 
cial protection accorded to en- 
dangered species. 

The judge based his decision on 
a technicality deriving from lhc fad 


that there were already some 
wolves in the region, recent mi- 
grants from Canada, when the re in- 
troduction programme began. The 
programme pawided for the new 
group’s status as an experimental 
population to he extended to the 
other group, which had formerly 
been considered an endangered 
species. It was this reduction of 
their protection that, in the judge’s 
view, invalidated the programme. 

The ruling is subject to appeal, 
and until then the wolves remain. 
But one solution - that the gov- 
ernment tries to extend endan- 
gered species protection to the 
new wolves - would be as keen- 
ly contested as the reintroduction 
programme itself. At present, 
ranchers may shoot wolves that 
worry their livestock outside the 
park. If the wolves were desig- 
nated an endangered species, 
that would be illegal. 

— Mary Dejevsky 
Washington 


A pale President Boris Yeltsin complained yesterday of having a 
sore throat and feeling weak, but said his doctors had assured him 
he would be better in about 10 days. “In general Tm not feeling 
well.” said Mr Yeltsin at the government sanitarium where he was 
hospitalised last week with a respiratory viral infection. But despite 
feeling under the weather, the 66-year-old Russian leader smiled 
and joked as he cast his ballot in Moscow city council elections at 
a polling station set up in the sanitarium. — Af* Moscow 


Suharto rebuts health rumours 


President Suharto of Indonesia made a televised address to assure 
the countiy about his health after a week of rumours senr finan- 
cial markets tumbling. “I had been advised by doctors to rest. But 
now I am healthy and in good condition,” the 76-year-old said in 
a broadcast from bis home in Jakarta on Saturday night. It was his 
first public statement in 10 days. 

Suharto has guvemed Indonesia for more than three decades. 
He is expected to he re-elected to a seventh consecutive five-year 
term by a LOOO-member assembly in March. Despite his age, he 
has not nominated a successor. 

Last week the rupiah, already battered by Asia's financial cri- 
sis, dropped J1 per cent to a record low, and the stock market plunged 
as nervous dealers and brokers swapped rumours that Suharto was 
seriously ill. that he had suffered a mild stroke or even that he had 
died. Repeated denials by government ministers did little to quell 
the speculation. On Friday, he cancelled a trip to Malaysia for a 
meeting of leaders from the nine-member Association of South- 

furth « filing Ihe rumours. Earlier, the gov- 
trnmem had said he would attend. /y> Jakarta 
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A little gift for 
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Boxing Day and New Year’s Day, 


lei just what you wanted. The chance to ring your friends and retaves around the country 
over Christmas and New Thar - and chat, and chat, and chat, for no more than SOp. 

On 25 and 26 December, and I January (as well as every Saturday and Sunday up to 
31 December 1997) every UK long disrance call will be charged at the normal rare until 
it reaches 50p. After that, you can stay on the phone for as long as you like without 
paying a penny more. 


This seasonal offer is just one of the many ways we can 


every day of the week. 


save you money on your calls 
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Mugabe offers 
up farms to 
pay off his 
political debts 


ijZimbafwe^ rich white 
'< farmers are being 
threatened with land 
seizure and eviction. 
Mary Braid visits the 
prosperous tobacco belt, 
now drowning in despair. 


Ahead, the dense bush shimmers 
in the fierce beat of the Zim- 
babwean midday sun. **Ob man , 
just look at that,' 9 says Warwick 
Evans, 37, brimming with pride. 

It is 10 years since Mr Evans 
bought his farm in Ttelawney, 
the prosperous tobacco belt, an 
hour’s drive west of Harare. It 
x was whispered then that the 
t <jpocky newcomer had paid too 
■much. But Mr Evans, M of en- 
ergy and vision, has quadrupled 
the farm’s output and become 
one of Zimbabwe's farming 
high flyers. 

Soon all he has worked for 
could disappear. For Mr Evans 
is one of 1,500 commercial farm- 
ers - mostly white - whose land 
has been listed for compulsory 
seizure by the Zimbabwean 
president, Robert Mugabe. 

After almost two decades of 
black majority rule, President 
Mugabe says land stolen by 
white colonials must now be 
handed over to poor blacks. 

President Mugabe’s rhetoric 
fjs crude, ignoring for instance, 
-tfciiat many “listed" farms are not 



Robert Mugabe; Fighting 
for political survival 

..colonial inheritances but were 
^bought on the open market in 
^Lhe last 35 years. 

But a man fighting for po- 
litical survival has no use for de- 
tail. This week, 50,000 war 
veterans, who brought President 
Mugabe to power, are expect- 
ing the fulfilment of a tong-over- 
due presidential promise; a 
one-off combat reward pay- 
ment of 50,000 Zimbabwe dol- 
lars (£1,635) and a ZSZOOO 
(£64) monthly pension. 

The veterans have already 
rioted and President Mugabe is 
terrified of a coup. Just where 
he will find the cash is hard to 
sav. In a country riddled with 
akimjption, the veteran pension 
- #und has already been looted 
and years of economic mis- 
management have sent the cur- 
rency into frecfall. 

f ast week millions staged 
the country's first national strike 
to oppose new taxes to fund the 
veterans’ payout- The strike, a 
week after 50 ministers were 
each Issued with a Mercedes 
Benz arid a Jeep, unleashed an 
outpouring of anii government 
sentiment 

The state’s response was 
bruiaHuJHarare the police at- 
tacked, demonstrators with tear 
fega s and sjamboks. The follow- 
ing day, trade union leader 
Morgan Tkvangirai was found 
unconscious and savagely beat- 
en on ~tfte floor of his blood - 
splattered office. 

-With few cards left to play, 
President Mugabe has returned 
to two bid favourites; racial di- 

vkaoo mid the land issue - most 
of Zhnfid>we^ocHnmetrial farm- 
land fesffl owned by white farm- 


ets. The government is trying to 
create a smokescreen for polit- 
ical failure and hopes veterans 
can be bought off with land. 

Fanners are now scapegoats 
in a political gamble which 
threatens the entire economy. 
They are Zimbabwe’s highest 
earners of foreign currency and 
employ hundreds of thousands 
of people. The majority of Zim- 
babwean businesses depend on 
■the agricultural sector. Months 
of uncertainty have already 
halted farm investment- the 
whole economy is suffering. 

At Tie lawn ey’s farm ma- 
chinery workshop, Felicity Feot- 
land-Smith, farmer's wife and 
grand-daughter of Winston 
Field, a former Rhodesian 
prime minister, accuses the gov- 
ernment of inciting racial hatred. 

Thousands of workers re- 
cently stoned farmhouses and 
beat up fanners during their 
strike over wages. Mrs Rmtland- 
Smith was trapped in the shop 
by a mob of 200. 

“Mugabe constantly talks 
about indigenous people,” she 
says. “I am a Zimbabwean. We 
have invested everything we 
have in this country. If we leave 
we leave with no thing ." 

Her neighbours are also bit- 
ter at being targeted after jears 
of “reconciliation " rhetoric. At 
another farm, the owner of in- 
herited land, also listed, cannot 
sleep for worry. “We will trash 
this place before we leave.” says 
his wife. 

But while the farmers are un- 
doubtedly whipping boys, in- 
grained white racism — 
particularly among the older 
generation -onfy strengthens the 
president’s hand. 

In Tretawney the old colonial 
ways are preserved. In magnif- 
icent farm-houses, with-inarar 
cured lawns, tennis courts and 
swimming pools, whites still 
live like kings served by silent 
armies of deferential blacks. 
The racial divide is strictly ob- 
served. White conversation is 
casually and intensely racist; and 
there is no shame. 

Mr Evans, the local farm 
union representative, is part of 
a younger, more enlightened 
generation. He has built a 
school, a clinic and three-bed- 
roomed pre-fab houses for 150 
workers and their families. 

He lives in considerable style 
and makes no apologies but says 
his workers must share in the 
prosperity. Not everyone in 
Trelawney appreciates his atti- 
tude, aiguing he is forcing them 
to improve working conditions. 

Dinosaur racism lives on. But 
the fanners can justifiably point 
to farms previously acquired by 
government which now lie 
derelict or have become holiday 
homes for ministers. 

One of the few black com- 
mercial fanners to have broken 
into Trelawney’s once all-white 
club agrees land redistribution, 
as proposed, wOJ be a disaster. 

The farmer, who prefers to 
remain anonymous, was in- 
volved in previous programmes 
to resettle peasants on com- 
mercial land. He says lack of 
money for training and invest- 
ment guaranteed the peasants 
remained subsistence farmers- 

Dismayed to find himself on 
the land grab list, he says that 
even if his colour wins him a re- 
prieve the purchase of sur- 
rounding farms will have a 
disastrous effect on business. 

Mr Evans sdll hopes that 
reason will prevail. He believes 
in Zimbabwe. “We can be an 
.African tiger," he says. “But 
Mickey Mouse money {the 
falling Zimbabwe dollar] means 
Mickey Mouse government." 

It will be nothing short of 
criminal if a Mugabe crony' is 
soon taking in the view from Mr 
Evans’ front porch. 




Police surround the Catholic Commissioner for Justice and Peace (centre left) in Harare during last week’s general strike Photograph: Reuters 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
COURT FOR AFRICA 

African ministers of justice and 
attorn eys-generaJ agreed to establish a 
permanent African court on human 
rights, in hopes of improving individual 
rights and freedoms on the continent. 

Under the proposal. Organisation 
of African Unity member-states and 
Individual citizens who are victims of 
human rights abuses will be able to 
lodge complaints to the court against 
their own or other governments 
alleged to have violated the rights. 

However, it wasn't dear from the 
document what decisions or judgments 
the court can pronounce upon those 
found to be violating human rights. The 
court will be based on the Charter of 
the African Human and Peoples’ Rights, 
which is ratified by every member-state. 

The proposal will be submitted to 
the next conference of QAU 
ministers, who will in turn submit 
nominations for the court's eight 
judges. Legal experts from the 53 
OAU countries have met three times 
since 1995 to work out the 
recommendations and legal framework 
for the establishment of the court. 

— AP, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 



More businesses trust Rt-vai Mail’s guaranteed delivery sendees than any other courier. 

For .1 five information pack please call 0800 25 1230. 

-a k I • •: K .•IJi «. ■■ •«. F- *r the N.«nh • -t Scut land and ihv Scottish Islands, later tniaranuud delivery times apply. 




■Pi’ 






the independent 

MONDAY 15 DECEMBER P<»7 


12 


12/LEADER & LETTERS 




Hold still while we pin a class label on you 


:f !!^ k 
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Class is dead, long live the classless 
society. Or so the late and very little 
lamented Tories wanted us to believe. But 
class, it seems, is not only firmly with us, 
it is becoming cvst more complex. Young 
people certainly believe that class deter- 
mines their prospects (see our front- 
page story today). And the Government, 
which needs to classify people for all kinds 
or reasons, still thinks we are differenti- 
ated by work, but thinks class distinctions 
are more finely shaded than they were (see 
page three). 

Telling who belongs where in the social 
order in the queue at Sainsbuiy's has 
become far from easy. We may all seem 
equal as consumers, but in the world of 
production, hierarchy still rules. That 
jocular phrase “the boss class” says it all. 

Or does it? lake, for example. Howard 
Davies, the City bigwig. He carries a torch 
for Manchester City. Nowadays it is com- 
mon for rich and powerful men to iden- 
tify with soccer dubs. They might sincerely 


answer the question -“Whu arc you?'* - 
by referring to their Saturday afternoon 
vocation. An affectation, surely? It is some- 
thing completely outside the sphere that 
matters -employment -where their iden- 
tities are secure. Thanks to their money, 
they can afford a class-free bit on the side. 

But put it that way and it sounds 
patronising towards the hundreds ot thou- 
sands of non-rich people whose being is 
bound up with the fortunes of a dub. And 
not jusi a soeccrdub, either. The Ministry 
of Sound, the Fridge orSublerania are no 
less defining. The leisure scene is a mare 
of taxonomies, based on clothes, drugs. 
DJs, musical style. .And all of it matters, 
deeply, in defining who people are. 
According to a study of young people in 
Newcastle upon Tyne, identity derives not 
from a job, or lack of one. but from their 
sense of themselves: where they meet their 
mates, what and how much they drink, who 
their friends are. 

Social classification remains as relevant 


as ever, yet conventional labels no longer 
seem to provide much information. In a 
recent book, David Marquand argued that 
left -right should give way to a distinction 
between what he called hedonists and 
moralists. Earlier this week, a study based 
on MORI data suggested that the terrain 
ol politics needs a new set of fences. People 
are libertarian, authoritarian and a lot in 
between, but they do not fit easily into 
partisan templates of formal politics. 

That is. presumably, the reason why 
Tony Blair strove before the election to 
spring his party from Us historic identifiers. 
It is why *ome of us want proportional rep- 
resentation - to allow pluralism of values 
a clearer expression in the political Geld. 

So against such a background, it comes 
as a shock to be told not just that class is 
still wiih us. but that social classes are 
shaped in no radically different way from 
what they were when, 150 years ago, two 
German immigrants wrote the Communist 
Manifesto. The Office for National 


Statistics and the Economic and Socal 
Research Council have P ubl f^ d J" ia , 
revision of the old division of *c 
classes ( class one, "professoral . class five, 
"unskilled occupations" and so h 
Instead, they propose eighuiasses, 
professionals, employers and 
bigger organisations (class one) do 
never-worked and long-terra unemployed 

(class eight). . . _ th . re 

The sociologists are saying that tnere 
is still one way of distinguishing people, 
at least for official purposes, and thatis 
by looking at where we work and now 
much power we have when we get there. 

On one obvious level, the sociologists 
are right: behind the clubs and the pubs 
and the leisure identities lies money. No 
money, no work, no lager, ecstasy tabs or 
flash clothes. Howard Davies belongs to 
a different universe, in terms of bis and 
his children's life chances, from most of 
the rest of Manchester City’s supporters. 
Health and the likelihood of falling prey 
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Asylum seekers 


Sir: As lawyers defending the 
rights of immigrants and asylum 
seekers, we write to express our 
increasing concern at the lack 
of substantial change in the 
treatment of these groups by 
the Government On the whole, 
the Imperatives of exclusion still 
dominate policy. 

When, in the summer, So- 
mali asylum seekers arrived 
from France on Eurostar, Mike 
O'Brien MPwas at the Gare du 
Nord in a flash, threatening an 
extension of carriers’ liability if 
the company continued to allow 
the asylum seekers to board. 
There has been no similar sense 
of urgency over the restoration 
of basic subsistence benefits to 
asylum seekers (the withdraw- 
al of which last year was held by 
the Court of Appeal to create 
for some "a life so destitute that 
... no civilised national can tol- 
erate it" ); no attempt has been 
made to resume the responsi- 
bility shouldered since then by 
local authorities. Then came the 
arrival of the Czech gypsies, and 
the use by the Government of 
the same intemperate language 
of “abuse" and “bogus asylum 
seekers" rightly condemned by 
Labour in the past as likely to 
inflame racism. 

We note also the extremely 
lough line on detention of asy- 
him seekers (witnessed by an in- 
crease in the numbers detained 
by up to a hundred a day, and 
by the use. for the first time 
ever, of riot charges against asy- 
lum seekers protesting their de- 
tention); and the bureaucracy 
which invalidates applications 
for renewal of leave and renders 
applicants liable to deportation, 
for failure to lick the right 
box. All these are further indi- 
cations that, wfaile ministers 
may find Tory policies abhor- 
rent in principle, they find 
them expedient in practice. 

Reviews are currently being 
undertaken on many aspects 
of immigration and asylum 
law. We urge ministers to be 
guided in the It imminent pol- 
icy decisions by principle 
rather than expediency, and by 
respect for the universality of 
human rights. 

IAN MacDONALD QC; NICK 
BLAKE QC: OWEN DAVIES: 
LAURIE FRANSMAN: 
STEPHANIE HARRISON; 
RAZA HUSAIN: 

RICK SCAN NELL; DURAN 
SEDDON: FRANCES 
WEBBER: TIM TREUHERTZ 
The immigration group 
London EC1 



Labour and ‘Today’ 


Sir I read with interest your ar- 
ticle (13 December) about the 
Labour Party threatening to : 
suspend its co-operation with . 
the Today programme. I was 
disgusted by the Tbry attitude . 
to the BBC and now it seems 
that Labour is following suit- 
politicians of every persua- 
sion must realise that the BBC 
has every right to ask them, re- 
peatedly if necessary, to tell the 
truth and the right to interrupt 
them if they are spouting the 
party line rather than replying . 
to the question asked. 
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Any party in government ,^ 
mid be open to, and able to W* 


should be open to, and able to 
answer, ary question regarding 
their policies. The main thrust 
of the interview with Harriet. 
Harman was the question of 
whether single mothers who did 
not wish to work would be 
worse off following the, imple- 
mentation of reduced benefits. 
The answer to that question is 
that they would be. If this reply 
had been made, interruptions 
would not have been necessary, 
SAM YOUNG 
Tonbridge, Kent 
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BSE research 


Sin Last Thursday's Dispatch- 
es report on Channel 4 showed 
how scientists dealing with BSE 
tried to publish the data that 
they found but it was kept hid- 
den by higher decisions. 

At the time I was one of the 
few “outside" people who knew 
enough of the subject to enable 
them to tell me in private what 
was happening, and I am now 
worried that they will be used 
as the scapegoats. 

I knew that Ministry of Agri- 
culture announcements to the 
public were misleading, and 
that the truth was much more 
severe than what seemed to be 
getting through to the House of 
Commons. I cannot see how lhc 
civil servants involved would ad- 
mit those decisions to any in- 
quiry without subpoenas, and 
without that, it would seem that 
it was the scientists who did not 
carryout the necessary research. 

Of course they knew in 1989 
that BSE was not the same as 
scrapie, that it would infect dif- 


ferent animals, that we ate 
large amounts of bovine brain, 
that a major risk had been 
taken, and we were doing no re- 
search into methods of treat- 
ment or diagnosis. 

This must not happen again 
and we must find out how it 
came about 

Dr STEPHEN DEALLER 
Consultant Microbiologist 
Burnley General Hospital 
Burnley. Lancashire 
The writer is secretary of the 
Spongiform Encephalopathy 
Research Campaign 


Theatrical heritage 


Sin The select committee re- 
port on the Royal Opera House 
was a journalistic exercise based 
on public interviews with the 
main players. Professor John 
Steer (letter. 10 December) is 
right to recommend pinches of 
salt. However, the Tower 
Bridge option ceased to be re- 
alistic when the proposal was 
called in for planning. What was 
really needed was positive gov- 


ernment assistance in finding an 
’ alternative home. 

In any other country, the 
Theatre Royal Drury Lane 
would long ago have become a 
publicly owned building. There 
have been various opportunities 
for it to be bought for the na- 
tion in recent decades, once for 
as little as £4m. 

Is it really in the interests of 
a healthy theatrical culture, for 
example, that shows like Miss 
Saigon can be “parked" in the 
West End for decades at a 
time? The industry of “cloned" 
live mustcal shows would be bet- 
ter provided on convenient new 
outer London sites near mo- 
torways. Our marvellous her- 
itage of London theatres ought 
to be serving a public for live 
spoken theatre that has large- 
ly been allowed to disappear. 

Governments must set the 
framework for a healthy the- 
atrical market, but ours never 
have. Abroad. Drury Lane 
would have faced a Compulsory 
Purchase Order to enable the 
reconstruction of the nation's 


premier operatic and ballet 
showcase fo proceed without 
farcical disruption. 

TOM SUTCLIFFE 
London SW16 


autobiography. In Search of 
Myself, published by Bles in 
1961, to set the record straighL 


Sin Public money for the arts 
should go only to things where 
admission is free. Otherwise 
arts subsidy is a redistribution 
of wealth - upwards. Why 
should people who cannot af- 
ford to go to the opera or 
theatre have to pay for them? 
ANTHEA MANDER LAHR 
London ll'Il 


While at Brighton ... I published a 
monthly magazine called Christian 
Renewal . . .This was an immediate 
success and I continued it until an- 
other idea more in harmony with my 
particular outlook and love for 
preaching came to me and in co- 
operation with my very good friend 
Selwyn Gummer, as co-editor, I 
started 'Pulpit Monthly. 


First in the pulpit 


Sir Our father, the Rev D R 
Davies, who had an international 
reputation as a theologian in the 
Forties and Fifties, is no longer 
alive to challenge the Gummer 
brothers’ family myth about the 
starting of Pulpit Monthly, de- 
scribed ty Deborah Ross in her 
article on Peter Gummer, Lord 
Chadiinglon (8 December). 

So we offer the following 
quotation from our father's 


2! was our father wbo had 
the idea and was the energy 
behind the setting up of the 

magazine. We do not think that 
the Rev Selwyn Gummer 
would disagree. 

DIANA LEAP 
RACHEL BOULTON 
RICHARD DAVIES 
London N10 


Treating TB 


Sin The way Giles O'Bryen 
caught TB (“I still have no idea 
how f caught TB". 9 December; 
probably has something to do 
with the case and frequency of 


international travel these days, 
breaking down the boundaries 
between Europe and those 
Third World countries where 
TB is endemic. 

Mr O’Bryen was lucky that 
be caught a treatable form of 
the disease. Increasingly, on ac- 
count of the failure of patients 
to complete their courses of 
treatment, multidrug-resistant 
strains are appearing, requiring 
much longer and more expen- 
sive treatment. As 95 per cent 
of patients are in developing 
countries which cannot afford 
Such courses. TB is well on the 
way to becoming virtually un- 
beatable, and it isn't going to 
stay “over there”. In a few 
years’ time. Mr O’Bryen's case 
may not be a one-off curiosity. 

The World Health Organi- 
sation’s new DOTS strategy 
(Directly Observed Treatment 
Short-course ) has been achiev- 
ing success rates or up io 93 per 
cent. The world needs to get be- 
hind this, quicklv. 

BILL LINTON 
London N13 


Sin In the Labour Party docu- 
ment Parenting written by Jack 
Straw MP as shadow Home 
Secretary, and Janet Anderson 
MP as shadow Minister for 
Women, and published last 
year, it is stated (p26) that: 
“Lone parents should be seen 
as a group on whom more sup- 
port should be targeted in the 
interests of their children, 
rather than scapegoated as the 
current government has done." 

Is the current Labour poli- 
cy attributable to collective 
Cabinet amnesia ? 

Dr GARY SLAP PER 
The Open University 
Milton Kevties 


Sin I am concerned that my^ 
wife’s mother, who lives with u%% 
stays at home all day and yet re4 1 
ceives state support - her old-age ? 
pension. Despite her agje, 87, she . 
makes herself useful about the 
house - she does almost all the ■ 
laundry and much of the clean- 
ing - but I wonder whether we ; 
shouldn't send her out to work. 

I suppose the domestic 
economy might then even be 
able to afford to get someone 
in once or twice a week to do 
some of the things she would 
have to leave undone. 

JON GRAY 
Bath 
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Three wise men and a baby, plus John the Baptist, Pontius Pilate and Mary: what a lineup! 



In the Christmas rush you probably 
don’t get the time to catch all your 
regular TV and radio programmes, so 
here is a transcript of the special 
Christmas edition of Xfehyn Bragg's 
‘Start the Week' which is going out on 
Radio 4 this nerv Monday! 


MILES 

KINGTON 


Bragg: Good morning. Today, as 
Christmas approaches, we have with 
us in the studio Three Wsc Men from 
the East who have made a special 
study' of whaL the stars can tell us. We 
also have Pontius Pilate, a Roman 
judge who is due to give a lecture at 
the Royal Hebrew Institute on 
Wednesday on the subject "What is 
Truth?"- We have John the Baptist 
who thinks that the human brain can 
look into Ihe future and we have our 
token woman. Mary Magdalene, 
who works for the Bethlehem Post. 


First, the Three Wise Men. Could 
you briefly sum up your message for 
those who haven’t read your book? 
1st Wise Mam We haven’t written a 
book. 

2nd Wise Man: We are too wise to 
write a book. 

3rd Wise Mam If we wrote a book, 
people would steal our ideas. 
Brag? RighL So. if you had written 
a book, what idea would you be Irving 
to gel across? 

1st Wise Mam Our idea is that if wc 
follow the star ... 

2nd Wise Mam The star which has 
been pointed out lo us ... 

3rd Wise Man: By a divine finger ... 
1st Wise Man: \Ve will have discov- 
ered the son of God. 

Bragg: This, frankly, strikes me as a 
load uf tosh. You're asking us to 
believe that God told you to follow 


a star and find his son at the end of 
the journey? Why didn't he just tell 
you where his son was? 

1st Wise Mam Moyhc he didn't know. 
2nd Wise Mam Maybe only the star 
knew. 

3rd Wise Mam Maybe he wanted us 
to find out from the star where his 
son was and report back. 

Bragg; But hold on a moment! 
You’re meant lo be wise men! When 
you find the son of God, what will 
you learn from a baby? It doesn't 
make sense to me. 

John the Baptist: 1 could have told 
them where he was but nobody ever 
believes me. 

Bragg: Perhaps we could come to you 
in just a momcnL Baptist. Pilate, do 
you want to come in here? 

Pbntius Pilate: Well, you say that wc 
can learn nothing from a baby. 


Melvyn. and this is certainly true in 
the intellectual sense in that a baby 
can tell us nothing about asironomy 
or geography. That is because 
astronomy and geography mean 
nothing to a baby. But perhaps the 
baby is right! Perhaps astronomy and 
geography are, in the long run. 
meaningless 3nd valueless. 

Bragg: That's rubbish. 1 sometimes 
think that science is the only Ihing 
wc have to ding on to. We arts people 
have ignored science for far too long. 
1st Wise Maiu Hold on a moment. 
What’s this with the “we aits people" 
bit, Melvyn? 

2nd Wise Man: We’re not “arts 
people". We’re “wise" people. 

3rd Wise Man: That means we see 
i ruth from all angles. 

Pilate: Yes. but what is truth? Does 
it encompass following a star across 


the Middle East looking for a baby? 
I thi nk not. Does it encompass look- 
ing into the future, as John the Bap- 
tist thinks, and proclaiming the 
coming kingdom of God? 1 think not. 

ENTER JONATHAN MILLER. 


Miller: Sorry l m laic. Mv camel 
broke down. Did I hear someone use 
the word "cognitive" as I came in? 
Bragg: No. Jonathan. 

Miller: Oh, sorry. 


EXIT JONATHAN MILLER 

Bragg: Baptist, you believe you can 
see the future. Do you actually think 
the human brain will genetically 
evolve to acquire the ability to 
predict things? 

Baptist: No. I can only tell (he 
mturc because God wants me to 
Mary Magdalene; Goshl Thai mmi 


be wonderful! 

Baptist: Not realty. I can foresee, for 
instance, that Salome, King Herod’s 
daughter, will have ray head cut off. 
Mary Magdalene: Gosh! That’s 
awful! 

Baptist: Not really. At least it means 
I go straight to heaven. 

Bragg: Hold on. hold on a moment. 
Let’s define a few terms here. God, 
for a start. And heaven. 

Mary Magdalene: Couldn’t we talk 
about Salome and rhe dreadful 
Royal Family instead? 

Baptist; What say you, Royal 
family? There is a family greater 
than that of Herod’s come among us! 
There is a baby born to be King over 
us! Repent while there is time! Lo, 
I say unto you ... 

Bragg: That’s all we have lime for. 
See you next week. 
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Why Europe needs the 
British awkward squad 


ANDREW 

MARSHALL 

table-thumpers 

AND DEAL-MAKERS 


There are only three things which a British 
Prime Minister really needs to know when 
trying to get his or her way in Europe. The 
first is that the European Union is, in the 
last instance, run by France and Germany. 
The second is that everything will always end 
in a deal which will be more or less satis- 
factory to everyone involved (but remember 
rule one). We'll come back to the third rule 
later. 

Tony Blair got a lesson in these (somewhat 
unpalatable) European realities in Luxem- 
^ .bourg this weekend. He wanted to strongarm 
y. his way into the dub of countries running the 
single currency, even though he doesn’t (for 
the moment) want to join monetary union 
itsel£ No dice, responded the French; the Ger- 
mans shook their heads; and Mr Blair was 
forced to back away from some of his more 
extreme demands, though be has main- 
tained some access to the mysteriously-titled 
Euro-X committee. 

In the process, he irritated a lot of people, 
though that is frankly by the by. Nobody goes 
to these summits to make friends. Each of 
the leaders around the table has bad his 
tantrums over the years. 

But Mr Blair, of course, is inescapably 
British, and the British have a bit of a his- 
tory at these events. We are only too often 
on our own. or in a minority, and consequently 
we are accustomed to being on the sharp end 
f Y of the deal that inevitably ends evciy sum- 
' \ mil. More to the point - as far as our part- 
ners are concerned - we have a record of 
table-thumping, hectoring, holding out and 
so on. We are the awkward squad, not just 
because we frequently hold a minority view, 
but also because we don't do our deals 
gracefully. 

Tb*$onie extent this is all very admirable: 
we go down, but we go down guns blazing. 
C'esl magnifique, mais ce n ’est pas la guerre. 
It's not very productive and it's not that use- 
ful in the longer term to the pursuit of British 
interests. 

Mr Blair, of course, has said he wants to 
transcend this unhappy pattern of events. He 
has claimed a place for Britain at the head 
of the table, as the leader in Europe. That 
has irritated people in a more important way, 
and the antics in Luxembourg will have made 

I it a bit worse. Who the hell does this Mr Blair 
think be is? 

s There are reasons why British ministers 
act like this. Europe is very different from 


You’ve squeezed single mothers; 
when is it the fat cats’ turn? 


Westminister. We lack a domestic political 
tradition of compromise. In British politics, 
once you are elected, you get to run the coun- 
try, and precious few people can get in your 
way, as Mr Blair demonstrated last week. 
British politics is adversariaL The rest of 
Europe is more used to compromise, con- 
sensus, coalition and deal-making. 

Because of our historical experience, we 
lack insight into the European process; we 
started late and we still don’t quite get the 
whole thing. The British political classes vac- 
illate between regarding the EU as a fatuous 
irrelevance, or a deadly threat to their sur- 
vival. And we find the Franco-German dom- 
inance of the EU hard to stomach, since it 
sits ill with our own rather solipsistic view of 
the world. 

All very well, then, for Mr Blair to trum- 
pet British leadership of the European 
Union, but the leaders of the other 14 nations 
have quite a lot of experience of London's 
delusions of grandeur. Perhaps that is why 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl reminded the Prime 
Minister of some baric realities in Luxem- 
bourg, encouraging him to salute the French 
tricolour thrice, and the German flag once. 

None of this means we should shut up and 
do what we’re told; Mr Blair was quite right 
to argue his case. And that brings us to the 
third rule that British Prime Ministers need 
to remember in Europe: Britain does have 
a crucial role to play, and without it, the Union 
won’t, can't work. 

Over the past decade the British critique 
of the EU has increasingly gained force, and 
indeed been taken on board. We do have in- 
fluence, and France and Germany, as well as 
other nations which share our ideological per- 
spective (especially the Scandinavians) rely 
on a British counterweight But the British 
style of assertion - which is often unilateral, 
boastful and unrealistic - does not go down 
well. 

Mr Blair has, in truth, the best opportu- 
nity of any leader since Edward Heath of play- 
ing a leadership role in Europe. He has a hefty 
majority, he has a whole five-year term 
stretching out ahead of him, and be has the 
British presidency of the EU, starting in Jan- 
uary. There are plenty of problems on the 
agenda - enlargement, reform of the Com- 
mon Agricultural Policy and the budget - 
where a British perspective will be crucial. 

There are already some indications that 
things will be different in Europe under 
Labour. The Luxembourg row was, after all, 
about Britain wanting to opt in to something, 
rather than out But that is a legacy of the 
last government: we are lagging behind, and 
we have to fight to keep up with the big 
players. 

A degree of British leadership -or at least. 
British assertion - will be welcomed, nec- 
cessary even for the next year. But it’s as well 
not to shove that down the throats of the other 
EU leaders. What they really want to see, for 
the moment, is a renewed British desire to 
participate, and to do so on the same terms 
as everyone else, neither seeking special treat- 
ment nor wanting to opt out. 

But above all, remember rules one and 
two- Both of the last two Prime Ministers be- 
lieved that Britain had a mission in Europe; 
□either understood the realities of power well 
enough to cany it out. 


POLLY 

TOYNBEE 

ON TAX AND 
WELFARE 


The state of shock persists. 
What words describe how Lab- 
our feels now? Lost virginity, 
said one commentator, but 
that's not quite it Blood on 
their bands like Lady Mac- 
beth, said another, but that’s not 
it either. It feels like a 
bereavement, said one MP. Old 
cynics looked on last week with 
the relish of seasoned squaddies 
inflicting initiation rites on raw 
recruits. But it’s not just the new 
MPs, or just the Old Labou.-"* 
ones, but wise and foolish alike 
have a braised, abused look, still 
in emotional shock. 

But MPs have to take their 
share of the blame for failing 
to take issue with the lone-par- 
ent cuts early on when some- 
thing could have been done to 
make sense of this policy. It was 
there for all to see long before 
the Budget -and even after the 
Budget they said nothing. 

It was a mangled policy be- 
cause internal conflict pre- 
vented the Government turning 
it into something that at least 
made sense. Was it a family- 
values strike against single 
motherhood? Not really, be- 
cause they all knew it struck at 
abandoned wives who haven’t 
a hope of getting a job. along- 
side women with older children 
in places where they might 
find work. Harriet Hannan 
couldn't and wouldn’t say it had 
any ideological significance, 
presumably because she doesn't 
believe in that at all. Yet oth- 
ers in government didn't min d 
hinting, with a wink and a nod. 
that perhaps it was a gesture to 
please the Daily Mail. 

They could have turned it 
into a carrot and stick, re- 
warding those willing to seek 
work, punishing those with old- 
er children who chose not to, 
Wisco ns in-style. At least that 
would have been coherent In- 
stead they tried to present it as 
a purely budgetary measure, 
which it wasn’t either. It was a 
fiscal virility test and Gordon 



Labour must treat the vested interests of the rich as ruthlessly as it has treated tiie poor Photographs: David Rose (Irft). PA 


Brown demanded that Harriet 
Harman do iL All she could do 
was to force a deal out of him 
on child care, though the two 
are largely unconnected. The 
result was a bungle. 

But now it is done and there 
is no going back. It is not the 
rebels that have caused the 
Government anxiety, but their 
own uneasy guiU. So what might 
Tony Blair do now to atone, 
co mmuning with his soul in the 
watches of the night? 

By a curious paradox, this 
affair that caught their con- 
sciences by surprise could give 
him and bis government a new 
moral authority. It gives them 
a moral obligation to apply the 
same ruthlessness - or more - 
to those who drain away far 
more money than mothers and 
babies ever could. Now Mr 
Blair has earned the authority 
To set about the fat cats, the vest- 
ed interests, the tax avoided, the 
self-serving professions, the 
special pleaders and the cheats 
with new vigour. Now he can 
launch an assault on those who 
seek to protect their tax loop- 
holes and unwarranted tax re- 
liefs, leaching off the honest, 
taxpaying PAYE classes. 

Now he has proved himself 
so merciless with the poor, he 
must be even crueller to the 
rich. No more hobnobbing with 
some dangerously unpleasant 
right-wingers. No more imag- 


ining he can sit down at table 
with bad and corrupt people 
without contaminating him- 
self. No more dining in the 
House of Levi the tax-gather- 
er -it is time to cast the usurers 
out of the temple instead. 

Fust, no escape for those 
rich who call themselves self- 
employed and get away with 
paying only a fraction of the 


Blair has earned 
the authority 
to set about the 
fat cats, the tax 
avoiders, the 
special pleaders 
and the cheats 


national insurance contribu- 
tions paid by PAYE drudges 
without clever accountants. 
That would bring in over £2bn. 
Then remove higher-rate tax 
relief on pensions for the best 
off: the rich need no extra in- 
centives to save for their old 
age. That would bring in just un- 
der £lbn. Another £2bn could 
be saved by removing mortgage 
interest tax relief More, too, by 
ending capital gains tax reliefs. 

Too many escape the tax net 
by salting money away else- 


where or nominally residing 
abroad. The one realty gxvd les- 
son from the US tax system is 
this: every citizen should be 
obliged to fill in a UK tax form 
wherever they are in the world 
and pay to Britain the difference 
between taxes they pay in oth- 
er countries (or off-shore rocks) 
and the tax they would pay here. 
US citizens everywhere do it 
religiously or risk not getting 
their passport renewed. 

How about a few more 
windfall taxes? What about 
unmerited fat cat salary rises? 
Or taxing corporations who 
pay virtually nothing by spread- 
ing themselves inscrutably 
aiouud the globe? Why not 
start with Rupert Murdoch, 
who has paid so little British 
tax? Why uot tackle his mon- 
strous media monopoly now? 

It is time, too, to stand up 
to the defence industry and cut 
back on the defence spending 
spree. We could save billions by 
halving the number of Euro- 
figbters we buy. reducing our 
commitment to the European 
average, the same level as the 
richer Germans. 

All these things Mr Blair 
now has the right and the pow- 
er to do. More than that, it is 
time be dared to tell the truth 
about public spending. We will 
never get the health, education 
or public transport we need 
until we have a leadership will- 


ing to tell the voters that they 
can’t have something for noth- 
ing. Even if we do squeeze the 
perks of the rich, that won’t be 
enough. There has to be a new 
honesty in telling citizens that 
they will only get the quality of 
services they pay for. Public ser- 
vices are like shoes - cheap ones 
pinch and fall apart. 

Something changed last 
week, m aking it easier to say 
these things. When 1 was talk- 
ing about tax loopholes to sev- 
eral large accountancy and 
management consultancy firms 
(not natural allies of the poor), 

1 was struck tty how many spon- 
taneously expressed shock at 
the lone parents benefit cut. 
This wasn't just a spasm with- 
in the Labour Parly, it sparked 
off more widespread shame. 
Does the Government under- 1 • • 
stand that? I fear they may think 
they have just scraped through 
this unfortunate episode, a 
passing blip. But everything else 
they now do will be judged by ■ ^ 
this low-water mark. Will they 
push ahead mid take civil legal 
aid from the poor, while doing 
nothing about the ballooning 
lawyers' fees that caused the 
legal aid bill to burst in the first 
place? Lone parents will come 
back to haunt them on many 
“hard choice” issues unless the 
Government treats the vested 
interests of the rich as ruthlessly 
as they have treated the poor. 


Now for a short break from free speech 



JOHN 
RENTOUL 
THE BAN ON 
■POLITICAL’ ADS 


We are careless about freedom 
of speech in this country. In the 
United States, they wrote it 
into their constitution. 
Amendment number one: 
“Congress shall make no law 
... abridging the freedom of 
speech." 

In Britain, we have a lazy 
assumption: that you can say 
what you like as long as it is 
not defamatory, or obscene, or 
an incitement to violence or 
racial hatred. 

Well, you can in the limit- 
ed sense that you can stand on 
a soapbox in Hvdc Park or 
Brixion. But the First Amend- 
ment lakes into account that, 
in order to disseminate 
information and opinion wide- 
ly, you need something more 
expensive than a soap box. 
Hence the next clause, "... or 
of the press". And that has 
been interpreted by the Amer- 
ican courts to mean freedom 
of access to ail means of mass 
communication. 

So. in the US. if enough 
people feci strongly enough 
about cancelling Third-World 
debt, they can club together to 
make a television commercial 
which tries to persuade their 
fellow citizens, and the Amer- 
ican government, of the justice 
of their ease. 

In Britain, they cannot. 
Christian Aid has made a 
commercial which dramatises 
the effect of accumulated debt 
in poor countries. “The men 
wc work for lend money to 
make money. You borrow, 
you pay it back," say the debt 

collectors (one white, one 


black), as they take medi- 
cines, food and blankets from 
a Third-World baby. 

The advert has been 
banned. "No advertisement 
may show partiality as respects 
matters of political or indus- 
trial controversy or relating to 
current public policy," says 
the TV Code of Advertising 
Standards and Practice. 

Public controversy? What 
about adverts for Working-Out 
Barbie, the figure that 
launched a thousand columns 
of newsprint? 

Not that cancelling Third- 
World debt is that controver- 
sial. Most governments and 
international institutions agree 
reform is needed and talks are 
under way. Even Gordon 
Brown agrees with it. 
Although that might make it 
“party-political". 

But then on those grounds, 
if a television commercial sug- 
gested that a brand of apple 
pic reminds you of the ones 
mother used to make, it would 
have to be banned. That kind 
of misty feelgood factor is, af- 
ter all, one of the official ob- 
jects of New Labour. 

The rules governing what 
may be shown on television in 
between biased, controver- 
sial. political and generally 
offensive programmes are 
ridiculous. They date from 
(he era. which ended in 1956, 
when all discussion of an issue 
that was due to come up in 
Parliament in the next 14 days 
was banned on television and 
radio. 

They share the assumption 


which runs through charity 
law that “politics" is contro- 
versial and dangerous, where- 
as caring for the poor is not, 
Which ended up in the anom- 
aly of campaigning work by Ox- 
fam and War on Wmt being 
ruled “uncharitable" while pri- 
vate schools and political 
think-tanks of all stripes were 
granted tax-exempt status. 

It is the definition of 
“political" that is wrong with 
the present rules for television 
advertising. It would not. 


In the US, if 
enough people 
have strong views 
about cancelling 
Third-World debt 
they can make a 
TV commercial 
to put their case 


clearly, be right to allow the 
Trades Union Congress to ad- 
vertise on television in support 
of the Liberal Democrats, nor 
should big businesses be al- 
lowed to pay for racing cars to 
carry “Tony Blair" logos. But 
in no way can the Christian 
Aid advertisement be read as 
a call to “Vote Labour". 

Or take the hunting issue. 
That was the subject of a free 
vote in the House of Com- 
mons. Why should the two 
sides not be allowed to make 


their case - within the guide- 
lines on taste and decency- on 
television, directly, without 
interviewers or producers 
shaping what they say and 
“ensuring balance"? 

Despite the parties be- 
moaning the rise of single-issue 
pressure groups at the ex- 
pense of conventional politics, 
they are precisely the groups 
who are not allowed to con- 
tribute directly to public de- 
bate on television. No doubt 
Greenpeace would still want to 
take direct action, get in the 
way of whaling ships and so on, 
because it is more fun than 
making commercials. But they 
should at least be allowed to 
do so. 

Interestingly, Amnesty 
International last month won 
a High Court case against the 
Radio Authority to allow it to 
advertise - on the grounds that 
its activities are “human- 
itarian" raLher than political 
But the rules are different 
for different media, and en- 
forced by different quangos. 
Politics is allowed on bill- 
boards and In print, but sub- 
ject to other rules, such as taste 
and decency, which arc some- 
times enforced erratically - 
and always after the event -by 
the Advertising Standards Au- 
thority. It ruled that the Con- 
servative “demon eyes" advert 
attacking Tbny Hair should not 
have been used because it 
portrayed him as "sinister and 
dishonest", whereas Labour's 
“two-faccd" John Major es- 
caped censure. 

This patchwork quilt of 


self-regulation means that 
. freedom of speech is a hap- 
hazard thing, preserved by 
custom and practice and 
despite occasional perverse 
rulings, so that nobody has a 
clear idea of what it means. 

If we were serious about it, 
we would define the principle 
and then recognise the special 
case for regulating the activi- 
ties of political parties. We 
should want the widest and 
roost open public debate that 
is compatible with a political 
system driven by democracy 
rather than money. That 
means parties should be 
banned from buying television 
and radio airtime. Comparing 
America’s cash-driven poli- 
tics with our system of allo- 
cating free airtime according | 
to a democratic formula, it is I 
clear that the British system | 
wins. 

So we should make the 
right to free speech legally 
enforceable, subject to special 
rules for political campaign- 
ing. 

Yes, we would have to stop 
the equivalent of American 
political action committees 
springing up to evade restric- 
tions on spending. And yes, we 
would have to accept that 
many of the rich and power- 
ful would use television ad- 
vertising to ay to defend their 
interests. But if Christian Aid 
were allowed to put their ar- 
gument for cancelling Third- 
World debt on television, 
unedited and uneditorialised, 
it would enrich rather than im- 
poverish our democracy. 


NEW FROM PENTAX: OUR SMALLEST 
EVER ZOOM COMPACT. 

It may be small, small enough 
to slip into your top pocket. 
but it’s certainly not short Fiji 

on features. The new efina £j| 

comes with Advanced Photo £ 

System technology, built-in 
electronic flash, a 24-48mm zoom lens and quality 
Pcntax optics. In fact it’s the smartest little camera 
you can get your paws on. rot information calf Pentox UK Ltd 
on 01753 732 792 or e-mail on info-5' phcto.pentax.co.uk. 
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Strapless evening dress, fall-winter 
collection 1997-98: black leather 
embroidered with Japanese characters 

Courtesy Gianni Versace Archives 


Evening gown, spring-summer 1994: Suit, fell-winter 1991-92: polychrome 

orange and purple synthetic jersey printed silk panr>6 velvet 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art Gift of Gianni The Metropolitan Museum of Art Gift of Anne 
Versace. 1996 H Bass. 19*3 


Rock ’n’ roll and royalty 


Stars attended a New 
York gala dinner in 
memory of Versace to 
raise money for the 
Metropolitan Museum. 
Christa Worthington watched 
the tribute to the man 
who brake the 
boundaries of fashion. 


The death of Italian fashion 
designer Gianni Versace, who 
was gunned down in Miami in 
•July, injected enough life into 
the annual fundraising gala at 
the Costume Institute of the 
Metropolitan Museum of Ait in 
New York to raise the mummies 
in the museum's Temple of 
Dendur. 

“I didn’t want him to be re- 
membered as the man who was 
murdered,” explained Richard 
Martin, curator of the Costume 
Institute, about his decision to 



Paying tribute: Madonna, Donatella and Cher Rex Features 
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mount the exhibit “Gianni Ver- 
sace” in time Lo be Kted at the 
Institute's December ball Host- 
ed this year by Condd Nast and 
the cable chann el VH1, among 
others, the gala is a highpoint of 
New York’s social calendar. But 
with Versace as subject the 
evening took on the urgency of 


the Oscars. Seating at dinner sold 
for a record high of $50,000 per 
table and the guest list as well 
as the exhibit testified to the 
designer's gift for making of high 
fashion rock ’n’ roll. Sting per- 
formed instead of the usual 
string quartet; Elton John was a 
co- chai rman, along with the de- 
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Photograph Offer 


As a special offer, 
you can order 
any of these 
best-selling 
colour 

photographs by 
Independent and 
Independent on 
Sunday 

photographers at 
the special rate 
of £ 1 5 each, or 

2 for £25, or 3 
for £35 
12" x 9" prints 



Jantar Man tar Observatory (India) by 
Kalpesh Lathi gra 


Frosted Rose by Brian Harris 


Independent/Independent on Sunday Photograph Application Form 


Title 


Name, 


Address 


Please send ms 

jantar Umar Obse r v at ory l 
P heasant Q Frosted Row □ 

I enclose my cheque^nad* 
payable coThe Independent, 


fort. 


-(p&pinc.) 


Postcode 


Slgned- 


Tej.no. 


Date. 


Please complete In block capitals and send to: 

Readers Photographs,The Independent, I Canada Square, London EI4 SDL 


signer's sister and heir to his fash- 
ion signature. Donatella Yfersace; 
Madonna and Cher dined with 
the stars of fashion beneath bal- 
conies of lit candles, serenaded 
by a boys choir from Harlem. 

It was the least they could do 
for the man who forged an 
alliance between fashion, media 
and entertainment that has 
been mutually beneficial to all. 

“He made the Cinderella 
garments for our media world.” 
said Martin to a platoon of 
furry mikes at the show's press 
preview. The Cinderella fig- 
ure, of course, was Diana - a 
guest of honour at last year's 
ball. The beaded baby-blue 
Versace dress she wore on the 
cover of the September 
issue of Harper's Bazaar appears 
in the exhibit. 

With 90 examples of Ver- 
sace’s important works, in- 
cluding the infamous “Elizabeth 
Hurley dress” held together, 
barely, by safety pins, the show 
sets out to establish him as one 
of the great dress-makers of the 
20tb century, a radical innova- 
tor attuned to history - to Vion- 
net, Poire! and Madame Gres; 
to abstract and ancient art - not 
just rock ’n’ roll. In the analyt- 
ical light of the museum, re- 
moved from sensational 
photography or beautiful 
bodies, an item like the “Eliz- 
abeth Hurley dress” is revealed 
as a fashion idea - a little black 
dress in the manner of Chanel's 
that does her “poverty de luxe” 
one better with Punk iconog- 
raphy. “His gift was to be pop- 
ular without ever being middle- 
class,” said Martin. 

Versace came of age in the 
Armani-soaked atmosphere of 
Milanese fashion in the Seven- 
ties, when sportswear of lanky 
unisex elegance made head- 
lines. But sexiness of a son 
unseen in polite company 
would become his signature: 
bondage dressing, transparen- 
cy, sado-masochistic lacing and 
leather, and punk safety-pin 
closures that revealed skin at 
every opportunity. For him. sex 
was charm itself. 

“He’s the fiisl post-Freudi- 
an fashion designer.” observed 
Martin. “He's simply 
unashamed of any sexuality. 
Somewhere in the Eighties he 
had this ideal of the prostitute, 
in the same way Toulouse 
Laulrcc had iL When everyone 
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Evening dresses, fell-winter 1991-92; pink and pale blue quilted silk satin, silk georgette and lace 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art. Gift of Vfersace, 1993 
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else is looking to the street, he 
found the streetwalker. He 
transformed her, made her chic. 
It's really about saying sexual- 
ity is a force of identity, the same 
way contemporary culture is do- 
ing in the Eighties and 
Nineties.” For men, too, he 
abhorred the convention of the 
business suit and preferred the 
look of South Beach bikers in 
lightweight clingy shirts. 

“No one took him too seri- 
ously in the Eighties. He realty 
takes off in the very late Eight- 
ies - in 198S and 1989.” said 
Martin of the moment Ver- 
sace’s image began to merge with 
that of his famous clients. Rocks 
ami Royalty 'Mas the title of a pic- 
ture book Vfereace produced, and 
he immersed himself in that 
equation as king and courtier. 
entertaining rock stars from 
Ellon John to Bruce Springsteen 
in baroque palaces on Lake 
Como and South Beach. In the 
exhibit, the medieval wedding 
gown Versace made for Trudie 
Styier's 1992 marriage to Sting 
drips gemstone embroidery like 
the crown jewels of a media- 
made monarchy. 

His white bouele suit worn 
by Gaudia Schiffcr on the cov- 
er of Time magazine in 1995 
appears in the show as the rare 
mainstream garment amid out- 
sized fantasy. Most of his 
clothes, even the simplest in 
silhouette, have an epic ex- 
travagance designed to catch 
some reflected glory, or light: 
opulenl gold neo-classical and 
baroque celebrates immodesty. 


a quilled leather coat with a 
flared skirt is so pumped up as 
to seem airborne. Always erot- 
ic and hyperbolic, his mix of 
metaphor and material could be 
brutally surprising: a slip dress 
that looks featherweight is 
made of heavy metai: see 
through mesh is a appliqufd 
with embroidered leather. 

In a section called “The 
Dream”, his vision lifts off from 
reality altogether with theatre 
costume designed for opera arid 
ballet - choreographers Twyla 
Tharp and Maurice BejarL In his 
alliance with media, entertain- 
ment and the arts, Versace fol- 
lows in the visionary tradition of 
Poire t, the fashion innovator of 
the early part of the century who 
collaborated with Diaghilev, the 
Ballets Rnssc and the musi- 
cians and artists of Bis time. 

“Rock ’n* roll was just one of 
many interests," says the cura- 
tor who grouped the clothes 
according to Vfersace ’s preoc- 
cupations: art, history, and ex- 
perimental materials (plastic 
and leather). Mobile chiffon 
dresses move like Alexander 
Gilder's sculptures, and Wforhol- 
like silk screens of the faces of 
James Dean and Marilyn Mon- 
roe adorn an evening gown. Un- 
der the beading of "Hisiory" 
short slave-girl sheaths in alu- 
minium mesh full like Greek 
drapery but weigh 20 pounds 
and strike the pose, said Mar- 
tin of "cheesy gladiator movies ". 
Denim jackets are combined 
with 18th-century lace and silk 
skirts that refer in Versailles. 
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Hugh Grant arrives with Elizabeth Hurley 


Rex Features 


“I want to be remembered 
as a man who broke boundaries 
in fashion,” Versace says to the 
camera in a video accompany- 
ing the exhibit that now res- 
onates as eery prophecy. “I try 
to make people beautiful and 
nappy. His eomplex legacy 
has only begun lube considered, 
•n July, the firct biography of the 
late designer is due from Little 
brown & Co 


a $500,000 contract and is writ- 
ing without co-operation froEb 
the Versace family. 

The Costume Institute’s ex- 
hibit, according to the curator, ; 
is likely to travel to London, (. 
Paris and Tokyo. 


n and writer 
tnnsloplicr Mason; he scored 


The Gianni Versace exhibition is 
ai The Costume Institute, The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art 
Nov York (00 I 212 570 3711) 

until 22 March 1998 
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THREE VERSACE-IOOK W INNERS by Holly Davies 
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chain-mail 
top. £89.y5. 
from Karen 
Millec, 262- 
264 Regent 
Street. Lon- 
don Wl. and 
branches na- 
tionwide. En- 
quiries: 01622 
664 032 
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Black 
leatherette 
mini-skirt with 
slit, £4tl. from 
Marks and 
Spencer. 458 
Oxford Street. 
London Wl, 
and branches 
nationwide. 
Enquiries: 
0171-935 4422 
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Slack leather knee-high . 
boots, £99, from Office, 5: 
South Molton Street, ' 
London Wl and branches in 
London. Mail-order / 
enquiries; 0181-8384447 
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Prattling on through thick and thin (mostly thin) 


your career and fame have 
b«en built on your looks, it is 
hard to let them go. Britt’s 
trying to hang on in there. She’s 
had an eye-job, she doesn’t 
smoke, doesn’t drink and she’s 
lost interest in sex. And she’s 
skinny. She doesn’t seem very 

happy though. 


So, to the Chichester Festival Theatre 
rj, Where Britt Ekland is rehearsing Mother 
' Goose. Britt is playing Demoness Vanity 
- appropriately enough, some might say - 
and is having a problem getting the lines 
□ghL Britt needs a lot of prompting. Britt 
says to me later: “If I were dever, I would 
do the same panto every year like Lesley 
Joseph. But I guess I like a challenge.” 

Britt breaks for lunch. Britt has brought 
in her own lunch. Britt’s lunch is six sticks 
of carrot and two of celery. Let me tell you 
how fat Britt is. Stick her in your hall and 
visitors would hang their coats on her. Britt 
bad some hot water with half a lemon 
squeezed into it for breakfast. I don’t think 
Britt ever has much fun at the pick ’n' mix 
counter down Woolworths, frankly. Britt, 
do you ever think, blow it. I'm going to have 
a Twix today, and that’s that? “No,” she 
replies. “Or, if I ever do, I kHI it. Kill it!” 

1 don’t think Britt has much fun. full-stop, 

\ £ anymore. Maybe life has sucked her dry. Or 
perhaps she’s sucked life dry. Whatever, she 
doesn't seem to have much of an appetite 
left Sex, Britt? Still having loads of it? “No. 
Not interested,” she replies. “Perhaps it’s 
age. I don't know” A drink, Britt, shall we 
go for a drink? She used to like wine, she 
says. And champagne, of course. But not 
anymore. “I’ve discovered Tm allergic to 
grapes.” Fig, Britt? “No, and if you could 
blow your smoke the other way,. .” 

She’s been around a long time, of 
course. She was 19 when she first came to 
Britain, and is now 55. She's had loads of 
men. Peter Sellers. Rod Stewart George 
Hamilton. Warren Beatty. Lord Lichfield. 
Jim McDonnelL And Ryan O’Neal, al- 
though he doesn't properly count because 
“it was only a one-night stand”. She's made 
- loads of films, too, but no one can ever rc- 
(\l member any of those. Brin wouldn’t be Britt 
if anyone could. Although, that said, there 
was The Wicker Man, a spooky job co-star- 
ring Edward Woodward which was quite 
good, as it happens. ”1 wasn't naked in that,’' 
she says. I never said you were, I say. “I 
mean, it wasn’t me naked. It was a double. 
My own bottom’s much nicer.” Good. That's 
settled then. “My own tits, though,” she 
adds. “I had very good tits then.” 

When your career and fame have been 
built on your looks, it must be hard to let 
those looks go. Certainly, Britt’s trying to 
hang on in there. She’s had an eye-job. No, 
she wouldn’t go out without full make-up 
on. No, she'd never nip to the shops in pop- 
socks. Or Dr Scholls. Or both. She’ll be hav- 
ing a face-lift next year. I say, please don’t. 
Face-lifts always make women look as if 
they’re being sucked up by a Hoover 
from behind. A few wrinkles are much sex- 
. , ier. "But it’s so hard when you see women 
\ \ like Goldie Hawn going about looking like 
they're 25 " she moans. True. 1 say. But 
Helen Mirren looks her age and every man 
1 know wants to sleep with her. “That’s be- 
cause she looks sluity." says Britt. “Plus, 
did you sec her in Painted Lady ? She wore 
a stud in her nose which was not a good 
idea because it made her nose look bigger. 
Nice cowboy boots, though. Fd like to know 
where those came from.” 

Britt is summoned back to rehearse. 
Her scenes with Sherrie Hewson (Maureen 
from Coronation Street) need polishing up. 
Britt doesn't really know who Maureen is 
because she doesn't watch Coronation 
Street. “I like Neighbours and Home and 
.riHay." Brill is told she's going to have to 
sing and dance with he rest of the troupe 
; * toome the Gnale. Britt says: “I didn't know 
f I'd have to do this much.” The company 
manager says: “You are in a good panto, 
this year. Britt.” Britt says she's only ever 
done good pantos, as it happens. “My first 
one had hugie stars in iL It had Danny La 
Rue. Brian Conley and Michael Elphick.” 
Does she enjoy panto. “I love it,” she says 
half-heartedly. Is it well paid? “Very,” she 
adds with more conviction. 

Does she need to work? Absolutely, she 
savs. She only kept going last year because 
she sold off a lot of memorabilia at 
Christie's and made $146,000. She's got to 
keep the money coming in somehow. 
Thankfully, she knows her limitations. Tm 
not exceptionally talented. I'm no Vanes- 
sa Redgrave. Tm not going to get a Check- 
uv or a Shakespeare. Although. 1 did do 
Run For Your and would like to do 
something like that again.” 

The company manager says she can now 
have a couple of hours off, so long as she s 
back for a costume fining at 4pm. We de- 
cide to go into town, to look round the 
shops. First off. we pass a children's dothes 
shops. There are some incredibly cute, lit- 



Britrt day: (clockwise from top left) looking at herself as a Bond babe; resplendent in her panto costume; rehearsing with Sherrie Hewson; munching on a carrot for lunch Photos - . Emma Beam 
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BRITT EKLAND 

tie flower-print dresses in the window. I stop 
to “ooh" and “ah” and say having girls is 
so much better than having boys, because 
the clothes arc so much dinkier. It's worth 
having a daughter just for the swimsuits. 
Britt says: "Of course, when Victoria was 
little, she was always in Pierre Cardin or 
real Dior.” Lucky Victoria. Or not, judg- 
ing by how things turned out. 

victoria, of course, is Britt's daughter 
by Peter Sellers. Britt met Sellers in the 
Dorchester when she was 19 and married 
him It) days later. "Britt's a mixture of 
Loren and Bardot and Ekberg,” babbled 
an excited Sellers on their wedding day. 
Three weeks later, he suffered his first heart 
attack. Her appetite might have been 
quite something back then. 

Victoria was born when Britt was 20. 


Victoria was largely bought up in hotel 
suites by nannies. Victoria has since tak- 
en drugs, posed naked for Playboy, worked 
as a hooker and served time in jafl. I ask 
Britt if Victoria's troubles axe her way of 
saying: “Hey! Remember me, mum? 1 ex- 
ist." Britt says no, absolutely not. “It was 
Peter who could have been more caring.” 
Peter made Britt lead the lifestyle they did, 
she continues. “He made me neglect my 
inner duties. I have always put men first. 

1 have always been a giver rather than a 
taker." Even in bed? “Yes. My problem has 
always been that I give too much." She al- 
ways gives a good account of herself, does 
Britt. She concludes: “I am fust and fore- 
most a mother. I should have been a big 
earth mother, really." 

A year ago. she moved from London 
to LA lobe nearer her children. Aside from 
Victoria, there is Nickolai, her son by Lou 
Adler, and TJ, her son by Jim McDonnelL 
the drummer with Stray Cats. Nickolai is 
grown up and the manager of a band while 
TJ is still only nine. TJ will be spending 
Christmas in LA with Jim. No, Britt won’t 
miss him too much. “Paniomime is very de- 
manding. You don't have time to think of 
anything else.” She’s bought him a game 
for his Sony playstation for Christmas. Vic- 
toria wants gym shoes. (Victoria's fine now. 
yes. “She’s lost a lot of weight and has re- 
gained her dignity.") Nickolai's getting a 
photo frame with a picture of her in iL Brin 
doesn't expect to get anything. She'll be 
spending Christmas alone in her rented 
house in Chichester. How sad, l say. “It'll 
be OK,” she shrugs. Perhaps she’s going 
to treat herself to a lick of a Ryvila. Per- 
haps she is looking forward to that. 

I wonder, what was Britt’s own child- 
hood like? Her mother. Marie-Britt, was 
a housewife, she says, while her father, 
Sven, owned a clothes store before going 


bust and ending up secretary to the national 
curling team. I ask her what it was like grow- 
ing up in Sweden. Did all your furniture 
come fiat-packed for self-assembly? “No, 
my parents had very good taste. Our fur- 
niture was all antique," she exclaims, of- 
fended. Brin's sense of humour is 
sometimes not all it might be. It can be 
quite touching. 

Her mother was a devoted wife while 
her father was something of a playboy. “He 
was tall and blonde and blue-eyed and very 
handsome and very Swedish.” Her father 


had mistresses, yes, “although I didn't find 
that out until 1 was 16, 17, and then I got 
mad and didn’t talk to him for a long time.” 
Previously, her father had doted on her. 
As the only girl (Britt has three brothers 
who still live in Sweden) she was his dar- 
ling. “He took me everywhere with him. 
To the racetrack and curling meetings and, 
later, when I got to 14 and started being 
pretty, to dinners and parties.” So he could 
show you off? “Yes.” Did this, I ask. set a 
pattern for your later relationships with 
men? You know, find someone dashing 
then dangle off their arm? Absolutely not 
she insists. All her men have been famous 
because “1 was incredibly beautiful, and 
beautiful people mix with beautiful peo- 
ple. Look at Naomi CampbelL She's dat- 
ed everyone famous there is.” She can be 
quite bitchy. No, Patsy and Liam are not 
the Britt and Rod of the Nineties. “Liam's 
ugly, whereas Rod is not.” 


1 wonder, if she could come back in a 
next life, would she choose to come back 
as a great beauty? Or would she come back 
more as someone like me, with bags of per- 
sonality? “A beauty, definitely,” she replies 
a bit too quickly for my liking. “There are 
a lot of advantages- I’m Libra and veiy 
pleased by beauty. I like beautiful clothes, 
beautiful people, beautiful children. It 
pleases me to look good. 1 get pleasure from 
it Hie other night I went to a charity pre- 
miere. I chose my dothes. 1 laid out my 
stockings. 1 did my hair. I enjoyed iL It's 


like building something.” She might come 
flat-packed for self-assembly herself, now 
I think about iL 

We nip into M&S because Britt needs 
new underwear. She finally chooses two 
bras and some of those pants that keep your 
lummy in. Britt, I say, you have no tum- 
my to keep in. You are tummyless. You are 
without tummy. If my tummy were to stand 
next to your tummy, my tummy would say: 
“Hello? Anybody there?” 

She says if I want a figure like hers then 
I must never eat proteins with starches and 
must never have any bread or anything with 
sugar in and “are you writing this down?". 
She adds: "A girlfriend of mine went on this 
diet and lost 35Ibs in five weeks.” She buys 
her pants and bras. We move on to a book- 
shop. No, Britt is not a great reader herself. 
“I don’t read fiction, if that's what you mean. 
Although I have loads of books on nutri- 
tion and how the body works.” She is look- 


ing for a Christinas present for the company 
manager. She folds a book about Bond Girts. 
Britt played Bond babe Mary Goodnight in 
the 1974 Bond film The Man With the Gold- 
en Gun. There’s a big picture of Britt on page 
47, in a skimpy while bikini. Truly, she was 
utterly divine. What does she think when 
she looks at iL “I think one of the bikini 
Straps is twisted. And that annoys me.” 

She does seem to have developed the 
tendencies of someone who can't be both- 
ered with people any more. She loves an- 
imals. Eveiytime we pax; a dog in ihe street 
she goes: “Ohhb. look at that sweet little 
doggie.” She is obsessively houseproud. 
Washing up has to be done straight away. 
Her bed must be made first thing. She likes 
to iron. "I love to get crisp corners.” No. 
she won’t be trying on her bras and pants 
when she gets home. “HI have to wash them 
first.” But why. I cry? They're new! "Peo- 
ple may have fingered them in the shop." 
she shudders. I say in ray house the only 
dean things are new things. Once they go 
into the washing machine that's iL they're 
grey. She looks horrified But. then, with 
the eye-job and everything, she always looks 
a bh horrified It's the price you have to pay. 

Anyway, it’s 4pm so back to the theatre 
for the costume fitting. Britt nips to the 
Ladies with Natasha, the seamstress, to try 
the frock on. “Are you decent, Britt?" we 
all chorus before we charge in. The dress 
is fab. It’s black and green and purple with 
feathers here and tassels there and little jew- 
els stuck on. Natasha, though, is busy pin- 
ning the back because, she says, Britt's lost 
weight since the last fitting. “Do you hear 
that everyone! I've lost weight!" whoops 
Britt. And for the first time in eight hours, 
she looks truly animated and happy. 
'Mother Goose 'opens at the Chichester Fes- 
tival Theatre on Thursday and runs until 1 ” 
January (booking: 01 243 781312) 


*1 am first and foremost a mother. I should 
have been a big earth mother, really* 
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This man thought I 
might like to 
contribute to the 
magazine and 
would drop in a 
dummy issue. It 
was obviously a 
ruse to get into my 
house and measure 
our charisma rating 


Very worried about the chil- 
dren’s charisma this week, fol- 
lowing telephone conversation 
with a man who is starting up a 
smart parenting magazine. 
None of the really good chil- 
dren's photographers will work 
for any of the parenting maga- 
zines. he explains, because the 
children in them aren't “charis- 
matic' enough. He himself is 
the father of a four-month-old 
so of course he has a good few 
years of charisma ahead of him 


while the infant will go along 
with being dressed up in 
adorable little items from Gap. 
We dressed our first born in 
dothes that were three sizes too 
big for him - big baggy rolled- 
up trousers and big baggy 
jumpers with rolied-up sleeves. 
Sweet. Looking back, of course, 
we now realise that this was why 
he didn’t walk until he was near- 
ly two years old: his trousers 
kept tripping him up. 

Anyway, this man thought I 


might like to contribute to the 
magazine and would drop in a 
dummy issue. Complete panic 
- it was obviously a ruse to gel 
in to my house and measure our 
charisma rating. I looked afresh 
at my children, pyjama bottoms 
topped with grubby T-shirts, 
drinking chocolate moustaches 
for the little ones, a real one for 
the 13-year-old How have I let 
standards slip so far? And since 
when was it OK for five-year- 
olds to eat whole packets of 


cough sweets before breakfast? 
When I confiscated them she 
said she “100 per cent hated 
me”, which rather cheered me 
up - 1 mean five is very young 
to have grasped complex math- 
ematical concepts. My sense of 
failure and general pre-Christ- 
mas gloom is heightened by pic- 
tures in magazines of angelic 
children in clean white T-shirts 
making iced biscuit decora- 
tions to hang on the tree while 
their gorgeous mothers, also 


dressed in white, string dried red 
chQlis on to thin gpld wire to fes- 
toon from the mantelpiece. 1 am 
resolved not to give in to the red 
chilli aesthetic. I laughed at 
them two years ago and lusted 
after them last year, so feel sure 
that with a little help from my 
Martha Stewart Living maga- 
zines I should be able to come 
up with something a little more 
next year, a little more - yes, 
charismatic. Aubergines tied 
with gold ribbon? Tbo heavy. 


Popcorn sprayed to look like 
gold nuggets? Possibly. Pota- 
toes? I always loved that fairy- 
story about a family who were 
so poor they only had potatoes 
to hang on the tree. The chil- 
dren were so humble and 
thrilled that a fairy came along 
and turned them into diamonds. 
Feel sure there is a moral here 
- or at least a decorating idea. 
Baby new potatoes, soil still 
clinging to them, dusted with 
gold leaf? You saw it here first. 
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Sir Alexander Oppenheim 


AJ«ander Oppenheim, 
n | Q dlttnatician and university 
administrator; bom Salford 4 
j^uary 1903; Professor, 
•wTIes College, Singapore 
T**-42 and 1945-49; Professor 
°f Mathematics, University of 
•lafaya (after 1963, Malaysia) 
IW-57, Vice-Chancellor 1957- 
»; OBE 1955; Kt 1961; Visiting 
P<rofessor, Reading University 
1965-60, University of Ghana 
1968-73, University of Benin, 
Nigeria 1973-77; married 1930 
Beatrice Templer Nesbit 
(died 1990; one daughter; 
marriage dissolved 1977), 1982 
Margaret Ng (two sons); died 
Henley-on-Thames 13 
December 1997. 


Sir Alexander Oppenheim was 
the last surviving •‘colonial” 
vice-chancellor. He was a dis- 
tinguished scholar, teacher and 
administrator, and will be 
warmly remembered not only 
for his scholarship and consid- 
erable legacy to higher educa- 
tion in South-east Asia and 
West Africa but also by his for- 
mer students and junior col- 
leagues to whom he always 
gave time and support. He was 
a brilliant, gracious but ex- 
tremely modest man. 

Born in 1903. “Oppie" grew 
up in Manchester and was an 
outstanding pupil at Manches- 
ter Grammar SchooL Held back 
by traditionalists on account of 
his youth, when allowed in 
19-1, he sat for and was award- 
ed a Mathematics Scholarship 
to Balliol College, Oxford. Win- 
ning honour after honour - in- 
cluding the captaincy of the 
university chess team - both be- 


fore and after his “first” in 
1924, three years laLer he sur- 
prised his colleagues by aban- 
doning a tutorship at Exeter 
College for the United States. 

A Commonwealth Fellow at 
the Universities of Chicago - 
where the substance of his 1930 
PhD (on “Minima of indefinite 
quaternary quadratic forms”) 
was immediately published in 
\hc Annals of Mathematics - and 
Princeton, his work is still often 
cited. After only a year as a Lec- 
turer at Edinburgh University, 
he was appointed Professor of 
Mathematics at Raffles Col- 
lege in Singapore. 

Many were saddened that so 
brilliant and congenial a 
colleague should apparently di- 
vorce himself from “main- 
stream" research in number 
i heory, particularly when world 
events swept him into the Sin- 
gapore Reserve Array with the 
rank of lance-bombardier. In 
1942. although his wife and 
young daughter escaped, he 
was captured by the Japanese. 

Yet even the atrocious treat- 
ment accorded to prisoners of 
war failed to dim his spirits. Bit- 
terness was foreign to his nature 
and he often warned that it is 
wrong to hold the Japanese na- 
tion collectively responsible for 
the actions of individuals, how- 
ever brutaL In later years, watch- 
ing television recreations of 
those times, be would sometimes 
shake his head and mutter, “im- 
possible: we all had such dysen- 
tery . . ." but that was all he said. 

He suffered considerably in 
the notorious Changi Camp 
but amazingly he and other 
captive scholars managed to es- 


tablish a rudimentary “POW 
University”. He was elected 
Dean by his fellow prisoners. Al- 
though the)' were desperately 
short of paper for assignments, 
Oppenheim and his colleagues 
succeeded in persuading an 
untypically sensitive Japanese 
officer. Lieutenant Okazaki, to 
allow the collection of books 
from Raffles College as a nu- 
cleus for a library. These efforts 
lent purpose to many in despair, 
even after the venture was dis- 
rupted by transfers, including 
Oppie whose health meantime 
deteriorated further, to con- 
struction camps along the Siam 
(Thailand)-Burma Railway. 
Thoughts of his family, he once 
recalled, kept him alive. 

After the collapse of the 
Japanese empire, he returned 
to Raffles College, becoming 
deputy then acting principal, 
and was active in the planning 
of a brave new venture - the 
University of Malaya. There, he 
was appointed Dean of Arts 
and, in 1955, acting Vice- 
Chancellor. Always sensitive 
about ill-informed criticism of 
institutions of higher teaming in 
the developing world, he was in- 
furiated when a prominent pro- 
fessor pompously opined that it . 
was only the granting of full uni- 
versity status that allowed re- 
search of any significance. He 
decided to draw the attention 
of Oxford University to some of 
the mathematical work he had 
completed whilst a department 
head at Raffles College. He not 
only made his point but was 
promptly awarded a DSc. 

In 1957, he became Vice- 
Chancellor of the University of 


Malaya just before (he estab- 
lishment of the new Kuala 
Lumpur campus. Although pre- 
occupied by the many admin- 
istrative problems of a new 
university, he continued to pub- 
lish learned papers and was 
elected a Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh. In 19o2 
the distinguished Malayan title 
“Dato" - "ftv'wlima Altw^ku 
A'tjfuru" - was conferred on him. 

On returning to England he 
became a visiting professor at 
Reading University until I9WS 
when Professor Alex Kwapong. 
Vice-Chancellor of the Uni- 
versity of Ghana invited him to 
the spacious and beautiful cam- 
pus at Legon. His impact on the 
study of mathematics and sta- 
tistics in Accra - to say no tiling 
of the polished politics of an 
academic board, whose expa- 
triate members had included 
such diverse names as Thomas 
Hodgkin. Connor Cruise 
O'Brien. Alan Nun May and 
Shirley Williams - is acknowl- 
edged to this day. Ghanaians 
who did not feel at all culturally 
happy calling so distinguished 
an elder "Oppie”, respectfully 
but affectionately dubbed him 
“Professor-Sir". A witty and 
popular con versa tionalisL he 
was popular in all the common 
rooms and renowned also for 
his ability to grow fine roses. 

Before he left to become 
Deputy Rector of the United 
Nations University in Tokyo. 
Alex Kwapong had also re- 
cruited Professor John Harris, 
another former vice-chancellor 
(of the leading Nigerian Uni- 
versity at Ibadan) to Legon. 
Meantime, the government of 


Nigeria embarked on a pro- 
gramme i if university expaasion. 
As a first step, the existing sci- 
entific and medical university 
faculties in the historic city of 
Benin were tu be added to and 
an extensive building pro- 
gramme undertaken to enhance 
full university status. Harris 
was recalled to Nigeria to be act- 
ing Vice-Chancellor. He in turn 
invited Oppenheim to head the 
department of mathematics. 
The two were often to be ob- 
served striding along in the hu- 
mid early Lropical mornings, 
deep in conversation whilst 
swinging heavy walking sticks to 
discourage the curiosity of the 
local canine population. 

As always, Alexander Op- 
penheim remained fiercely loy- 
al to his students and younger 
members of (he faculties, but as 
local confidence developed, his 
wise opinions, for instance not to 
rush too soon jnio the efferves- 
cent early computer market, 
were re »t always heeded - at some 
cost to the yx'ung university. He 
was much liked by Nigerians and 
his wide experience, impeccable 
manners, and cool advice were 
generally widely appreciated. 
Even so. he began to weary of 
certain distinctly if not uniquely 
Nigerian administrative prac- 
tices and in 1977 politely declined 
to renew his contract- Oppie also 
knew he was slowing down and 
he chose to retire finally and hap- 
pily in Henley-on-Thames. To the 
end he read widely and re- 
mained capable « »f the most per- 
ceptive. pithy and amusing 
comment on the problems both 
nf « «ld age and « »1 the wider world. 

- Richard Greenfield 
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Oppenheim is presented with the title of ‘Dato’ from the Malayan King, 1962 


Claude Roy 


Claude Roy, writer: bom 
Paris 28 August 1915; twice 
married, secondly to Loleh 
Belton (one son); died Paris 
13 December 1997. 
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‘A sad heart but a gay spirit*: Roy by Picasso, 1953 


The son of the artiste-peintre 
F61icien Roy, Claude Roy was 
bora with an eye for the unusual 
and colourful, and an ear for 
words so acute, he always 
seemed like a child learning to 
speak and read. 

Several of his best known 
books are rhymes, poems and 
absurd tales for the young of all 
ages, illustrated by well-known 
artists, among whom he had 
many friends, including Picas- 
so, Balthus, Zao Wou Ki and 
Zoran Music. Roy's last work 
was a book on his friend, 
Balthus (1996). His most en- 


chanting children's hooks, two 
volumes of Ertfantasquos ( 1974 
and 1978) are illustrated by his 
own witty collages. He wrote a 
delightful book about the art of 
painting, inspired by memo- 
ries of watching his father at 
work, in L Amour de la peimurv 
(1955). 

Like all the truest artists, he 
had a child-Itke astonishment at 
everything he encountered in 
life. He had the gift to see the 
most urdinaiy things as if for the 
first time, a gift that also re- 
minds us we may be seeing them 
for good and all, first and last 
impressions, light and dark 
combined. L 'Etonnement (“as- 
tonishment”) of the kind Di- 
aghilev demanded of Cocteau 
when he ordered: “ Jean, aonne - 
moir is everywhere in Claude 
Roy’s work. 


He wrote several volumes of 
autobiography, beginning in 
1 978 with Moi je | “As for Me" ) 
and ending in 1990 with L Eion- 
neim nidu l uyagcur. He was the 
ideal traveller, one who was per- 
petually ready to be amazed - 
in America. China, India and 
Japan. 

These books are full of en- 
counters with a transformed 
everyday, with ordinary people 
and with the famous. His sec- 
tion on Japan in La Fleur tin 
temps ( 198S) contains the sort 
of snapshot sketches that most 
short-stay visitors find impos- 
sible to record in the fantastic 
novelty of a totally new way of 
living and seeing life. His brief 
essay on the Katsura Villa 
near Kyoto is a fine example 
of how his trained eye and car 
detected the understated, the 


invisible in the atmosphere of 
that sublimely simple elegance 
of architecture and garden. 

Claude Roy's childhood was 
Parisian but with holidays in the 
country at Jamac, where he first 
encountered Francois Mitter- 
rand. He attended the Lycde 
Montaigne and the Lyc£e ifAn- 
goul&me. and studied at the 
Faculties of Letters in Paris and 
Bordeaux. 

The Second World War 
came, and he was captured by 
the Germans, bur his native in- 
genuity secured his escape and 
he became an intrepid Resis- 
tance fighter, for which he was 
later awarded the Croix de 
guerre. He joined the Com- 
munist part) in 1943, but this did 
not last long: he was no Stalin- 
ist. In 1945. with the 2nd Divi- 
sion of the British Army, he 


entered the extermination camp 
of the Nazis at Bergen-Belsen, 
an experience that shadowed 
the many horizons of his life to 
come. 

His friend Marthe Robert 
said he kept “a sad heart but a 
gay spirit” throughout the many 
trials he saw inflicted upon hu- 
manity, and upon himself. As 
one reads his journals, one be- 
comes steadily more aware of 
the presence of the cancer en- 
croaching on his body, though 
the references to it are sparse 
and without self-pity. 

In the end. one shared his as- 
tonishment that he was still 
alive, that he had lived so long. 
But even when he knew he was 
dying, his zest for living never 
wavered. "Death - all right: it 
has to come. But to stop living 
- never!” 


For a writer with such a 
huge and distinguished 
body of brilliant work, it is 
amazing that he was not 
more generously recom- 
pensed, for be was awarded 
only one or two minor con- 
solation prizes out of France’s 
vast store of prestigious 
literary honours: Grand prix 
du Pen Club (1988) seems a 
derisory award for so much 
talent and so much pure 
pleasure in his style .and 
personality. 

Catherine Trautmann, the 
sympathetic and knowledge- 
able French Minister of Culture, 
paid Claude Roy a graceful 
and sincere tribute: “He has 
won his last battle, because for 
us be will never cease to be 
alive.” 

- James Kirkup 


Giovanni Alberto Agnelli 


Giovanni Alberto Agnelli, 
businessman: bom Milan 19 
April 1964; married 1996 
Avery Howe (one daughter); 
died Turin 13 December 1997. 


Giovanni Alberto Agnelli, who 
has died from a rare form of 
stomach cancer at the age of 33. 
was heir-designate to the Fiat 
automobile empire presided 
over by his unde Gianni. Gio- 
vanni - known as “Gvovannino" 
- was to have carried on the Ag- 
nelli tradition of dynastic con- 
trol which has been interrupted 
only briefly since Fiat's foun- 
dation by the original Giovan- 


ni Agnelli in 1899. His death, 
and the imminent retirement of 
Ccsare Romiti from the presi- 
dency of Fiat, has created a 
leadership crisis which has yet 
to be resolved. 

Paradoxically, it was Gio- 
vanni's enterprising spirit and 
his determination to carve out 
u career without relying on 
family favours, that brought 
him to the notice of unde Gi- 
anni and led to his offidal “des- 
ignation” in 1995, in preference 
to Gianni's own son Edoardo. 
But this lack of favouritism 
was. of course, relative. It’s not 
every football-mad youth who 
gets the chance to train with 


idols like Platini and Boniek. as 
Giovanni did in the mid-Eight- 
ics - something which is easily 
arranged when your uncle hap- 
pens to own Juvenilis. His de- 
votion to the family team was 
certainly genuine: he made his 
last public appearance just a few 
days before his death, at Ju- 
ventus's crucial European Cup 
match with Manchester United. 

Giovanni Alberto Agnelli 
was bom in Milan in 1964. His 
father was Umberto Agnelli - 
Gianni's younger brother - his 
mother Antonella Bechi Piag- 
gio. Their union was eminent- 
ly dynastic: while Umberto was 
already high up in Fiat, An- 


tonella was heir to the Piaggio 
motorbike industry I for which 
read Vespas). The marriage 
did not East, however, and when 
he was 15. Giovanni followed his 
mother to America, where he 
studied first at McCallic Acad- 
emy in Chattanooga and then 
at Brown University in Provi- 
dence. Rhode Island. 

Between school and univer- 
sity. he found time to spend a 
month working on the factory 
floor in a Fiat machine tools 
plant under the assumed name 
ofGiuvanni Rossi - something, 
it scents, which was as much u 
personal wish as a Fiat rile of 
passage. An older colleague 


who remembers him from the 
time says that “he wasn't real- 
ly cut out for the work". 

He golfed and skied as well 
as any scion, but despite being 
frequently tipped as “Europe's 
most eligible bachelor”, Agnel- 
li had liltie interest in the play- 
boy lifestyle. He listened to 
Brian Eno and David Byrne, 
read Byron and Ovid, and was 
mure comfortable being pho- 
tographed riding a Vespa than 
behind the wheel of a Ferrari ( an- 
other family-owned enterprise). 

The Vespa photo-shoots, 
though, were also good PR ex- 
ercises: in 1993 Agnelli became 
president of Piaggio. and 


worked hard to turn around the 
group's deficit, relaunching the 
ultimate Dolce Vita transport 
accessory with two new Vespa 
models in September 1996. It 
was in the summer of 1995. af- 
ter monitoring his progress as 
Piaggio. that uncle Gianni of- 
ficially announced his nephew's 
investiture as Fiat heir desig- 
nate: Giovanni would thus have 
leap-frogged his own father. 
Umberto, whose candidacy had 
run into stiff opposition from in- 
fluential shareholders. (Gianni 
Agnelii - another Giovanni by 
birth - had himself been desig- 
ns td heir apparent by unele 
Giovanni, the founder of Fiat.) 


In October last year, Agnel- 
li married Avery Howe, an An- 
glo-American architect (and 
daughter of the interior design- 
er Sally Howe) who he had met 
when they were both students at 
Bruwn University. In September, 
when Agnelli's iUness was al- 
ready advanced, the couple’s 
daughter Virginia Asia was bom. 

Giovanni Alberto Agnelli 
will be remembered as a seri- 
ous and hard-working industri- 
alist who attempted lo fuse 
modern Ameri can-style man- 
agement with old-fashioned 
top-down philanthropism. He 
once declared: “I am convinced 
that the role of industrv is that 



Agnelli: enterprising spirit 


of improving society. In the fi- 
nal analysis, this is perhaps 
more important than the pro- 
duction of profit." 

- Lee Marshal/ 
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ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

The Queen anakh a Canrl Ccrum .u l be 
CuaxihOapcI. Unkaix \VA, Lund,in SWI. m 
jiiiiri' H iudc-SluI The OuheofEtflnborsh. IV 
ine ol I he Ounjrd tlund Tru-i. qne. 4 hiixh 
tiTrifi HifounJ &nnkl Rnc-nXO ■mfum u Fmy- 

RdicIbWM^Wstlvn The Prince ofWiiM. 

htyn . Tbt Bub Cbm. hi-+- a aid rouvn *i Si 
Jskv.- 1 ’aU .T . Jixi f PrcjJcTO.Th; Princc'-TruM. 
alKuih ihu film pnnnun: ,-i Sfi.-. ji The Eflipni;. 
U'lcc-KT Square. Lrodm 'HI The Mncw 
Reyjt . 'pi-ns o nco hulling ih. So 'll h IVhufa 
KiTaorfl InvUuKL Hlthi O.iH l nr. non Ki-raiih 
I’.irt. Kjiun.m. E iJuffmi.h. -r. Hilli'n. Ni'Hhim 
I ifhlhiii-*' & mJ. dikikl ■ a ruxlinv ■>rifur Man- 
■icvnicnl C.Hramlin:. bdehnth. The Duke of 
Kent •ril- Juhn-vn lVnlii-1- itiHmrfni: (L-nl- 
ivl KincJnm | LlJ. < 1 JJom IInk-.- PaiL Manv- 
Ik-U in J Erowrai ■ ntnid M>4xn.- t'.WBnmaalro* 
I lii. t ailhin-in-Lindn.'t. ttmt-.ip. Vmiiny- 
ham-hne Princess Alexandra. Kuril: jiIcihI, 
j i cb-hniiein ni i.tlMim* in jh! ul iK Menial 
I fulfil Ft'Uihbium at fmiUfalL LmJ.ni ELI 


Changing of the Guard 

Th- llini.-uhiiU L'jialn Mminivil HvcimuM 
rrk<um> ihcOu-va- Life riiis.-d at Gwmfc, 

Urn,. F Cnmp.'H» S."U iiuaiJ- S'tmls lb,* 
■ JuasiS niunl ji dudUngtam Palace. 1 1 .’Hora. 
luitJ pi- a -iliaJ 1^ the Nit' i hiaiO' 


Birthdays 

Mr David Abell, chairman and chief 
iHL'aHive. Suwr pic, 55: Mr Roy An- 
derson. chairman emeritus of the 
Lockheed Corporation. T7; Mr 
Michael Bogdanov, .-irlistic director, 

English Shakespeare Company, 59; 
Professor Stuart Cheddey. psychia- 
trist. 51: Mr Dave Clark, drummer 
and pop group founder. 55; Profes- 
sor Ivor Crewe, Vice-Chancellor. Es- 
sex University, 52: Lord Craham. 
former chairman. Guinness Peat 
group. 80: Mr Geoffrey Davies, ac- 
tor. 56: Sir Graham Durey. Bailiff of 
Guernsey, and a Judge of the Court 
or Appeal of Jersey. 65: Air Marshal 
Sir John Fitzpatrick, 68; Miss Ida 
Hacndcl. violinist, 73: Mr Gunoar 
Hagglof GCVO. diplomat. 93: Sir 
Henry Hardman, former senior civ- 
il servant, 92: Mr Oliver Heald MP. 
43: Mr Kevin Hughes MP, an Assis- 
tant Whip, 45; Mr Joe Jordan. Foot- 
baller. 46: General Sir Frank Kiison. 
former Commandtir-in-ChieL LTK 
Land Forces. 71: The Rev Dr Lina 
Kroll. Deacon ol the Church in 
Wales and feminist. 7i Mr David Me- 
Murray, headmaster. OundJe SchroL 
ink M r Ckar Niemcjvr. architect, Kk. 
Miss Edna O'Brien, novelist ol: 
Mr Michael Peart, ambassador lo Fiji 
and British High Commissioner lo 
Kiribati. Nauru and Tuvalu. 54: Mr 
Brian Roper. vicc-Chuncellor. L ! ni- 
\ unity of North London. 4& Mr 
Austin Savage. Welsh hockey m- 


rcmauonaL 36: Commandant Anne 
Spencer, former director. Women's 
Royal Naval Service. 59; Professor Sir 
John Meurig Thomas. Maslcr of IV- 
terhouse. Cambridge. 65: Professor 
Maurice Wilkins, biophysicist. SI. 


Anniversaries 


Births: Nero. Roman emperor. AD 
37; David Teniers (he Younger, 
painter. IfiKk George Romney, por- 
trait painter. 1734; Jerome Buona- 
parte. King of Westphalia, youngest 
brothvrof Napoleon, 1>S4; Akxan- 
drc-Gusiavc EiffeL engineer. !S52: 
Heniv G-uisby. composer. VH2i Sir 
Alfred East, painter and etcher. 
IS49: Dr Lazarus Ludovfc Zamen- 
hof. oculist and creator of Esperan- 
to. 1S59; Josef Hoffmann, architect. 
187ft Maxwell Andercon. pbyu-nghL 
1SSS: Jean Paul Getty, multi- 
millionaire. 1S9J: Carl Ferdinand 
Cori. biochemist. 1W&: General Sir 
Miles. Christopher Dempsey. !S%. 
Deaths Haakon IV. King ol Nomas. 
1 >3: Jan Vermeer (Jan van der Nicer 
van Delll). painter. 1 675: Isaak Wal- 
ton. author of The Cumplejt Anghr. 
1683: Sir George Cosies, aeronautics 
pioneer, 1557; Chief' Silling Bull, 
Sioux Indian leader, killed IS^ft 
Francisco Tonvga. composer. i u 09; 
Thomas Wright " Fats” Waller, jaa 
pianist. 1 943; Wolfgang PaulL physi- 
cist. 1938: Charles Laughton, acior. 
Wbi Walter Elias Disnev. cartoon- 


ist and creator of “Mickey Mouse”. 
lUfih. On this dajr: the first meteo- 
rological recordings were begun In 
Tuscany, Hah-. 1654; the states of the 
American union ratified the Bill of 
Rights. 1 76 J; the French recaptured 
Rome and overran the Kingdom of 
Naples, 17* IX; Napoleon and his 
army entered Warsaw. ISOb: the re- 
mains of Emperor Napoleon were in- 
terred at Lc* Invalided Paris. 154th, 
the Piccadilly Tube in London was 
opened, 1906; the Baltic of Verdun 
ended, with 7WJ.U00 dead I33WHK) 
German. 3644100 Allied soldiers), 
1916; Fiume declared her indepen- 
dence. 1919: the premiere of the film 
Gone HVIi the Muui took place at Al- 
lan la. Georgia, 1939: the L'S Con- 
gress approved the appointment of 
5-star generals and admirals. J<»44; 
the General Assembly ot the Unit- 
ed Nations voted to admit the Chi- 
nese People's Republic. 1%J: in 
Israel. Adolf Eichmann was found 
guilty of crimes as against the Jew- 
ish people. I%1; find rims broke nut 
in Poland. F'Ttt J 4 ihn Paul Getty 111 
wa> releas'd by kidnappers who hud 
held him for five months and cut off 
hb cor. 1973. Today is the Feast Day 
of Si .Man di Rosa. St Nino. St Paul 
of Ljtros and Sr Valerian. 


CASE SUMMARIES: 15 December. 1997 


The following notes of judg- 
ments were prepared by (lie re- 
porters of the .40 LntfanJ Law 
Reports. 


Extradition 


Lectures 

V miorij and Albert Museum: Ptppa 
Shirley, - (dcmiiyinc Silver". 2-Vtpm. 


P 'jv.i.'iTior ot Burton Fnton 6 aw 
P Oueot/n. QBD (Ore Q> 1 Simon 

Bro-vr. L|. Ogpaii |) j 7 Orr W 

When remanding under s 9(5 j 
of ihe Exiravlition Act 1989 a 
person who hud been arrested 
pursuant in a provisional war- 
rant issued under s 8(T )|h) of 
ihul Act. a magistrate was not 
limited by the 4tt-day lime 
limit specified in art IMofSeh 
1 of the European Convention 
tin Extradition Order 199t). 
since that lime limit only ap- 
plied ti> the period within 
which a request for extradition 
had to he received by the 
Home Secretary. Although a 
magistrate had to take the 40- 
dav lime limit into account 


when considering a further 
remand, s V|»i) did not direct 
that the court could not exceed 
that period. 

JiJm Hurd i I Tin htTsI fnri/ir applicant, 
(.1, in- .Vranjwffl yf fCPSl for die 
m/nWi'iire 


Income tax 


Taxes Act 1 9^. i mcn ded to 
prevent the avoidance of in- 
come tax hv the transfer nf as- 
sets abroad. 

jMK ' Sf,,nh > C* - t.hmropher Tut- 
inanti HnkmJ Itornnc S,ihawi for the 
Conu ,p. 
pear and uav not rrprvxiucd. 


ed by Group 5, item 2 of Sch 
9 to the Vdue Added Tax 19y4. 
Kenneth Ffarkir (JC IC&E .Solicitor! for 
the Commissioners; [imid Milne QC- 
and Julie Anderson iCnxkaj) for the 
association. 


IuLkuJ v 

•Ot: "hC 1 iFvju* Lornb- |) 1° N.->- 


A Uechtensiein trust, which ex- 
pressly excluded the taxpayer 
trom any benefit, also ^ave 
power to the trustees to 
transfer the trust property in 
another settlement, and the 
Iransferred pn tperiy was not lo 
be held on the terms of the 
original settlement. The tax- 
payer thus potentially had 
"power to enjoy" (he income 
"I shares held in a new seuie- 
mcm. and was accordingly li- 
able to tux under s 739 nf the 


ComiSiion*..; r,i Cn'tomv $ Erose v 
•Z™\ r «n#.- CA 

fl-kiJniHi-.v. Fill, Mummery t_jj» 15 
ven<t“.T 1997. 

Arningementswere made by an 
assiK'iution with a financial in- 
stitution for a credit card to be 

available to iuj members on 
favourable terms. Commission 
paid to the association referable 
to the credit transactions of the 
^ird holders fell within the ex- 
emption for "negotiation of 
eredtt" provided by art 13B('l) 
^ the Sixth VAT Directive 
/7/388> wh,ch w as implement- 


Stamp duty 

Panru, iHatfiei'Ji Ltd v IRC: CA (Mil- 
led Roch Lj|. Sir John Vindcttl 4 Dec 
1997 

Ad valorem stamp duty on a 
conveyance on sale of proper- 
ty in the UK could not be 
avoided by the execution out- 
side the UK of a contract for 
sale, and a declaration of 
trust passing the equitable in- 
terest in the property to the 
purchaser, and then pre- 
sentation for stamping of a 
transfer which mentioned no 
consideration. 

Pbinck Soarrs (G,Hilderul for the tax- 
payer. Michael Furness (Inland Revenue 
Solicitor} for die Commissioners. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 
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Order-driven system looks set to dampen Footsie’s festive surge 


WEEK AHEAD 



DEREK PAIN 


< if 


Stock markets make a habit of 
wrong footing investors - big 
and small. In recent years the 
run up to Christmas has been 
a merry affair with shares 
romping ahead in the second 
half of December. 

This year, despite the Asian 
turmoil which put Footsie 
under some pressure last week, 
the index made remarkable 
progress in the opening weeks 
of the month, scoring a 213.4 
points gaia. 

So has the Christmas share 
rally already come and gone? 

A festive run in the second 
half of the month has only 
failed to occur once since 1980. 
So history would suggest blue 
chips will continue their 
Deixmber romp. 

But this will be the first 
Christmas of order-driven 
trading. And the heavily criti- 
cised system, which is viewed 
as a disastrous development by 
many market professionals. 


could tip the balance against 
the tradition continuing. 

After all, much of the 
Christmas fun and games was 
accomplished in very thin trad- 
ing. And with many top exec- 
utives at the leading City firms 
away over the long holiday 
period those left minding the 
shops were inclined to buy 
rather than sell 

So a few deals in a market 
drifting dozily bad an inspira- 
tional, snowballing impact 
Although 60 per cent of blue- 
chip turnover is conducted off 
the order book, the very pres- 
ence of the computerised sys- 
. tem may. just, inhibit the easy 
going holiday approach. 

The early December run 
has caught enn many strategists. 
The general view was that 
following the October peak 
blue chips would turn in a mun- 
dane performance in the final 
quarter of 1997. Even arch bull 
Bob Semple and his team at 


NatWest Securities settled for 
Footsie at 4,800 points at the 
year-end. He may still be right 
- but dearly he did not factor 
in the early December cheer. 

With the Christmas high 
street spending spree slow to 
develop there are growing 
signs that the consumer party 
is over. Nick Bubb at Sod£t£ 
Gdndrale Strauss Turnbull is 
one cautious about retail 
growth. Although Christmas is 
late arriving in the shops few 
doubt that the nation's retafl- 
ers are in for another lucrative 
spell. But next year could be 
sluggish with few windfalls and 
higher interest rates taking 
their toll. 

Even so, the market bulls 
are out in force. Mr Semple is 
on 5,700 points for the end of 
next year and is prepared to 
wager that Footsie will greet 
the millennium at 7,000. Tak- 
ing a line through the various 
1998 forecasts would suggest 


Footsie will end the year at 
5,475. 

The hazards of predicting 
anything so wayward as a share 
market is illustrated by last 
yeafs estimates. Among strate- 
gists Mr Semple was top of the 
range with what at the time 
seemed a brave 4,600 pre- 
diction. It was later raised to 
4,800. 
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particularly of a Far Eastern 
origin, will undoubtedly take 
their toll in the months ahead. 
And higher US interest rates 
are likely in the next few 
months. 

The British economy, how- 
ever, seems set fair, although 
sterling remains a worry. 

Old-fashioned market fun- 
damentals look good. Share 
buy-backs, yet more are on the 
way, are pumping cash into the 
system and in many takeover 
bids cash, rather than equity, 
is king. New issues and rights 
calls are not particularly preva- 
lent and are not, therefore, 
draining away much of the 
market's surplus cash- 

institutional oofiers are also 
overflowing. So far some, like 
PDFM and Gartmore, have 
resisted the call of equities, 
moving instead into cash. They 
could eventually see the error 
of their ways. 

It is often said that the 


a* yu pacmc 

•759 - _ 2M I 


monthly Merrill Lynch survey 
of fond managers' intentions 
indicates the reverse of what 
they really think. It could then 


not keen to increase their 
exposure to shares. Another 
point in the market's favour is 
it is still cheap on the interna- 
tional Richter scale and there- 
fore attractive to overseas 

investors. 

Of course, the bears still 
hover. Perennial pessimist 
David Schwartz is one caught 
on the hop by the long-running 
bull market. In his latest 
newsletter he says: “We believe 
the 1994-97 bull market is 
over, ft ended on October 3 
when Footsie peaked at 5,330.” 
He points out that shares went 
on to fall 6.6 per emit in Oc- 
tober, the 12th largest decline. 
“History wains of high odds 
that more falls are coming in 
the months ahead.” 


Asda, the superstores chain, 
heads this week's results. In- 
terim figures are due on 
Thursday and around £18Qm 
against £160m is expected. 

Comments on current trad* 
ing will be dosely scanned and 
there will be keen interest in 
What, if anything, c hair man 
Archie Norman has to say 
about struggling rivals, Safeway. 

Talk Asda is planning a 
takeover bid has swirled 
around; there is little doubt 
that with Safeway s shares still 
feeling the impact of last 
month’s surprise profit warn- 
ing the group is vulnerable. 

MFI, the flat-pack furniture 
group, should produce slightly 
higher interim profits of £34m 
today but tomorrow Securicor 
is likely to offer year's profits 
down by £3.9m to £103 m. Also 
tomorrow Greenalls, the pubs 
chain where bid talk hoveis, 
should roll out year's figures of 
£158m (£149m). 
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Benefit payment 
system delayed by 
two years 


One of the biggest projects ever 
awarded under the Government’s 
Private Finance Initiative - a 
£1 -5bn contract awarded to ICL in 
1986 to computerise benefit 
payments at post offices - is 
running two years behind 
schedule. 

Mfchad Harmon reports on why 
only 40,000 claimants will be using 
the new system by March 1998, 
the date it was to be available to 
19 million claimants nationwide. 


The project to automate social security 
payments to 19 million claimants, using a 
credit-card system to replace order books 
and Girocheques. was due to be ready by 
□ext year. However, the national roll-out 
across tbe Post Office's 19,000 outlets will 
not now be complete until the year 2000 at 
the earliest. 

The information technology group ICL 
was awarded the contract by the Benefits 
Agency in May, 19% after beating off fierce 
competition from two rival bids, one from 
IBM aand tbe other from a consortium of 
Card! ink, Andersen Consulting and 
Unisys. 

At the time. ICL and its partners - the 
Benefits Agency and the Post Office - 
forecast that the new automated service 
would virtually eliminate fraudulent en- 
cashment from the system, saving the tax- 
payer around £150m a year. 

The plan had been to go national with 
the system within IS months, replacing i 
billion physical benefit transactions a year 
with a swipe of the card. 

However, the partners took a decision 
in the run-up to the election to delay the 
phased introduction of the system. One very 
small scale trial involving 1,500 claimants 
and 10 post offices in Stroud. Gloucester- 
shire, was conducted between October 
1996 and March of this year. 

A second trial involving 205 post offices 
in the South-west and the North-east began 
last April. But by March. 1998 there will still 
only be 40,000 claimants using the system. 


Although it is claimed the system will 
eradicate £150m in fraud a year, the 
Department of Social Security has in- 
curred extra costs in consolidating all its 
benefit payments on to one central data- 
base which is compatible with the new 
Post Office automation system. One es- 
timate puts the extra cost as high as 
£200m. 

A spokeswoman for ICL Pathway, the 
ICL subsidiary sec up to manage the 
project, said the decision to delay the full 
roll-out had been taken because of the scale 
of the project: She added that it was 
important to make sure the system worked 
effectively because those relying upon it 
were some of the most vulnerable groups 
in society, such as the elderly, disabled and 
unemployed. 

Initially, the card system is being used 
to replace child benefit payment books, 
but ultimately it will be used to pay 
everything from pensions and disability al- 
lowance to unemployment and housing 
benefit. 

The card has a magnetic strip which 
contains details of the benefit claimant and 
how much they are entitled to. Each card 
will only work at one nominated post 
office. When the card is swiped the system 
may throw up a random question to check 
the identity of tbe person c laimin g the 
benefit. They may, for instance, be asked 
the number of the street in which they live 
or other personal details. 

ICL has to bear the cost of any losses 
incurred if the technology does not oper- 
ate properly or a way is found to forge the 
cards or get around security systems. But 
the Benefits Agency is liable if it is paying 
benefits to authorised card holders to 
which they are not entitled. 

ICL said it was not aware that any 
problems bad been encountered with the 
system during trials or that it was paying 
out incorrect amounts. The spokeswoman 
added that there may have been Instances 
of fraud, but this was a matter for tbe 
Benefits Agency. 

ICL Pathway's subcontractors on the 
project include Girobank, the printing 
group De La Rue, Microsoft and An Post, 
the Irish Post Office, which is proriding ' 
consultancy on counter automation. 



Reaching its reserve price: Christie’s board met last night to decide on the revised offer 

Christie’s to go under the hammer for £500m 


Christie's International 
will this week respond to 
a £500m bid from SBC 
Warburg Dillon Read, 
the Swiss investment 
bank, in conjunction with 
joe Lewis, the Bahamas- 
based billionaire who 
holds a 29.6 per cent 
stake in the auctioneer. 
As Andrew Verity reports, 
the board is expected to 
accept the offer. 


The board of Christie's met last 
night to decide on the un- 
precedented offer, which would 
see tbe top auction house 
valued at more than£500m. up 
from £385m just 10 days ago. 


The meeting followed confir- 
mation from Christie's last 
Wednesday that it was consid- 
ering a revised i ifler f« »r the com- 
pany. Five days before, the 
auctioneer announced it was re- 
jecting an initial bid on the 
gr« 'und 1 - that it was not in the in- 
terests of shareholders. While 
Christie’s did not disclose lhe 
identity of the original bidder, 
it is believed that SBC Warburg 
Dillon Read made an earlier, 
lower offer. 

SBC Warburg Dillon Read, 
which yesterday declined to 
comment, is thought to be offer- 
ing 30Up a share for the business. 
Two unnamed Christie’s direc- 
tors. one of whom bought 5,000 
shares in December while lhe 
other bought 10.000 shares in 
May, arc set to gain over 
£100,000 each from the sale. 


Brian Keelan. the SBC cor- 
porate financier arranging the 
deal, is known to be keen to 
retain Christopher Daridge, 
Christie's chief executive. Joe 
Lewis, one of the Ift richest Brit- 
ish people, will pledge his stake 
and give undertakings to SBC. 

The deal will give Christie's 
access to SBC’s client-base of 
thousands of high-net worth 
individuals. It will also allow it 
to steal a march on its rival, 
Sotheby's, by using SBC's finan- 
cial muscle to underwrite auc- 
tions of valuable art collections. 

Auction houses are increas- 
ingly being forced by their cus- 
tomers to guarantee a minimum 
price on items being auctioned. 
Christie's has seen business 
mushroom in the last year as it 
outbid Sotheby's on minimum 
prices. Last year, Christie’s auc- 


tioned fine art worth just over 
£Ibn. topping Sotheby's sales for 
the first time in 40 years and 
boosting sales on tbe previous 
year by more than 15 per cent. 

The company recently of- 
fered a minim um price of $130m 
for the collection of the Ganz 
family in an underwritten auc- 
tion, which in the event fetched 
$2G6m. After shareholders 
marked up the company, it was 
forced to warn the market it did 
not expect to make huge prof- 
its from the sale. 

In contrast, Sotheby’s, irri- 
tated at Christie’s winning bid 
to sell the Ganz collection, tried 
the same gamble and failed. It 
offered a minimum of $55m for 
the collection of Evelyn Sharp, 
the American property mag- 
nate, which later fetched just 
$41 3m. 


Westminister 
Health Care 
gains 16% ofv : 
Tamaris f 


Westminster Health Care, the 
UK’s second-largest quoted 
nursing home company, is to 
take a 16 per cent stake - in. 
Tamaris. the fburth-Iaigestconb 
pany. as part of its plans to set _ 
up a US-style nursing home 
property finance company. . 

As part of a package; of 
deals which will double its size, 
Tamaris will announce today 
that it has bought 12 noising 
homes from Westminster worth . 
£20m. Tam aris will sell and im- 
mediately lease back and op- 
erate five of these homes from 
a new nursing home property 
company, Atlantic Healthcare 
Fund, set up jointly by West- 
minster and its former partner. 
Holiday Retirement of the US. 

Atlantic Healthcare is being 
established as a rival to Omega, 
the huge US sale-and- leaseback 
nursing home specialist. Sale- 
and- leaseback financing means 
operators manage, but do not 
own, nursing home assets, and 
is proving highly profitable. 

Thmaris will run the other 
seven Westminster homes 
through a similar arrangement 
with a property fund managed 
by Hamilton Corporate Fina- 
nce. Tamari s will also ann ounce 
today it has been appointed as 
sole operator of 70 of Omega’s 
nursing homes. The Westmin- 
ster and Omega deals more 
than double Tamaris' nursing 
home beds to 5,000. 

The deal with Thmaris will in- 
volve Westminster buying 
£500,000 worth of Thmaris’ or- 
dinary shares at 2.75p, 38 per cent 
above Thmaris’ 2p closing price 
cm Friday, and £4m of its 73 per 
cent convertible and preference 
shares, together equivalent to 
around 16-17 per cent of 
Tamaris' equity. Westminster is 
expected to announce in the 
□ext few weeks that it is selling 
another £20m of its homes to At- 
lantic, freeing up cash to expand 
its interest in psychiatric care. 

. - Sameena Ahmad 


Newspapers to lobby OFT 
over predatory pricing 

Owners of national newspapers are to ask the Office of Fair 
Trading to give a fresh opinion on the issue of predatory 
pricing as part of a campaign to strengthen competition rules. 
Telegraph Publishing, the Guardian Media Group and News- 
paper Publishing which owns The Independent, are seeking 
to meet John Bridgeman, the director-general of the Office 
of Fair Trading (OFT), to ask for his guidance on predatory 
pricing. The proprietors want the OFT to update its 1994 
opinion that a price cut should be seen as a short-term 
marketing ploy. Jeremy Reed, managing director of News- 
paper Publishing, said: “The Times is still operating what 
we believe is a predatoiy pricing policy. At the moment the 
only way to prove predatoiy pricing is when you go under. 
The rules are not strong enough and in our opinion, this can’t 
continue." Newspaper owners are also pressing the House 
of Lords to pass an amendment to the Competition Bill cur- 
rently going through Parliament. 

Train firms under fire 

John Prescott. the Deputy Prime Minister, is considering 
referring three train leasing companies to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. Stagecoach. Evershoh and Angel 
have come under fire for allegedly failing to compete effec- 
tively- Fees for rail leasing make up a third of the costs of the 
rail operating companies which run privatised train services. 

Eastern woos new custom 

Eastern Group has launched an offer to cut lhe bills of cus- 
tomers who switch suppliers Tor the Gtsl time by at least 20 
per cenL Gas customers will save at least £100 a year on a 
£500 bill, while households switching to electricity will get 
back at least £50. The company, formerly known as East- 
ern Electricity, is aiming lo supply six million homes na- 
tionwide before the year 2000. With 450.000 switchers already 
on board, the company is now targeting its price in the Huff 
and Chester areas. 

Aon to bid for Sedgwick 

Aon Corporation, the giant US insurance broker, is expected 
this week to bid over £lbn for Sedgwick Group, an in- 
ternational broker which is also the largest benefits consul- 
tancy in the UK. The bid will accelerate consolidation in tbe 
UK insurance broking industry, which has seen a siring of 
mergers in the last war. Aon. the second-largest broker in 
the world, has been behind many of them, including the re- 
cent purchase of Bain Hogg and Godwins Group. While many 
large insurance broken: are hardy making a profit, Aon and 
Sedgwick's both own cash-rich employee benefit consultancies. 
1 ndustry sources yesterday said any bid for Sedgwick by Aon 
would lead lo pressure to sell the benefit consulting wings, 
Sedgwick Noble Lowndes and Aon Consulting. 

New chief for Care First 

Care First, the nursing home operator, is set lo announce 
the appointment of a new chief executive as part of its de- 
fence against a £241 m bid from Bupa. As The Independent 
revealed last month, the company has appointed a relative 
unknown. Gerard Wainwrighi. formerly managing director 
of Nesbitt Evans, the medical products group to the job. 


Agency challenges water bill cuts 


STOCK MARKETS 


The dispute over cuts in water 
bills planned by the industry 
regulator will intensify this week 
when the Environment Agency 
releases a wide-ranging consumer 
survey which will show customers 
would prefer to see money spent 
on environmental improvements. 
But as Chris Godsmark, Business 
Correspondent, reports the 
regulator is standing firm over his 
proposals. 


The opinion poll research commissioned 
by the Environment Agency, the inde- 
pendently run body responsible for monito- 
ring pollution and water quality, is expected 
to endorse overwhelmingly its claim that 
consumers would like more funds poured 
into discretionary improvement schemes. 

The evidence gained from surveys of 
more than a thousand households, to be 


released on Wednesday, will be used by the 
agency to support its argument with Ian 
Byatt. the regulator, over the shape of the 
□ext five-year price formula which starts in 
2000. 

Mr Byatt wants to see a big, one-off cut 
in bills, similar to that imposed this year 
on the pipeline network of the former 
British Gas, to make up for low investment 
and big dividend increases by the privatised 
water groups. 

The agency is preparing a shopping list 
of extra environmental improvements for 
the next price control, including additional 
spending on sewer overflows and reducing 
river extractions. Ed Gallagher, the agency's 
chief executive, believes the cash gained 
from these price cuts would be better spent 
on the environment, a hattle his predecessor 
lost to Mr Byatt in the early ! 990s in a high- 
profile feud. 

Yesterday the agency declined to spec- 
ulate on Lhe results of the survey. However, 
it is thought to support “very strongly" Mr 
Gallagher's argument. The water companies 


are backing the agency’s ease, though 
critics argue they prefer bigger investment 
spending because they can find further cost 
savings from their budgets to pay out as 
dividends. 

The debate will ultimately go to John 
Prescolt, the Deputy Prime Minister, who 
has influence over how many of the im- 
provement schemes arc included in cus- 
tomer bills. However. Mr Byatt has sought 
to stamp his authority on the review, in- 
sisting that he has the final say over the way 
the price formula is calculated. 

He said a fortnight ago that he did not 
believe Mr Prescott would attempt to 
force the regulator to abandon the principle 
of a big one-off price cuL “That’s not what 
he will do because it's not proper or ap- 
propriate." said Mr Byatt. 

The regulator said the price cut related 
to efficiency gains made during the current 
Gve-ycar formula. “That’s my job and I must 
be able to do that independently. If I’m not 
able to do that then you've lost indepen- 
dent regulation," added Mr Byatt. 
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INTEREST rates 


KPMG reports 17 per cent rise in revenues 
ahead of merger with Ernst & Young 


KPMG, the UK 
accounting and 
consulting firm planning 
to merge with fellow Big 
Six practice Ernst & 
Young, will report today 
that it has produced its 
best fee performance of 
the decade, with gross 
revenues up 17 per cent 
at £726m. Roger Trapp 
reports. 

Mike Rake, chief operating 
officer at KPMG, pointed to the 
fact distributable profit had 
risen 25 per cent lo £I45m and 
said the figures showed the 
merger was being developed 
from a position of strength. 
Ernst & Young recently pro- 
duced figures revealing fees up 
15 per cent aL £525m. 

Moreover. KPMG's profit 
per partner of £256,000 was 
broadly in line with the £259.000 
reported by E&Y last month, 
though Mr Rake acknowledged 
that the spread of earnings was 
greater at KPMG. with Colin 
Sharman. KPMG's senior part- 


ner. earning considerably more 
than Nick Land, his counterpart 
at E&Y. This was being dealt 
with as the merger proposal was 
developed, he added. 

Today's figures from KPMG 
come in what it says is the first 
preliminary announcement by 
a leading accountancy firm. Mr 
Shannon described it os “a fur- 
ther indication of our openness 
and desire lo demonstrate com- 
plete financial transparency”. 
Full audited accounts for the 
year ending 30 September 1 997 

- showing the pay of Mr Sbar- 
man and his senior colleagues 

- will be included in the firms 
annual report to be published 
early in the new year. 

Much of (he improvement 
was down to a 36 per cent rise 
in revenue, to £!53m. from 
management consulting. This 
amounted lo a turnaround, 
since last year ihis pan of the 
business had reported u decline 
in fees while it invested in 
changing its focus. 

However, tax had another 
strong year, with fees 17 per cent 
ahead at Cl 52m. while trans- 
action services, such its due 
diligence work connected with 


the buoyant activity in mergers 
and acquisitions, also grew 
strongly. 

Finally, said Mr Rake, while 
investment, especially in con- 
sulting had paid off, overheads 
had been kept under tight con- 
trol, particularly in London and 
the South-east. 

Though he was worried 
about the potential impact of 
the turbulence in the Fir East 
combining with difficulties in 
other parts of the world, he said 
that grown h has held up since 
the end of the year. 

Mr Sharman repeated one of 
lhe justifications for the 
planned merger by saying that 
the firm might have reported 
even stronger growth had it not 
been for “the constraint on 
human resources”. He said: 
“Our clients have placed great 
demands on new and existing 
services and the level of fee and 
profit growth has been justly re- 
warding. It is interesting to 
note that both ourvclves and 
Ernst «Xt Young have produced 
very strong growth and this 
gives me confidence that our 
merged firm will grow at an 
even greater pace." 


Coats Viyella set 
to demerge 


Coats Viyella, Britain’s biggest 
textile group, is to announce (his 
week that it is splitting iLself into 
two. At a pre-Christmas trading 
statement. Sir David Alliance. 
Coats' chairman, will announce 
that his struggling company is 
demerging its clothing and 
textiles division, which includes 
the Jaegar fashion brand. 
Dorma home furnishings and 
the contract clothing business 
supplying Marks & Spencer, 
from its engineering and 
threads business. 

Analysts, believe a split could 
create more than DlKlm in 
value for shareholders. Shares 
in Cools, which currently valued 
at £7 14m. are near a Ill-year 
low, os the company has strug- 
gled in competitive markets. 

Thi <se close to the company 
agree with estimates that Gnus’ 
clothing and textiles side aiuld 
be valued at around JMSOm as 
a separate company while Dy- 
nacasL which makes plastic arid 
metal precision components, 
could he worth some £400m. 

It in thought that Michael 
0*1. Coat’s chief executive, will 
ran the engineering company. 

- Sarneena Ahmad 
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DAVIES 


ON THE 
NOVEMBER 
REVOLUTION 
IN FISCAL 
POLICY 


How Brown has opened the budget debate 


Public debate about the Chancellor’s 
Green Budget has become so focused on 
lone parents that the important reforms 
to the fiscal process which were an- 
nounced two weeks ago by the Treasury 
have been largely ignored. This is unfor- 
tunate, since in fact Cordon Brown has 
now revolutionised the UK’s budgetary 
constitution, just as he revolutionised 
Britain's monetary constitution four days 
after the general election. 

The first element in this fiscal reform 
is the decision to deliver the Green 
Budget itself. Each November from now 
on, we will see the publication of public 
spending plans for the year ahead, along 
with an economic forecast, an assessment 
of the medium-term slate of the public 
finances, and an analysis of options for 
changes in taxation. And then, in the 
spring, we will gel a conventional Budget 
Statement, which will include final pro- 
posals for changes in the tax system and 
the fiscal stance for the following year. 

The disadvantage of this procedure is 
that it will spell the end of Norman 
Lament’s “Unified Budget”, under which 
full tax and spending decisions for the 
coming fiscal year were all announced on 
the same day in November. But there 
never really was a compelling case for 
malting spending and taxation announc- 
ements on the same day, since this meant 
making tax announcements several 
months earlier than the final dale on which 
they really had to be taken. Furthermore, 
attempting to finalise tax and spending 
each November placed a seasonal over- 
load on Treasury ministers and civil 
servants, and did not permit an open public 
debate about the contents of the Budget. 

The advantage of announcing a pro- 
visional Budget in November, with the real 
thin g following in March, is that an open 
public discussion can now be encouraged. 
Provided that the Treasury is willing to 
publish documents which genuinely 
encourage an open and informed public 
debate on the roam issues, then the new 
system will be a big improvement on the 
old one. 

How has the Treasury performed this 
year in this regard? On the macro- 


economic ride, it has done very welL In 
particular, the analysis of medium-term 
growth scenarios, the output gap and the 
state of tile labour market is a big im- 
provement on past Treasury practice, 
since the public can now make much more 
sense of the official view of the economy, 
and of the Government’s fiscal plans, than 
has previously been the case. In the past 
chancellors have pretended Lhat the 
Treasury roof would fall in if they revealed 
details of such items to the public. Gor- 
don Brown has now done so. without any 
noticeable damage to the structure of 
Great George Street. 

On a less positive note, more thinking 
probably needs to be done about what the 
.Green Budget should mean for the 
discussion of tax options. On this occasion, 
some items-like the corporate tax reform 
and the individual savings accounts - have 
been spelled out in full detail, with hardly 
any “green edges” being left for future 
public debate. Meanwhile, other items - 
such as capital gains tax reform - have 
simply been mentioned as future ob- 
jectives, with no detail given about the 


options under consideration. It is not easy 
to get this balance exactly right, but if the 
Green Budget is to have any real mean- 
ing in the area of tax reform, then in future 
it would be good to see a half-way bouse, 
in which various options on tax reform 
were spelled out for public debate. 

More important than the innovation 
of the Green Budget itself is the an- 
nouncement that in future budgetary 
policy will be guided by the Code for Fis- 
cal Stability, which will be enshrined in leg- 
islation. In conjunction with the Bank of 
England reforms already undertaken, 
this should greatly enhance the trans- 
parency and accountability of macro- 
economic management. 

Although the precise objectives of 
fiscal policy to be included in the code - 
ie the golden rule of public finance and 
a stable and prudent public debt level - 
can be debated, they are perfectly sound 
medium-term objectives. The golden rule 
currently implies that the public sector bor- 
rowing requirement (PSBR) should be 
around I per cent of GDP over the 
medium-term, while the stable puhlic debt 


requirement implies a PSBR of around 
2 per cent of GDP. 

These requirements are probably a 
little easier than those which would be 
required under the Stability Pact for 
European economic and monetary union 
(EMU) membeis, since the latter requires 
a PSBR outturn of “close to balance or 
in surplus” over the medium term. The 
Treasury says that it is deliberately erring 
on the conservative ride in setting fiscal 
policy over the next five years, so that the 
terms of the Stability Pact are likely to be 
met, but there is some ambiguity here. 

More important is the fact that any 
significant deviations from fiscal sustain- 
ability in future will need to be explained 
in very dear terms to the public, with the 
Chancellor being held openly accountable 
for his decisions. Hus extra degree of trans- 
parency will enable the markets to ass&s 
whether any rise in the PSBR is really jus- 
tified in future. 

Some people have criticised the Fiscal 
Code on the grounds that it will put bud- 
getary policy in an over-rigid st raigh t 
jacket, preventing the desirable “auto- 


matic” fluctuations in the PSBR which may 
sometimes be needed to dampen the eco- 
nomic cycle. There is no need for this to. 
be the case. The automatic fiscal stabilise ns 
will not be suppressed under the new code 
- aU that wflJ happen is that the public will 
have an official estimate of exactly bow 
big the Treasury believes these stabilisers 
really are. 

Furthermore, if the Chancellor decides 
to change fiscal policy over and above the 
automatic variations in the PSBR driven 
by the fiscal stabilisers, be can still readily 
do this, but only iu the context of ex- 
plaining exactly how he intends to return 
to a sustainable fiscal outturn in the 
medium-term. By bolstering market con- 
fidence, the Fiscal Code may actually 
increase the flexibility to introduce 
discretionary variations in the budgetary 
stance over short periods if this should 
prove necessary to stabilise the economic 
cycle. 

On the question of whether today’s 
fiscal settings are consistent with the 
code, the short answer is almost certainly 
“yes". According to Treasury assumptions, 
the economy will be working at approxi- 
mately at its normal capacity in 1997/9S, 
and the PSBR will be around 1.25 per cent 
of GDP - broadly consistent with the 1 
to 2 per cent of GDP range which is en- 
compassed by the twin objectives of the 
code. Furthermore, additional cuts in 
public spending relative to GDP over the 
next 18 months should bring the structural 
budget deficit to under 1 per cent of GDP 
next year, which would be weD inside both 
the objectives contained in the code. 

However, it should be noted that the 
Chancellor’s tough July Budget, which 
increased tax receipts by about 0.75 per 
cent of GDP, was necessary to bring the 
public finances into line with the re- 
quirements of the code. Without this fiscal 
lightening, the stance of budgetary polity 
would dearly have been easier than is re- 
quired under the code in the current year. 

The Liberal Democrats’ suggestion last 
week that Mr Brown is deliberately hiding 
billions of pounds which could be used to 
bolster the public services is, I am sad to 
say. just pie in the sky. 



TEL: 0171 293 2222 


Services 


AMAZING VALUE! 

National and 
International 
Savers Cards 

T--i u-c yaw vjrcr aid. amply 


T| DU tta ftMpton* 

access number Iron any 
touchtona phono. 

2) Enter your pin numbar 
when prompted. 

3) Dial tiw destination 
required. 

4) To make a foflwon-cal 
presa the * toy 3 times. 


Cowmy 

Teko 

BT 

Hoag soug 

28p 

SLID 

AastraBn 

13p 

£2.10 

USA 

8-5P 


japan 

2lp 

K2.W 

Somb Karra 

43P 

urs 

Germany 

I5p 

90p 

India 

52p 

i>90 

Jamaica 

46p 

il-58 

U&E 

50p 

UJO 

Nigeria 

53P 

ii80 

France 

16p 

90p 


Ideal far the tourist. 

travelling lm»inw i« Bun, 
and. student. Keep in 
touch with relatives, 
friends and business 
associates around the 
world. Use from any 
toochphooe. whether at 
borne, fax the office, in a 
call boot, hotel roam, or 
using a mobile. 


Thu Saven Cad b. jvMbhfc bi 
£5. £10 and tbmHnuuuom 
and instiuawn* fo t use ate 
pnrnud cc (hr reveoe of cada 
card to fi»v 


For Telco’s 30 day Biffing 
Account phone 0161 289 
5776. Fax; 0181 2495664 


For Telco's Business 
Agency Opportunities 
phone 01656 880 740. 
Fax 01B3B 880 880 


Far Telco's Savers Card Or 
Credit Card Fax On-line 
08000263677 


For an instant price quote 
to over SO countries 
phone 0181 2895776 


AM GOLDSMITH 

INDEPENDENT CONSULTANT 
TTrLCC GLC 3 AL 
C 0 M M U N I C AT! C N 
No 30 -. 2 ClerV.crv.vo;! Green 
Londoi -C 3DB 


Effective due I8th August 
199 7 Prices subject to 
change and are fully 
inclusive of 'AT. BT pay 
phone prices correct as at 
time of going to press. 


Mobile Phones 


ALL THIS 



V 


n Orange 



freephone 

0500626500 



&ms3sgasggj& 

BC on w =: i» cfer o/E-- 


BUSINESS TO BUSINESS 


fcemces 


Services 


THE VERY FIRST TOSHIBA AUTHORISED NOTEBOOK SUPPLIER 

Super powered deals oo TOSHIBA Notebooks 
and free lotos SmartSuite 97 from Eottranics! 

From 1S8S °° To Value °° Id Gflitrosies °° TosbDa 




SATELLITE 22QCS 

■tUFtJPiz- r**ss5te-. **Srtn 
tei • Q.'.' ZiTS tear CS -'ok' • i±.e. 

nrJ^eEre^iw. - ; 5 ©®"? Z> 

ftr. • tfrxtd xr . • Cs. wsose S- 5 Jr. ■ 
-W-Tij T ' 


SATELLITE 23 OCX 

PliPte • It'S BK Sr" • I ■MO Hr» 
±a • 111" tv s ■ hCA tear ('MVefcoi ■ 
lii-c Sane east) • 2 £■!* POtQA £w 
Z- 7=1 • r=*rei • Opt. O- 
JUrr Q-nerMte' 


SATELLITE PRO 440CDX/CDT 

• fcai nurse -ss • «ra edo fan • 

l.*4ts dsk • nr HCVTFT ater • 
SMatec Its CtiArr ■ But*. IW» tart. 
xk *e Sot; WO* **» 

■ bSxTi • *ejM JJj •J'tor MWiowtr 




SATELLITE PRO 460CDX/CDT 

■ at runs *» • :>2 sc • 

ITS -c-i tel • " ' =*» • 

j —--rr - Sl*< w 

■ rtarx • .-V.Yrasy 


PORTEGE 300CT 

- fcte Pllirhr WOl • CMS SO An ■ 
I -=<3 Hr; **, • ijrK^TiTTTcaw '*■ 
Se ort -* ire Stsnr sates- i JSr 
FC-OA an «o Z- For • par • 

'Aeyx !“■; * AVi ^.1 1 1 ■ J i er ts 1 Wm-- 


LIBRETTO 5 OCT 

■ Ixr n«c • l HX> Aon • * ICWfi Krt 

jib'H" TTT ■ Bisk-n land stSot 
cewn • I il* • krrr&tJ 

• i‘4p 850j • 

3 1 1 • l tar trtrxaa! rtnano 



TECRA 520CDT/530CDT 

-in =:Str-: »r W • DT3 22 Sjrr 

- lirs -t-5 ■ '!■' rrt ■ 

ideate '2i * 

“ -Vr? 


TECRA 740CDT 

• hte ?l4Bts «V • Iff® EJO »jbh ■ WS 
4r5 is * ■ Ijjltrotn* hxafde lb CT- 

Hjr- - VJ4i^6i 5zate -naOnl^ ctc 
.re i ixrtz s oisn ■ i Ute PCMCIA ■ 
Vie tr.lWsnro 


TECRA 7S0CDT 

• Insl FUJtec • HMB EDO Aw ■ 
5.120 K if ■ in Hub TFT ■ 5 np3bk 
2b CP-Sot ■ I We Sorts lame ■ 2* J2SR 
PCMQA ■ OpiV'defl f Dn»p»T« • Mrwtd • 

}e<b| •> tut tret '<¥K t 





ousoBaaL. 

■*. i L LTF* i. u - 1 

The NntebTok Speeialia 

t— 

.!®t®r7W16 1(775 




UTe win bent any ^entiinc achvrtisc^l price from any Tos hiba ainhorLscd doler. 


Enjoy 16.25% 
Return on your 
investment. 


Buy houses 10 lei 
opportunities. From . 
single units to Luge 
portfolios, e.g. 

2 bed terraced £13,000 
rental income £3.fXX) 
per annum. 
Private and company 
investors welcome. 

Call for free 
information pack 
and expert advice. 

Telephone. 

Andrew Louis (Seftonl 

0151 922 9888 

and lU'Se (vk-refiof LV KM1. 


Sccv'tico.! .v.'Ot:; 
rrvuKA 

v o v:;it- •*: • i. to-. 

:!x i:v-vi 1 (,vc 
Then ' . c; .) ..r-.- .v!>. 

V..,- :o . ' ; : v 1 

ok c-i.-'t -s-.: 

jttM 


Business for Sale 


Upmarket CoDtioeotai 
Coffee House 

siiuauaj in West bourne 
for sale. All enquiries to 
A.G.E.C, 81a Old 
Christ ebureb Road, 
Bonmraontii, 
Dorset. BHI IES. 


NOTICE 
TO READERS 

Whilst •« lake reasonable 
precautions wttfa at! 
adrertiseruents. readers are 
strongly advised to take 
pmTessiaaa} advice before 

paying n depart or entering 
into any finoneist commitment. 


. 5^, STICKY PRINTS 

"brjluawt self adhesive 

COLOUR PHOTOGRAPHS 
ON AN EASY TO PEEL 
BACKING SHEET. . 

Produced rrom negatives, 
photographs or slides. 

Express sticky 
svailable m * rxrge 
6 convenient sites 
front £p.50 103 



j advertise in the Business to Business section 
please call Sim on PeBono on 0171 293 2742. 


Do you have a business for sale ? 

Nearly 10% of Independent or Independent On Sunday 
readers are already self-employed so there could be other 
readers interested In your business 

For information on relevant advertising features 
to targer their audience please call 

0171 293 2323/2344 

Source- TCI Bose Ail Adults. NRS AfW - Sepr -97 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


2 B 


]| | Opportunities ~] |[ 


International Phone Calls 


WORLDCALL WOMAN strikes 



Registration 


A few examples 

BT 


Saving 

UK IMkmaMBeglosri 

8p 

6p 

25% 

Australia 

£0.49 

20p 

59% 

New Zealand 

£0.54 

23p 

57% 

South Africa 

£0.80 

45p 

44% 

Znnbabawe 

£1^1 

74p 

43% 

USA 

£0^3 

lOp 

56% 

Japan 

£0.77 

23p 

70% 

France 

£0^8 

16p 

43% 

Gennany 

£0^8 

14p 

50% 


Per mbmte iBdutfiax VAT - Anytime 

Wear lines * Qualify Server 
For details call freephone 

MOO 634 000 



’ For WorKicxeltors; 
mtec- IMSTalhr«rfdfir%aUronB7a> M i^ 

I tna XpartTnm • Fteu 


*«te 










; ?*»■* 


On shaky ground: Belle Tout lighthouse at Beachy Head, East Sussex. Its owners fear that further erosion of the cliff by winter gales could result in the rock sheering off and plunging into the sea 


Photograph: Andrew Hasson 


Belle Tout, a (9th 
century lighthouse, is in 
danger of plunging over 
the chalk drfTs by Beachy 
He£d. Stephen Goodwin 
reports on one coupled 
novel attempt to get 
their precarious home 
moved 70 feet inland. 


Mark and Louise Roberts are 
praying for unusually calm seas 
off Sussex this winter. Erosion 
has brought the edge of the 
overhanging cliff to within 30ft 
of their lighthouse. If the south- 
westerlies which hammer up the 
English Channel undercut more 
of the chalk. Belle Ibut mav not 


“It’s an eerie experience. 
You can hear the dull thud as 


each wave hits the cliff,” said 
Mr Roberts, a former hotelier • 
who moved into the lighthouse 
a year ago. 

The building, with its 45ft 
lamp tower abutting a two- 
storeyed house, is a familiar 
sight to walkers between 
Beachy Head and Billing Gap. 
But what is not visible from the 
path is the extent to which the 
sea has undercut the 330ft cliff. 

Mr Roberts reckons that if 
a rod was drilled straight down 
from the lighthouse it would 
emerge into fresh air above the 
waves. 

“I’m not looking forward to 
the gales coming through this 
week at aH" he says. “We always 
keep a wary eye on the weath- 
er forecast." 

Predicting when more of 
the cliff might peel away is dif- 
ficult. It has not eroded at a 


steady rate but in occasional 
massive falls. 

In 1S96, some 80,000 tons of 
chalk broke off and fell in to the 
sea. The debris forms a kind of 
breakwater to be slowly eaten 
away again. 

When Belle lout was built in 
1832, it was 100ft from the cliff 
edge; by the 1950s the margin 
was down to 70ft. 

The granite building re- 
placed a wooden folly with a 
working light built by a local MR 
“Mad Jack” Fuller, to warn 
ships plying their way along the 
Channel away from the great 
chalk promontory. 

But Belle Tout was shroud- 
ed in fog so frequently’ that Trin- 
ity House - the body 
responsible for Britain's net- 
work of lighthouses - decom- 
missioned it in 2902. preferring 
instead a lighthouse at the base 


of the cliffs - the photogenic 
Beachy Head light 

During the Second World 
War, Belle Tout was used for 
"friendly fire” target practice 
and since then it has had a suc- 
cession of tenants including an 
architect a novelist and the 
BBC, all attracted to its dra- 
matic location. The BBC used 
it as the setting for its 19S0s 
dramatisation of Fay Weldon’s 
Life and Loves of a She Devil. 

“At the moment it looks like 
a toilet block in the middle of 
nowhere," observed Mr 
Roberts, who plans to replace 
the 1950s brick of the upper 
storey of the cottage with 
dadding of granite to match the 
original stone. 

But the restoration will not 
be on the present suspect site. 
The Roberts have formed a 
charity - The South Downs 


Lighthouse Trust - to raise to be considered by Eastbourne 


money physically to move Belle 
Tout out of danger. It will then 
be open to the public as a mu- 


Council. the concerned land- 
lord. Contractors will dig be- 
neath the whole building, raise 
it two feet in the air, lower it on 


Plans for the move arc due to “greased skates" and then 


with hydraulic rams slide it 
70 feet inland to new founda- 
tion on an old croquet lawn, if 
all goes well, the “graceful” jour- 
ney will take sir hours. . 

The technology exists but the 


operation w HI cost in the order 
of £250000. Mr Roberts said the 
Trust would stay in being to pre- 
serve maritime history and, one 
day perhaps, to move Belle 
Tout to safer ground again. 
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ACROSS 

I Gradually learn sense (4,2) 

'4 Certainly concerned with 
regular progress (2,6) 

10 Overcome hesitation. 

■ about Anglican cathedral 
(9) 

.11 So far price is a quarter 
less in Berkshire (5) 

12 Great girl but with destruc- 
tive tendencies? (7) 

13 Coat ordered through Ro- 
man lath' (7) 


14 Shakespearean role in ra- 
dio's Richard III (5) 

15 Indication of current reces- 
sion (8) 

18 Commendation is far from 
rare (4,4) 

20 Positive about dub getting 
money from abroad (5) 

23 Girl putting physical strain 
on poet (7) 

25 Told gullible person to gel 
help (7) 


26 Independeiti article about 
female criminal (5) 

27 Prayer for Ruth a Euro- 
pean composed (3,6) 

28 Purveyor of piped music? 

(8) 

29 Spot repair badly out of 
line (61 

DOWN 

1 Customers pop in here (8) 

2 Freebooter’s rough man- 
ner is pronounced (7) 

3 Cut in Leah's work is 
morally wrong (9) 

5 Supportive of welfare bill 
in addition (3.4.7) 

6 Round average time taken 
to produce abstract paint- 
ing (23) 

7 Rally about a hundred 
completed (7) 

S Catch points member 
brought up (6) 

9 Kateran too fast and col- 
lapsed quickly (21.433) 

16 Viriety show number Hen- 
ry appears in (5.4) 

17 Classical scholar’s revised 
chapter about king (8) 

19 Salary's reduced in paid 
work (7) 

21 Craft one is hooked into 

( 7 ) 

22 Arrive at hospital located 
in slum area (6) 

24 Popular sport seen os a 
joke 1 13) 
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